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Bowers  and Merena’s 


PECTACULAR  AUCTION  SEASON 

Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You! 

We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season!  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  the  only  place  for  you.  Bidders  from  all  over  the  world  have  flocked  to  our 
mailing  list  to  participate  in  our  recent  sales  including  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  and 
The  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  and  Provincial  Coins.  These  same  record-setting  bidders 
could  be  competing  for  your  coins  in  the  next  few  months  resulting  in  top  market  prices  for  your 
duplicates,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Call  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg  toll-free  at  1-800-458-4646 
today  to  confidentially  discuss  your  consignment.  Cash  advances  available  upon  request. 

Dr.  Rick  Bagg 

March  6-7  —  Baltimore,  Maryland  —  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 

In  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention. 

To  cross  the  block  will  be  a  splendid  array  of  pattern  five-cent  pieces  carefully  put  together  by  a  collector 
of  extraordinary  means;  the  finest  collection  of  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head  cents  ever  to  be  assembled; 
a  Panama-Pacific  set  purchased  at  the  time  of  issue;  an  important  offering  of  U.S.  federal  paper  money 
Proofs  and  other  currency,  and  a  large  group  of  Canadian  Proof  and  Specimen  notes  including  some 
unlisted  varieties.  Also  to  be  sold  is  a  small  collection  of  foreign  and  ancient  coins  highlighted  by  a 
beautiful  example  of  the  1839  Una  and  the  Lion  £5  gold  and  some  Canadian  pieces  as  well. 

April  68  (Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday)  —  New  York  City  —  SL  Moritz  Hotel 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection 

This  sale  will  bring  a  close  to  an  era  by  offering  the  third  and  final  section  of  the  only  complete 
collection  of  United  States  coins  ever  formed.  Crossing  the  block  will  be  20-cent  pieces  through  trade 
dollars,  plus  silver  commemoratives,  plus  an  important  offering  of  paper  money  and  a  selection  of  tokens. 
Rarities  abound. 

May-29-30  —  Los  Angeles  —  Los  Angeles  Renaissance  Hotel 

An  important  offering  of  U.S.  coins.  (Now  accepting  consignments) 

July  28  —  New  York  City  —  St.  Moritz  Hotel 

Another  magnificent  Rarities  Sale.  (Now  accepting  consignments) 

September  22-24  —  New  York  City  — 

St.  Moritz  Hotel 


5ft?9t«ntin,$,rrtn 


An  important  offering  of  U.S.  coins.  (Now  accepting  consignments) 


November  13-14  —  Baltimore,  Maryland 


/  m  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 


In  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention.  (Now  accepting  con¬ 
signments) 

An  important  offering  of  U.S.  coins,  paper  money,  and  foreign  and  ancient  pieces. 


Happy  New  Year  from  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  May 
the  year  1 997  be  happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous  for  you  and  your  family.  And, 
may  you  enjoy  numismatics  more  than  ever.  We  ll  do  our  best  to  help! 

If  we  had  48  hours  in  each  day  we  probably  would  still  have  more  things  to 
do!  The  last  several  months  have  been  busier  than  ever!  Our  auction  program 
has  been  filled  with  many  outstanding  collections  and  rarities — including  the 
next  (and  final)  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  coins  scheduled  for 
April.  Our  Publications  Department  has  been  receiving  orders  for  books  almost 
faster  than  they  can  count  them!  Gail  Watson  and  the  staff  of  our  Direct  Sales 
Department  have  been  shipping  out  more  orders  than  I’ve  ever  seen.  All  of  this 
is,  of  course,  very  enjoyable. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  filled  with  many  new  purchases  and 
other  values.  Buying  coins  is  a  team  effort  and  is  done  by  Mark  Borckardt  (our 
seftior  numismatist),  me,  and  Ray  Merena.  Each  purchase  is  carefully  checked 
to  make  sure  that  it  meets  our  standards  for  technical  or  numerical  grade, 
aesthetic  quality,  and  good  value  for  the  price  paid.  Increasingly,  we  have  been 
buying  more  “slabbed”  coins,  but  these  require  their  own  degree  of  connoisseur- 
ship,  as  numerical  grade  often  has  nothing  to  do  with  beauty  and  quality.  To  our 
eye,  aesthetic  appeal  is  equally  important.  The  result  is  that  when  you  buy  a  coin 
from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  I  believe  you’ll  find  it  to  be  just  about 
the  finest  quality  you  can  buy  anywhere.  Shop  around  and  compare  and  you'll 
see  the  “secret”  of  how  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare 
coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

Should  I  buy  one  great  rarity  or  a  whole  bunch  of  lesser  value  coins?  If  it 
were  my  choice,  I  would  rather  have  25  different  dates  and  mintmarks  of 
common  date  Morgan  silver  dollars  in  MS-63  grade  than,  for  the  same  price, 
just  one  MS-65  rarity.  If  I  were  collecting  U.S.  copper  cents  of  the  1816-1857 
era,  I  would  opt  to  buy  a  date  run  in  EF  or  AU  grade,  rather  than  just  one  gem 
MS-65.  In  recent  weeks  I’ve  been  poring  through  quite  a  few  old  auction 
catalogues,  issues  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal  (organ  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collec¬ 
tors  Club),  and  other  items  from  our  reference  library,  as  part  of  cataloguing  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  coins.  It  is  relevant  to  mention  that  while  Louis  E.  Eliasberg 
might  have  (and  did)  aspire  to  own  Mint  State  and  Proof  Liberty  Seated 
quarters,  the  typical  member  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  enjoys  coins 
mainly  in  grades  from,  say  VG  to  EF,  studies  them  carefully,  and,  as  motivated, 
may  write  articles  about  them. 

Now  is  a  good  time,  and  a  good  New  Year’s  resolution,  to  start  on  a  new 
collecting  specialty.  Use  this  Rare  Coin  Reviewzs  your  passport.  There  are  many 
good  values  to  be  had.  You’ll  enjoy  the  challenge,  and  you’ll  enjoy  the  quality 
and  value  of  the  coins  you  receive  from  us. 

Thanks  for  your  business  and  friendship  and,  have  a  great  1997! 

Sincerely  yours, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  far  Sale 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 

Commentary:  We  have  always  enjoyed  colonial 
American  series  and  commend  it  to  your  interest 
and  attention.  In  the  pages  to  follow  we  offer  a 
nice  selection  of  colonial  coins,  a  field  that  encom¬ 
passes  pieces  produced  by  the  various  colonies  and 
states  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
coins  produced  elsewhere  and  circulated  in  the 
United  States,  and  associated  issues.  Attributions 
are  to  standard  sources  including  Miller  on  Con¬ 
necticut  copper  coins,  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  cop¬ 
per,  Noe  on  Massachusetts  silver  and  others.  Each 
coin  is  offered  with  a  30-day  return  privilege,  giv¬ 
ing  you  time  to  check  it  carefully. 

High  Grade  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-1.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  71.5  grains.  Lovely  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  a  slightly  wavy  planchet.  Prominent  die 
breaks  are  noted  through  the  date . 5,895 

Pleasing  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  N-8.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is 

round  save  for  a  small  void  at  5:00 . 4,995 

1 773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike,  with  a  splendid 
mixture  of  mint  red  and  light  brown  toning.  925 


Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  Over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETERS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
A  very  handsome  specimen.  Elephant  well  de¬ 
fined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering 
clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  de¬ 
fined.  This  is  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in 
the  early  colonial  series,  and  over  the  years  when¬ 
ever  a  specimen  has  been  offered  it  has  created 
a  great  deal  of  attention.  The  present  coin,  very 
attractive,  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  its  next  owner . 4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered 
piece  was  to  circulate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  settlements  there.  Most  examples  probably  circu¬ 
lated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 


1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  Italian  2  lire.  Kenney-4.  Mint 
State  with  light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized 
of  Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated  that 

just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a 
prominent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare 
early  American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that 
might  otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  pro¬ 
ductions  with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present 


instance  with  a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other 
differences;  cf.  Kenney,  p.  9). 

Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token. 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces.  Issued  in  pro¬ 
test  of  the  1765  Stamp  Act  of  George  111.2,995 

In  Lake  Wentworth  here  in  Wolfeboro,  NH,  is  Stamp 
Act  Island,  named  during  the  1 8th  century  when  reaction  to 
the  aforementioned  legislation  was  intense.  Around  1900  there 
was  some  effort  to  change  the  name,  it  being  quite  obsolete 
by  then,  but  it  remained.  Today,  it  is  a  historical  curiosity. 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45.  Smooth  light 
brown  surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  2,195 

1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Breen-1141. 
With  wreath  in  place  of  the  effaced  vlugtende 
(“fleeing”).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Copper  composi¬ 
tion  (“brass”).  A  high-grade,  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  issue  with  inscriptions  and  devices 
relating  to  the  Revolutionary  War . 1,695 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby.  2-B. 
AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  rays. 

CONSTELATIO  spelling.  EF-40 . 450 

1787  Nova  Eborac  (New  York).  Figure  seated  left. 
VF-20  (PCGS).  One  of  the  scarcer  major  types 
of  copper  coinage  of  the  era . 495 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity- 

5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  prob¬ 
lem-free  save  for  slightly  dull  surfaces . 1 ,025 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  10-L.  Period  after 

MASSACHUSETTS.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  a 
slightly  higher  grade,  but  lightly  porous.  Quite 
attractive  overall . 455 

From  Lester  Mer kins  sale  of  June  1970,  Lot  5 89. 

1786  Connecticut.  Miller  5. 4-G.  Rarity-2.  Mailed 
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COLONIAL  A IV II  COPPER  COINS 


1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 
shield .  ]29 


Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTOR1  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 

spaces . 330 

1787  Connecticut.  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head.  F-VF. 
Attractive  glossy  light  brown  surfaces.  Classic 
Machins  Mill  issue.  One  of  the  nicest  seen  at 

this  level . 95O 

1 787  Connecticut  Ml.l-A  Small  Head.  Slight  po¬ 
rosity.  106.6  grains.  VC- 10 . 265 

This  is  one  of  the  great  classics  attributed  to  Machins 
Mills.  The  small  portrait  gives  it  an  attractive  cameo-like 
appearance. 

Operated  by  Captain  Thomas  Machin,  who  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  distinguished  himself  in  by  engineering 
the  stretching  of  the  chain  across  the  Hudson  River  at  West 
Point  to  prevent  the  passage  of  ships  beyond  that  point,  the 
coinage  facility  was  located  at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond 
near  present-day  Newburgh,  New  York.  The  facility  officially 
struck  some  coins  (such  as  Vermont  coppers  under  a  contrac¬ 
tual  arrangement),  but  the  main  production  seems  to  have 
been  imitating  or  counterfeiting  the  issues  of  others,  includ¬ 
ing  in  particular  the  state  of  Connecticut  and  the  regal 
halfpence  of  George  III  of  England. 

1787  Connecticut.  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  Connecticut.  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 235 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z  5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-12 . 179 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.7-R.2.  F- 1 5-  Very  faint 

porosity. . 135 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 895 

1787  Connecticut.  M43.1-Y.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 
12.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 175 

1787  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 1  5 

(PCGS) . 210 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Connecticut.  Mll-G.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 
15 . 170 

1786  New  Jersey.  Maris- 17-K.  Rarity-4.  F-12. 235 

Obverse  with  horse’s  head  and  inscription  NOVA 
CTiSAREA  (New  Jersey),  date  below.  Reverse  with  shield 
and  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM.  This  general  motif  was  contin¬ 
ued  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1788. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M32-T.  F-15.  Late  die  state.  275 
1787  New  Jersfey.  M48-g.  F-15  (PCGS)  or  a  bit 

better,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20. 265 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 
upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 


Ask  To  See  It! 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent  to 
you  on  approval  for  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the 
piece.  These  early  coins  are  very  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  often  in-person  inspec¬ 
tion  is  more  revealing  than  are  short  descrip¬ 
tions  in  the  present  listing. 


1787  New  Jersey.  M64-t.  Small  planchet.  VF-20 

(PCGS).  Somewhat  irregular  planchet  surfaces, 
especially  on  the  reverse,  where  certain  of  the 
original planchet  characteristics  are  visible  on  the 
shield . 373 

1788  Vermont.  R-16.  Mailed  Bust  right  style.  F-l  5 

(PCGS) . 419 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen- 1020.  Thick  planchet, 

plain  edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die 
state  with  a  die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left 
edge  of  the  clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in 
GOLD . 1,193 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1 839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1 789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1 807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers.  Does  any  reader  have  more  informa¬ 
tion?  Help! 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1020.  Thick  planchet. 

166.64  grains.  AU-50.  Late  die  state  with  the 
die  break  very  large,  obliterating  the  D  in 
GOLD.  A  very  attractive  piece . 1,150 

1789  Mott  token.  B-l  022.  Thick  planchet.  202.2 
grains.  Listed  in  the  Breen  Encyclopedia  as  “very 
rare”  at  this  weight  standard.  AU-50 . 1,150 

Rare  Albany  Church  Penny 


Albany  Church  penny.  (1790).  Copper.  104.4 
grains.  F-VF  or  better  where  struck  up.  An  un¬ 
usual  specimen  in  that  the  otherwise  blank  re¬ 
verse  has  been  countersunk  with  the  obverse  of  a 
Classic  Head  large  cent  (1808-1814  type).  The 
obverse  of  the  large  cent  was  evidently  used  as  a 
die  and  impressed  into  the  back  of  the  church 
penny,  causing  reversed  incusations  of  the  large 
cent’s  design  on  the  host  piece’s  reverse,  and  some 
flatness  on  the  obverse  of  the  church  penny  as 
well.  Overall,  a  handsome  and  certainly  inter¬ 
esting  example  of  this  famous  early  issue.  3,450 
1781  North  American  token.  Breen- 1 143.  VF-35 
(PCGS) . 350 

Believed  to  have  been  struck  early  in  the  1 9th  century. 
Curiously,  this  token  is  virtually  always  seen  in  worn  grades. 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Lancaster 
edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR 
BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1 ,2l*h 

Kentucky  token,  undated,  circa  1792.  Plain  edge. 
AU-50 . 350 


Undated  Double  Head  Washington  cent.  Breen- 
1204.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown 


surfaces . 765 

Stylized  or  “generic”  head  of  Washington,  quite  resem¬ 
bling  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

1783  B-l  1 84.  Georgius Triumpho.  F-l  5  . 295 

One  of  the  more  curious  Washington  tokens;  maker 


unknown,  but  possibly  related  to  the  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
coinage  as  the  date  styles  are  similar. 

1783  Washington  cent.  UNITY  STATES.  B-l  188. 

EF-45  (PCGS) . 385 

1783  Washington  cent.  UN FLY  STATES.  B-l  188. 

EF-40  (PCGS) . 365 

1783  Washington  token.  B-l 203.  Baker-4.  Large 
Military  Bust.  VF-20.  l.W.I.  and  E.S.  engraver 
and  designer  signatures  on  reverse.  Light  brown 
surfaces . 295 


(1795)  Washington  Liberty  &  Security  penny. 
B-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Large  and  impres¬ 
sive  coin.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  olive 
highlights  and  faint  traces  of  mint  red. ...  2,1 50 

1795  Washington  Grate  token.  B-l 271.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with 

some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 595 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Washington 
and  eulogistic  inscription;  reverse  with  coal-burning  fireplace 
and  grate,  with  inscriptions  pertaining  to  Clark  &  Harris. 

A  somewhat  mysterious  “hoard”  of  these  is  discussed  in 
the  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Newman  6-W.  1.  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen 

in  every  respect . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  there  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  N  12-X  MS-63.  Attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces.  You'll  like  the 
quality! . 1,895 


Order  Today ,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service,  lust 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 
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Hall  Trills 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
half  cents  beginning  with  the  rare  1793  and  con¬ 
tinuing  into  later  years,  including  Draped  Bust  half 
cents,  following  which  will  be  found  some  desir¬ 
able  Classic  Head  issues,  concluding  with  Braided 
Hair  types  of  the  1840s  and  1850s. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C” 
numbers  from  Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1 793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 


Superb  Quality  1793  Half  Cent 
Sharp  and  Lustrous 


1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN 
(NGC).  A  superbly  struck  specimen  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands 
of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words 
HALF  CENT  on  the  reverse.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  discriminating  specialist.  Quality 
with  a  capital  Q!  Not  one  in  10  1793  half  cents 

at  this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 22,750 

Most  1793  half  cents  in  collections  today  are  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  grade  levels.  Even  a  quality  Extremely  Fine  speci¬ 
men  would  be  unusual.  More  often  than  not,  a  typical  1793 
half  cent  is  very  weak  at  the  reverse  center,  with  HALF  CENT 
being  indistinct  in  portions.  Numerical  grade  is  often  one  thing 
and  quality  another.  The  present  coin  “has  it  all”  and  is  truly 
remarkable  for  its  quality. 

Sharp  Mint  State  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lighter  tinges,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  reverse.  Very  well  struck  and 
finely  detailed  including  on  Miss  Liberty’s  hair 
on  the  obverse  and  in  the  leaf  veins  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 2,895 

This  marks  the  first  appearance  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  in  the  half  cent  denomination,  the  motif  having  been 
used  earlier  in  other  series,  first  on  the  silver  dollars  of  1795. 
The  portrait  was  from  noted  artist  Gilbert  Stuart’s  image  of 
a  Newport  socialite. 

1800  B-l, C-l.EF-40 . 450 

1804  B-l,  C-I.  Rarity-3.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20 . 200 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  spike"  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 
1804  If  9,  (  .10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  MS-63 


BN  (NGC).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces;  lus¬ 
trous.  Ideal  for  the  type  collector  as  well  as  the 

specialist . 1,950 

1804  B-10,  C-13.  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich, 

lustrous  hrown  surfaces . 1,050 

1 804  B- 1 2,  C- 1 1 .  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1 804  B- 1 2,  C- 1 1 .  F- 1 2.  Small  planchet  clip . 89 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  usu¬ 
ally  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades,  Good 
to  Fine  being  typical.  Rare  so  nice!  Die  State 

HI .  519 

1809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  275 

1 809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 

traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1 8 1 0  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 

1 826  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 175 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 . 235 

1828  B-3,  C-2.  12  Stars.  EF-45 . 259 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1832  EF-45  (ANACS) . 75 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 119 

1 835  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  the  very 

finest  seen.  A  nice  mixture  of  fiery  mint  red  with 
lustrous  brown.  An  excellent  candidate  for  a  type 
set  or  specialized  collection . 1,495 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN . 325 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 80 

Gent  Proof  1841  Rarity 
Original,  Large  Berries 


1841  Original,  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  issue,  a  coin  combining  superb 
quality  with  classic  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are 
light  brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few 

dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  A  nice  specimen  of  the  only  business 

strike  issue  dated  in  the  1840s . 595 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-60.  Lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  A  few  normal  marks  away  from 


MS-62  or 

63.  Very  sharp . 

. 450 

1849  B-4, 

,C- 

1.  Large  Date.  EF-45 . 

. 169 

1851  B-l, 

C-l 

,  AU-55 . 

. 159 

1851  B-l, 

C-l 

.  AU-50 . 

. 139 

1853  B-l, 

C-l 

1.  VF-30 . 

. 65 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

with  lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 975 

Collecting  possibility:  Assemble  a  complete  collection 
of  Braided  Hair  half  cents  made  in  business  strike  (intended 
tor  circulation).  This  would  consist  of  one  each  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1849  Large  Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855, 
1856,  and  1857.  This  present  listing  will  give  you  a  nice 
start! 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 149 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  RB,  mostly  brown.  Scarce  so 

fine  (in  fact,  scarce  in  any  grade).  We  always  buy 
1 856  and  1 857  half  cents  whenever  we  can  find 
high-quality  coins  lor  reasonable  prices . 445 

James  Ross  Snowden,  director  of  the  Mint  when  these 
were  coined,  wrote  that  most  of  the  1857  half  cents,  already 
a  small  mintage,  were  melted  and  not  released. 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 375 

Large  Cents 

Commentary:  This  listing  is  rich  in  its  offering 
of  large  cents.  Among  the  selection  will  be  found 
scarcities  and  rarities  such  as  1793,  1809,  and 
1823/2,  and  many  others,  including  high-grade  ex¬ 
amples  of  various  dates. 

Celebrated  1793  Chain  Cent 
AMERI.  Variety,  Sheldon- 1 


1793  Sheldon- 1 .  Chain  AMERI.  VG- 1 0.  Choco¬ 
late  brown  toning  complements  both  surfaces. 
Some  light  porosity  can  be  seen,  and  a  fine 
scratch  is  noted  by  the  date.  Most  major  design 
features  are  distinct  including  Miss  Liberty’s 
portrait  and  the  word  LIBERTY.  On  the  re¬ 
verse  the  denomination  and  chain  links  are  of 
VF  sharpness  and  the  legend  is  clear.  Notable 
as  the  only  one-cent  variety  from  1793  to  date 
having  the  nation’s  name  abbreviated  as 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERI . 4,350 

High-Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  S-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  surfaces. 
Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in  the 
top  10%  quality-wise  ot  1793  cents  at  the  EF- 
40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England  ad- 
lection,  off  the  market  lor  years . 8,950 
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Over  the  years  the  possession  of  a  beautiful  1793  Wreath 
cent  has  been  a  mark  of  distinction  for  any  numismatist.  Of 
the  entire  universe  of  extant  1793  cents  of  this  general  de- 
sign,  perhaps  several  thousand  in  all,  most  are  in  lower  grades 
from  About  Good  through  VG,  after  which  will  be  found 
some  Fines,  an  occasional  VF,  an  even  more  occasional  EF 
(as  here  offered),  and,  rarely,  an  example  even  higher. 

There  is  something  very  special  about  a  1793  cent  in 
any  grade.  A  piece  such  as  the  beautiful  EF-40  Sheldon-8 
offered  here  is  very  special,  and  when  it  is  sold  we  will  cher¬ 
ish  the  idea  of  having  it  back  someday  (nice  coins  have  a  way 
of  returning  to  us  when  collections  are  sold  or  auctioned). 

1793  S-9.  Wreath.  G-4  obverse,  AG-3  reverse. 
Outline  of  Liberty  Head  excellent;  date  1793 
readable  but  not  strong,  LIBERTY  readable. 
Medium  brown  surfaces . 690 

1797  S- 1 27.  Rarity-4.  Head  of ‘97.  VG-8.  Pleas¬ 
ing  medium  brown  surfaces  and  well  centered 
with  full  obverse  and  reverse  denticles . 323 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T 

cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
Advanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  A  tiny  planchet  flaw  is  noted  on  the 
obverse  rim  at  12:00 . 693 

1803  S-258.  EF-40.  Large  fraction,  short  fraction 

bar.  Superb  dark  brown  surfaces  with  the  de¬ 
vices  framed  by  lighter  tan . 895 

Ex  Homer  K  Downing  Collection,  1952 ANA, 
Lot  1954. 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rich  medium 

brown  surfaces! 'Arc-shaped  die  crack  in  ob¬ 
verse  field .  895 

1804  MS-63  BN.  Restrike.  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve 

seen  in  a  long  time . 975 

This  so-called  “restrike”  is  actually  a  fantasy  coin  struck 
outside  the  Mint  using  discarded  dies.  The  obverse  is  that  of 
1803  Sheldon-261  while  the  reverse  is  from  the  die  of  1820 
Newcomb- 12.  Once  considered  a  disgrace  to  any  coin  cabi¬ 
net,  this  emission  is  now  widely  accepted  and  quite  popular. 

1808  S-279.  VF-25 . 595 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814 
Classic  Head  series . 4,995 


Truly  a  Nice  Piece 

This  note  was  received from  A.  B.  of  Georgia: 

“I  received  the  1803  Draped  Bust  half 
dollar  a  couple  of  days  ago  and  I  must  say  that 
it  truly  is  a  nice  piece.  I n  fact,  1  grade  it  “JAM- 
UP  and  JELLY  TIGHT,”  as  are  all  coins  in 
my  U.S.  type  set.  Thanks  for  your  help.” 


Delightful  1811  Cent 


1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  AU-58  BN  (NGC). 
Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  with  incredible, 
problem-free  surfaces.  Just  shy  of  the  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  for  this  variety  although  almost 
certainly  among  the  top  20  known  examples. 
This  example  was  recently  sold  by  us  and  later 
repurchased  as  the  collector  further  upgraded 
his  collection.  If  you  missed  this  before,  here  is 
another  chance.  Don’t  miss  this  one . 5,650 

One  thing  about  high-grade  large  cents  is  that  they  do 
tend  to  move  around  a  bit.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  a  half 
dozen  or  more  names  in  a  pedigree  listing. 

1813S-292.  F-15 . 229 

1817  Newcomb-9.  13  Stars.  VF-30.  Early  die 

state .  135 

1817  N-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive 
in  all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious  vari¬ 
ety  of  its  era,  and  every  collection  should  have 
one .  575 


Logical \  Sort  Of 

This  is  from  Richard  Russell's  Dow  Theory 
Letters-. 

Money  magazine  (a  Time  Warner  publi¬ 
cation)  is  the  magazine  that  is  probably  most 
widely  read  by  amateur  investors.  Money’s 
cover  stories  are  often  “irresistible,"  the  lat¬ 
est  being  “Retire  with  All  the  Money  You’ll 
Ever  Need.”  This  was  such  a  fascinating 
thought  that  I  decided  to  actually  read  the 
article.  Here’s  Money's  formula: 

(1)  Don’t  buy  designer  clothing,  buy 
modest  clothes.  Sounds  right. 

(2)  Don’t  give  big  bucks  to  charities, 
donate  your  hours  instead.  Sounds  OK. 

(3)  Move  to  a  no-income  tax  state  like 
Florida.  That’s  easy. 

(4)  “Work  in  retirement.”  What’s  this — 
retire  and  then  work  some  more?  That 
doesn’t  sound  like  retirement  to  me.  So 
that’s  Money  magazine’s  formula  for  retir¬ 
ing  “with  all  the  money  you’ll  ever  need. 
Brilliant. 

Here’s  Russell’s  foolproof  way  to  retire 
without  ever  worrying:  First,  as  long  as 
you’re  working,  make  a  LOT  more  money 
than  you’ll  ever  need.  After  you  arrive  at 
that  advantageous  level,  retire.  Or  here’s  a 
better  one — marry  a  frugal  millionaire. 


1819  N-8.  MS-62  RB.  1  ight  brown  surfaces  with 
some  mint  red.  A  very  pleasing  cent  in  every 
aspect.  How  nice  it  would  be  to  have  a  date  run 


of  cents  of  this  quality!  . 675 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NG(  T  A  sharp,  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  important  date .  1 ,495 


Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1 857,  the  1821  is  sec 
ond  only  to  the  1823  in  terms  of  elusiviry  in  higher  grades 
I  he  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  arc  in  lower  grades  from 
Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples  are  elusive., 

1821  N-l.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  brown.  A 
splendid  specimen . 595 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63.  Lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that  was  not  rep¬ 
resented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 


Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 

overdate) . 2,695 

1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  the  year  1 826  are  nearly  al¬ 
ways  seen  in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in 

200  specimens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  offered  at  the 
Mint  State  level.  Dave  Bowers  saw  this  cent  and 
bought  it  immediately! . 1,295 

Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN.  A  gloss),  lus- 
trous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side 
stars;  die  breaks  on  neck . 2,970 
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A  Memorable  Day 

in  the  Coining  of  Cents 
at  the  U.S.  Mint 

by  Henry  T.  Hettger 


August  27,  1835  would  be  remembered  lor  a 
duration  as  an  important  date  in  expanding  coining 
activities.  In  a  letter,  the  newly  appointed  Director 
ol  the  Mint,  Robert  M.  Patterson  wrote  the  Crocker 
Brothers,  the  main  supplier  of  copper  cent 
planchets  for  the  Mint,  to  request  their  urgent 
attention  to  supplying  the  Mint  with  five  tons  of 
cent  planchets  as  soon  as  they  were  ready. 1  The  five 
tons  request  was  based  upon  an  original  order  lor  10 
tons  of  cent  planchets  placed  by  Dr.  Samuel  Moore,  the 
former  Mint  Director  on  May  19,  1835.  Dr.  Moore 
resigned  in  June  1 835  and  was  replaced  by  Dr.  Patterson.  In 
his  letter  of  August  27,  1835,  Dr.  Patterson  noted  that  at 
that  moment,  the  Mint  was  without 


cent  planchets  meaning  that  they  were  un¬ 
able  to  coin  cents. 

The  U.S.  Mint  had  experienced  a  lack  of 
cent  planchets  during  the  War  of  1812 
when  the  importation  of  planchets  was 
terminated.  The  domestically-supplied 
planchets  had  often  been  defective,  po¬ 
rous,  or  of  incorrect  size,  or  had  cracks, 
flaking  or  voids.  As  a  result,  the  Mint  had 
depended  upon  planchets  from  the  Soho 
Mint  at  Birmingham,  England.  These  were 
of  better  quality,  were  available  in  large 
quantities,  and  cost  less. 

I n  1 802  there  had  been  talk  in  Congress 
of  abolishing  the  Mint,  and  using'private 
contractors  to  carry  out  its  functions.  The 
Soho  Mint  through  its  representatives  had 
long  sought  to  supply  a  fully-struck  copper  coinage  for  the 
United  States.  Despite  all  these  political  problems,  the 
Mint  was  able  to  sustain  its  coining  activity.  The  War 
of  1812  ended  the  supply  of  foreign  planchets,  and 
after  some  difficulties  U.S.  companies  were  finally 
able  to  adequately  supply  the  Mint  with  copper 
planchets  of  good-quality. 

On  the  same  day  in  1835  that  Dr.  Robert 
Patterson  wrote  to  the  Crocker  Brothers  to 
inform  them  that  the  Mint  was  actually  with¬ 
out  cent  planchets  and  to  provide  them  as  soon 
as  they  were  ready,  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Moller  and  Oppenheimer  representing 
eg  the  government  of  Venezuela  inquiring 
whether  the  Mint  could  furnish  $10,000  in 
cents  and  $5,000  in  half cents,  equivalent  to 
1 ,000,000  cents  and  1 ,000,000  half  cents. J 
As  seigniorage  revenue  amounted  to  about 
30%  on  the  coining  ol  cents,  according  to 
Dr.  Patterson,  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
Mint  to  coin  and  provide  such  pieces  for 
Venezuela,  although  the  growing  domestic 
need  took  priority.  The  mintage  in  1 835  for 
half  cents  is  now  accepted  as  398,000,  thus 
it  is  unlikely  that  many  of  the  half  cents 
requested  by  Venezuela  were  ever  delivered. 
Demand  for  cents  nationally  was  great,  fur¬ 
ther  adding  to  the  complexity  and  even  the 
impossibility  of  the  completion  of  a  delivery 
to  Venezuela. 

The  weight  of  a  cent  planchet  was  set  at 
7  dwt,  or  about  9 1 ,428  per  ton.  Five  tons  of 
planchets  could  coin  457,140  large  cents, 
and  1 0  tons  of  planchets  could  coin  9 1 4,280 
large  cents,  close  to  the  amount  ordered  by 
the  representatives  of  Venezuela,  but  not 
necessarily  meaning  that  the  cents  coined 
were  destined  for  Venezuela. 


In  1802  there  had 
been  talk  in 
Congress  of 
abolishi  ng  the  Mint, 
and  simply  using 
private  contractors  to 
carry  out  its 
notions. 


1 .  Letter  from  Robert  M.  Patterson,  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Crocker  Brothers  &  Co.,  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States, 
Philadelphia,  PA,  August  27,  1835,  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.C. 

2.  Letter  from  Robert  M.  Patterson,  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Records  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  Philadelphia,  PA,  August  28,  1835,  National  Archives. 

3.  Walter  Breen,  Walter  Breen  s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  Doubleday,  Garden  City,  NY,  c.  1988,  p.  186. 
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1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to 
find  at  the  AU  level.  1  his  piece  is  very  bluntly 
struck .  795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  ..2,100 


Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every 


regard . 2,850 

1828  N-10.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 895 


Gem  1829  N-2  Cent 


1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  a  variety  and  year  not  often  seen 
at  the  gem  Mint  State  level . 3,685 

As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  large  cents  dated  from  1 821 
through  1 829  are  very  elusive  in  high  Mint  State  grades.  This 
extends  also  to'pieces  dated  1825,  although  some  accounts 
place  cents  of  this  date  as  being  part  of  the  Randail  Hoard. 

A  pleasant  endeavor  is  the  assembly  of  a  date  set  of  so- 
called  Matron  Head  or  “middle  date”  cents  from  1816 
through  1839.  There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities,  although 
dates  such  as  1821  and,  in  particular,  1823  will  mount  a 
serious  challenge.  As  noted,  if  Mint  State  is  aspired  to,  then 
issues  from  1821  through  1 829,  even  through  the  early  1 830s, 
are  not  easy  to  come  by.  There  are  many  interesting  varieties 
within  this  range,  not  only  a  few  scattered  overdates,  but 
major  portrait  and  letter  variations,  with  1839  taking  the 
cake. 

1831  N-3.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50.  Lovely  light 

olive  and  tan  surfaces . 525 

1832  N-l.  Rarity-2.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50.  385 

1833  N-4.  VF-25 . 350 

1  833  N-6.  AU-50.  Double  Profile.  The  entire  pro¬ 


file,  including  the  edge  of  the  coronet  and  the 
neck,  is  sharply  doubled.  Glossy  olive  and  dark 
brown  surfaces . 425 

1836  N-3.  VF-35.  A  very  minor  planchet  clip  is 

noted  at  5:00 . 1 1 0 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  MS-60  (PCI).  They’re 

selling  fast!  We  recently  bought  a  group  of  these 
and  now  we  offer  them  individually  in  several 
grades.  Feuchtwanger  cents  have  been  widely 
chronicled  and  are,  in  fact,  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Adding  a  piece  to 
your  collection  will  make  a  nice  complement 

to  a  federal  cent  coinage  collection . 325 

The  issuer  of  these,  Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  proposed 
his  alloy,  a  variation  of  German  silver,  as  a  substitute  for  cop¬ 
per  in  coinage.  In  1837  many  thousands  of  these  cents  were 
produced  privately.  Today  they  are  eminently  collectible  and 
highly  desired.  Different  die  combinations  can  be  collected 
and  are  delineated  by  Russ  Rulau  in  his  various  references  on 
Hard  Times  tokens. 

Dr.  Feuchtwanger  was  a  man  of  many  talents,  and  sold 
patent  medicines,  operated  a  small  museum,  and  even  wrote 


a  book  (in  1838)  on  minerals  and  gems. 

1 837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58 . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58  (PCI) . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-55  (PCI) . 235 

1 837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1838  N-4.  EF-40 . 110 

1838  N-7.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous,  frosty 

brown  with  some  tinges  of  mint  red . 895 

1838  N-l. AU-50 . 175 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine.  1 ,895 

1839  N-l 3.  Booby  Head.  VF-35 . 185 

1839  N-l 4.  Rarity-3.  Booby  Head.  EF-45.  Dark 


brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety,  destined 
to  become  an  important  component  in  the  spe¬ 
cialists’  cabinet . 695 


Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 


show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1847  N-6.  AU-50 . 175 

1 847  N- 1  1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Outstanding  quality.  . 595 


1848  N-3.  VF-35.  If  you  like  die  varieties,  you’ll 
have  a  field  day  with  all  of  the  1848  issues  of¬ 
fered  here!  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 


stock . 62 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 67 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 185 

1 848  N-23.  Rarity-3 +.  VF-35 . 1 05 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 


1848  N-25.VF-30 . 75 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 84 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 60 

1848  N-3 1.  EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 95 

1848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 23S 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 65 

1848  N-4 1.  AU-50 . 235 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 


Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 


1850  N-l  1.  EF-40 . 135 

1 850  N-2 1 .  Rarity-3+.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely 
tan  with  ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for 

the  date,  type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  E  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 


1851  N-9.  AU-55 . 135 

1851  N-12.  AU-55 . 135 


The  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1839- 
1 857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high-quality 


run  of  them. 

1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1 852  AU-58  (PCGS) . 159 

1853  N-12.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-15.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  N-l 5.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominately 

light  brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5’s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 
50 . 260 


A  Few  Years  Younger 
Than  Realized 

In  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review ,  James  C. 
Gray  contributed  an  article,  “A  Search  for 
Heritage.”  However,  a  typographical  grem¬ 
lin  crept  in,  and,  as  James  Gray  recently 
pointed  out,  “My  great-grandfather,  who 
was  eight  years  old  in  1859,  suddenly  be¬ 
came  80-years  old  in  the  article.  As  a  result 
of  that,  he  would  have  been  97  when  he  got 
married  in  1875  and  1 17  when  the  last  of 
his  10  children  were  horn.  That  would 
have  really  been  an  ancestor  for  which  I 
could  have  bragging  rights.  Perhaps  a  small 
correction  in  the  next  Rare  Coin  Review 
would  be  in  order. 

Here,  then,  is  the  small  correction. 


’age 
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1855  N-9.  Italic  5  s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-45 . 150 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’$,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VE-30 . 85 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN . 495 

We  love  1857  large  cents — their  scarcity,  their  “story" 
as  the  last  large  cent — and  buy  all  ot  the  nice  ones  we  can! 

1 85”’  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and 
even  blend  ot  red  and  light  brown,  the  color  ot 
softly  glowing  embers.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 

ever  seen  at  this  grade  level . 750 

1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 195 

Small  Cents 

Kb  in  if  Liijjlc  (Vnls 

Dazzling  Gem  1856  FE  Cent 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem  specimen, 
quite  possibly  the  most  deeply  mirrored  and 
attractively  lightly  toned  specimen  we  have  ever 
ottered  for  sale  in  over  40  years  of  being  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  handling  more  than  our  share  of  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cents!  Far  finer  than  any 
other  we’ve  seen  certified  at  the  Proof-65  level 
and  far  finer  than  any  of  the  Beck  hoard  coins 
distributed  years  ago.  If  you’ve  been  looking  for 
a  creme  de  la  creme  specimen  of  this  American 
numismatic  landmark,  your  search  ends  right 
here!  . 23,850 

Somewhat  under  1,000  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  struck  in  1856  and  early  1 857  to  provide 
samples  for  distribution  to  newspaper  editors,  congressmen, 
and  others  of  influence — to  acquaint  them  with  the  new 
design  and  format.  Everyone  involved  had  spent  their  adult 
lifetime  with  the  old  “large”  cent,  and  the  new  copper-nickel 
cent  represented  a  major  change.  These  new  pieces  were  nearly 
all  in  “Uncirculated”  or  business  strike  finish. 

It  soon  developed  that  here,  indeed,  was  a  curious  coin, 
and  one  worth  owning.  At  the  time  there  was  a  great  interest 
developing  in  numismatics,  and  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 
was  at  the  center  of  the  activity.  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  announced  in  1 859  that  restrikes  of  earlier  patterns 
would  be  made  so  as  to  provide  a  supply  for  those  who  wanted 
them.  For  a  time — apparently  a  rather  short  time — this  re¬ 
striking  was  open.  Then  it  went  “underground."  During  this 
period,  additional  pieces  were  made,  perhaps  1 ,500  or  so,  all 
in  Proof  format. 

Ever  since  the  days  of  the  1 850s,  the  1 856  Flying  Eagle 
cent  has  had  a  large  measure  of  fame  all  its  own.  The  owner¬ 
ship  of  an  example  in  any  grade  has  always  been  a  badge  of 
distinction. 


1857  Snow-9.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  clashed 
with  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  die.  A  sharp 
and  very  well  defined  specimen  of  one  of  the 
most  curious  coins  in  American  numismatics. 
Lightly  toned  golden  surfaces  with  a  few  hints 
of  magenta.  A  prize  for  the  cabinet  of  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  specialist . 1,475 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brown  toned  surfaces.  .495 

1857  AU-50 . 145 

1 857  S-7,  bearing  on  the  obverse  clash  marks  from 

a  $20  Liberty  Head  coin.  F- 1 2 . 545 

1857  S-8,  bearing  on  the  reverse  clash  marks  from 

a  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar.  VF-35 . 295 

1857  S-9.  FS-003.  VG-8.  Bearing  on  the  obverse 

clash  marks  from  a  Liberty  Seated  half dollar  die. 
Fascination! . 1 25 


I  857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue. 
Far  above  average  strike . 2,1  50 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  and  lightly  toned  golden  olive  surfaces. 
Not  often  seen  at  this  quality  level . 2,395 

1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Partially  bril¬ 
liant,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  and  lilac . 875 

Indian  llrail  (nils 

Commentary:  Indian  cents  have  always  been  a 
specialty  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and 
through  judicious  purchasing  we  endeavor  to  main¬ 
tain  a  very  nice  stock  of  them.  However,  demand 
often  outruns  supply,  and  for  this  reason  no  listing 
is  ever  complete. 

As  this  issue  goes  to  press  we  have  added  a  num¬ 
ber  of  choice,  high-grade  examples  that  will  satisfy 
the  connoisseur.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous 
“type”  coins  and  common  dates — something  for 
everyone. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  find  in  choice  condition.  995 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 
First  year  of  the  Indian  obverse,  only  year  with 

the  laurel  wreath  reverse . 995 

1 859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  violet . 425 

1861  MS-60 . 199 

1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen 

of  this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine! . 1,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  possibility 


obverse  or  reverse,  mint  error. 


faces . 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 
1863  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  145 
1863  MS-60 . 65 


1864  copper  nickel.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  185 

1  864  copper  nickel.  AU-58  (PCGS) . I  1 0 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN . 495 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  MS-60 . 515 

1864  Lon  Ribbon.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 285 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-50 . 219 

1865  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1865  MS-64  BN.  Fancy  5  variety.  . 135 

1865  MS-63  RD . 275 

1 865  AU-58.  Interesting  heavy  die  clash . 49 

1 866  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  With  especially  “deep" 

mirror  Proof  fields.  A  gem! . 595 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC)." . 575 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . , . 539 

1866  AU-50 . 189 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top  quality  specimen 

of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1 867  MS-64  RB.  We  buy  nice  Indian  cents  when¬ 
ever  and  wherever  we  find  them! . 495 

1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 495 

1867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 
and  brown  toning . 450 

1 867  Repunched  7  in  Date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 

1 868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin.  750 
1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 

Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1,395 

1868  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 289 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown 
toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  In¬ 
dian  cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  ...  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  this  grade 
level . 725 

1869  VF-20 . 235 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 

In  our  experience,  an  1870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1868  or  1869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high 

quality.  . 895 

1870  MS-64  BN.  (PCGS).  Golden  brown  with 
navy  highlights.  Hints  of  faded  mint  red  can 
be  seen.  A  very  nice  example,  just  added  to  our 

inventory,  of  this  elusive  date . 575 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1870  MS-60 . 475 

1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces.  Rare  so  fine! . 1,095 

1 87 1  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  A  “find" 
for  the  buyer  who  wants  an  excellent  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  rarity.  A  “lot  of  coin  for  the 
money,”  considering  the  market  value  of  lesser 


.275 

grade  pieces . 

. 865 

from 

1871  MS-63  RB . 

. 615 

1 10 

1871  MS-61  BN  Rare . 

. 525 

i  sur- 

1871  VF-20 . 

...259 

.259 

1872  MS-63  BN.  An  attractive  key 

date  issue. 

Another  “lot  of  coin  for  the  money”  item,  con¬ 
sidering  the  market  prices  of  LF  and  ALI  speci¬ 
mens.  Always  in  demand . 825 
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1 872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces . 725 


1872  MS-60 . 535 

1872  VF-20.  Key  date . 285 


1 873  Closed  3.  MS-62  BN.  A  delightful  coin  with 
rich  brown  surfaces  tinged  with  a  bit  of  mint 


red . 375 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 650 

1875  MS-63  RB . 235 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 725 

1876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Intense  red  lustre  begin¬ 

ning  to  change,  gradually,  to  attractive  brown. 
A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  issue . 725 

1877  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
landmark  issue,  the  rarest  and  most  desired 


Indian  cent  date . 1,850 

1877  VG-8 . 475 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 950 

1880  Proof-65  RB . 350 

1880  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1880  MS-65  RB . 249 


1880  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  with  bold 


headdress  feather  details . 249 

1880  MS-64  BN . 145 

1881  Proof-65  RB . 375 

1881  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  piece  of  hand¬ 
picked  quality,  significantly  finer  than  that 
usually  seen .  325 

1881  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1883  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1 883  Proof-64  BN.  A  splendid  specimen  and,  in  our 
opinion,  inexpensive  on  todays  market . 235 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  MS-65  RB . 395 

1884  MS-64  BN . 175 

1885  Proof-63  BN . 189 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 

The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 


reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown. 

1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1 886  Type  1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 


1886  Type  I.  MS-63  RB.  Hints  of  blue  and  lilac 


enhance  both  surfaces. 


239 


1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  I.  MS-62  BN . 165 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB . 895 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1886 Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Mostly  brown 

with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce  variety.  ...439 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

Interesting  die  break  around  rim  at  lower  and  lower  right 
obverse. 

1888  Proof-64  BN . 195 

1889  MS-64  RD . 425 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 295 


1892  Proof-64  RB.  Scarce  in  Proof,  and  more  or 
less  ignored  by  the  marketplace.  This  adds  up 
to  another  Indian  cent  with  a  lot  of  value  for 


the  price  paid . 295 

1894  Proof-64  BN.  Dark  brown  and  iridescent 
blue . 195 


1894  MS-63.  RD . 175 

1895  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1896  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 265 

1897  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  blazing  gem . 169 

1898  MS-65  RD . 315 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 795 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 250 

1899  AU-50 . 18 

1901  MS-60 . 25 

1902  AU-55 . 19 

1903  MS-65  RD . 250 

1906  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 105 

1908  Proof-65  RB.  A  splendid  little  gem!  Very  in¬ 
expensive  today,  in  our  opinion . 350 

1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  beautiful  coin.  675 
1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1908- S  MS-63  BN . 315 

1 909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Virtually  as  nice 

as  the  day  of  issue . 235 

1909- S  Indian.  EF-40 . 425 

1909-S  Indian.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 425 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


lantoln  (Viils 


1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 25 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  or¬ 
ange-red  with  attractive  brilliant  rose  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 2,150 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 

gem  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
high  aesthetic  appeal  with  low  (in  this  con¬ 
text)  price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  lull  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 
ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 


for  the  price-conscious  buyer. . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Attractive 
golden  brown  and  blue  toning,  with  some  hints 

of  faded  red  at  the  rims . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 650 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB . 159 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-60 . 139 

1909-S  Lincoln.  AU-55 . 125 


1911  -D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 
Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! . 525 

191 1-D  MS-65  BN . 125 


191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 


191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191  1-D  MS-63  BN . -IS 

191 1-D  MS-60 . 89 

191 1-D  AU-58 . 75 

191 1-D  AU-50 . 65 

191 1-S  AU-58 . 89 

191 1- S  AU-55 . 79 

1912  MS-63  BN . 32 

1912  MS-60 . 26 

1912- D  MS-65  RD . 875 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 229 

1912-D  MS-60 . 115 

1912-S  MS-63  BN . 145 

1912-S  MS-60 . 95 

1912- S  AU-55 . 65 

1913- D  MS-63  RB . 115 

1913-D  MS-63  BN . 109 

1913-D  MS-60 . 85 

1913-D  EF-45 . 29 

1913-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 350 

1913-S  MS-64  RB . 195 

1913-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1913-S  MS-60 . 115 


1914-D  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  iridescent  lilac  and  gold,  faded  from 
mint  red.  A  key  issue  in  the  Lincoln  series.  One 
of  the  nicest  we’ve  had  in  recent  years.  ..2,450 
1914-D  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  series.  1 ,995 
1914-D  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 1,850 

1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 
sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 


Subscribe  Today! 

To  be  sure  of  not  missing  a  single  issue 
of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  your  best  bet  is  to 
subscribe.  It  costs  just  $95  to  get  an  entire 
year’s  worth  of  issues,  plus  all  issues  of  our 
Com  Collector  newspaper,  plus  our  Grand 
Format  "  auction  catalogues  (including  the 
upcoming  final  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection  in  April)  and  other  offerings  of 
coins  for  sale  or  auction  competition.  In 
fact,  scarcely  a  week  or  two  will  go  by 
without  your  receiving  something  from  us! 
By  the  way,  $95  is  much  less  than  it  costs  us 
to  print  and  mail  the  publications  to  you. 
Because  of  this,  subscriptions  are  solicited 
only  from  serious  potential  buyers  (sub¬ 
scriptions  from  libraries  and  others  are 
respectfully  declined). 
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ol  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of 


coin  for  the  money.”  . 1,095 

1914- S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1915  MS-63  BN . 85 

1915- S  EF-40 . 29 

1916  MS-65  BN . 39 

1916- D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  lull  mint 

red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916- D  MS-63  RB . 85 

1917  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 195 

1917  MS-64  RB . 29 

1917  MS-60 . 12 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215 

1917-D  MS-60 . 59 

1917- S  MS-64  BN . 139 

1918  MS-65  RD . 115 

1918- S  MS-63  RB . 135 

1918- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 135 

1919  MS-65  BN . 35 

1919  MS-64  RB . 29 

1919- D  MS-63  RD . 145 

1919-D  MS-63  BN . 69 

1919-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly 

brilliant.  The  reverse  exhibits  blushes  of  pink 

and  blue . 195 

1919-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 79 

1919- S  MS-60 . 35 

1920  MS-65  RD . 75 

1920  MS-63  RB . 22 

1920- D  MS-60 . 55 

1920-S  MS-64  RB . 295 


1920-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 


a  hint  of  natural  iridescence . 295 

1920-S  MS-63  RB . 159 

1920- S  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 109 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  at  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  for  this  variety.  695 

1921-S  MS-64  RB . 345 


1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant, 

just  beginning  to  fade  to  tan . 245 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 

so . 345 

1921-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Outstanding  for  the  grade . 245 

1921-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 
1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Absent  the  D  (indeed,  by  definition), 
but  otherwise  quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and 

reverse  than  usually  seen . 1,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  1,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1,695 

1923  MS-65  RD . 165 


1923-S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine.  One  of  the  key 


dates  of  the  decade . 595 

1923-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65  RD . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-63  RB . 45 


1924-D  MS-64  RB.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  gen¬ 


erally  appreciated,  in  our  opinion . 425 

1924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1924-D  AU-55 . 189 

1924-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 295 

1924- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 169 

1925- D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1925-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  About  20%  mint  red, 
with  blushes  ol  blue  and  violet  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  areas . 275 

1925- S  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 65 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 69 

1926  MS-65  RD . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1926-D  MS-63  RB . 85 

1926-S  MS-64  RB . 295 

1926-S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1926-S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS) . 125 

1926- S  AU-50 . 49 

1927  MS-65  RD . 75 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 

gem!  . 265 

1927-D  MS-64  BN . 69 

1927- S  MS-63  BN . 109 

1928- D  MS-64  RD . 119 

1928-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1928- S  MS-63  RD . 145 

1929- S  MS-65  RD . 119 

1930  MS-65  RB . 19 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 69 

1930-D  MS-63  RD . 29 

1930- S  MS-63  RD . 19 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1931  MS-65  BN . 39 

1 93 1- D  MS-64  RD . 109 

1931-D  AU-58 . 42 

1931-D  AU-55 . 38 


1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 


this  popular  low-mintage  date . 245 

1931-S  MS-63  RB . 65 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931- S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-65  RD . 55 

1932  MS-65  RB . 35 

1932- D  MS-65  RB . 39 

1935-S  MS-65  BN . 19 

1937-S  MS-65-  Brilliant . 8 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 259 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 1 19 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 199 

1939-D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS) . 75 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lus¬ 
trous,  attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  EF-40 . 195 

1946-S/D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  A  blazing  red  speci¬ 
men . 425 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1950  Proof-66  RD.  Brilliant . 49 

1950  Proof-64  RD . 29 

1951  Proof-65  RB.  Brilliant . 19 

1951  Proof-64  RD.  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-65  RD.  Brilliant . 25 

1953  Proof-66  RD.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Proof-65  RD.  Brilliant . 22 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 


A  Visit  to  Carson  City 


This  letter  arrived  the  other  day from  K.T.E.: 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“Recently  while  in  Carson  City,  I  stopped 
by  the  Nevada  State  Museum.  I  concur  with 
youropinion  ofit.  It  is  wonderful.  Iwasquite 
surprised  at  the  breadth  of  the  displays.  I 
expected  only  coins  and  the  obligatory  In¬ 
dian  displays.  The  numismatic  displays  were 
world  class.  To  me,  they  were  better  than 
those  in  the  old  San  Francisco  Mint.  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  tempted  I  was  to  cart  off  the 
1870  issues!  But,  the  other  displays  were 
exciting  as  well. 

“Especially  the  minerals.  As  a  geologist, 
I  am  drawn  to  collecting  them.  And  the 
museum  has  a  great  display,  including 
localities.  If  only  I  had  more  time.  And 
larger  luggage. 


“I  even  bought  a  couple  of  coin  books 
while  in  the  museum.  One  by  Howard 
Hickson  called  Mintmark:  CCwas  an  espe¬ 
cially  readable  account  of  the  history  of  the 
mint.  The  other  was  on  the  gold  coins  ol  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  by  Douglas  Winter  and 
Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler  and  published  by  your 
firm.  I  couldn’t  resist  buying  it.  Although  I 
could  have  gotten  a  better  deal  by  buying  it 
directly  from  B&M,  I  don’t  mind  helping 
the  museum  along.  I  admit  it,  history  is 
another  passion. 

“Thanks  for  your  support  of  other  au¬ 
thors  and  your  firm’s  publishing  ol  their 
works  and  quotations  and  references  to  their 
findings.  You  and  the  others  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  have  richly  helped  increase 
the  enjoyment  of  the  hobby. 
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Exciting  News! 

New  Proof  I8(i4-E  Indian  Cent 
Die  Variety  Discovered! 

by  Mark  Borckardt 


U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins,  1 989  revision, 
Walter  Breen  knew  of  just  this  one  die  com¬ 
bination.  In  recent  years  a  second  die  for 
these  Proofs  was  discovered.  This  new  die 
and  other  information  regarding  Proof  1 864- 
L  cents  occupy  three  pages  of  Dave’s  new 
book.  Perhaps  in  the  revised  edition  he  will 
have  to  expand  it  to  four  pages! 

In  his  letter,  Rick  Snow  reiterated  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  various  dies  used  to  strike  the 
Proof  1864-L  Indians.  We  herewith  repeat 
his  guidelines: 


Stop  the  presses! 

Actually,  it  is  too  late  to  stop  the  presses! 

Hold  the  shipments ! 

Actually,  it  is  too  late  to  hold  the  shipments ! 

No  sooner  was  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  A  Buyer’s 
Enthusiast’s  and  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents, 
published,  than  a  truly  important  new 
discovery  was  made. 

•  Oh,  well!  If  the  book  sells  well  (which 
it  seems  to  be  doing),  the  new  discovery 
can  be  mentioned  in  a  future  edition! 

A  Trip  to  Pennsylvania 

Not  so  long  ago  I  was  in  Pennsylvania 
receiving  coins  from  the  owner  of  a  long¬ 
standing  collection, — indeed,  one  of 
America’s  finest.  The  consignment  con¬ 
sisted  primarily  oflndian  cents.  Included 
was  an  1 864-L  in  Proof,  a  scarce  coin  in 
all  grades,  but  a  truly  major  rarity  in 
Proof  format.  Fewer  than  20  are  known 
to  exist! 

Seeking  to  see  if  the  coin  could  be 
recognized  for  its  past  pedigree,  I  sent 
it  to  Richard  Snow  of  Eagle  Eye  Rare 
Coins  for  his  examination.  Often,  coin  pedigrees  are  lost 
sight  of,  but  someone  with  a  detailed  file,  such  as  that 
Rick  Snow  maintains,  can  be  of  help  in  reconstructing 
it — assuming  that  a  particular  coin  was  either  clearly 
photographed  or  described  in  detail  in  a  previous  auction 
offering. 

Upon  returning  the  coin,  Rick  informed  me  that  this  was 
struck  from  a  previously  unknown  die  marriage  with  a  new 
obverse  die.  How  exciting!  This  coin  is  illustrated  with  this 
article  and  will  be  offered  for  sale  in  our  March  1 997  auction 
in  Baltimore. 

A  Bit  of  Background 

Many  years  ago  it  was  believed  that  all  Proof  1 864-L  cents 
were  from  a  single  pair  of  dies  (which  are  described  below  as 
Obverse  2  and  Reverse  B)  which  featured  a  long  diagonal 
spine  below  the  Indian’s  jaw.  In  his  landmark  Encyclopedia  of 


1864-L  Proof  Cent  Dies 

Obverse  1:  The  digit  1  is  positioned  nearly 
under  the  bust  point.  The  left  edge  of  the  base  of 
the  1  is  positioned  between  denticles  below.  This 
die  is  polished  somewhat  unevenly,  with  more  space  between  the 
denticles  at  3:00  and  9:00  than  at  12:00  and  6:00. 

Obverse  2:  The  1  is  positioned  far  to  the  right  of  the  bust  point.  A 
long  raised  die  line  extends  diagonally  from  northeast  to  southwest  just 
under  the  jaw  of  the  Indian. 

Obverse  3:  The  new  discovery  and  seen  only  on  this  specimen. 
Repunched  4  (northwest).  Left  edge  of  1  is  positioned  over  the  left 
halfof  a  denticle.  This  die  is  similar  at  a  glance  to  obverse  1 ,  but  differs 
upon  close  examination  in  the  position  of  the 
date  in  relation  to  the  denticles. 

Reverse  A:  Nearly  perfect  dies.  Same  dies  as 
used  for  some  1864  No  L  Proofs.  Because  no 
major  die  markers  are  seen  on  this  die,  this  had 
to  be  proven  using  side  by  side  microscopic 
examination. 

Reverse  B:  This  die  has  many  crisscrossing 
die  lines.  This  reverse  die  is  seen  on  numerous 
Proof  issues  in  the  1868-1871  era  and  was  a 
“workhorse”  die  of  the  era. 

Known  Die  Pairs 

The  three  die  pairs  are  as  follows: 

Die  Pair  1:  Obverse  1  and  Reverse  A. 

Die  Pair  2:  Obverse  2  and  Reverse  B. 

Die  Pair  3:  Obverse  3  and  Reverse  A. 

Registry  of  Known  Specimens 

In  addition  to  the  information  regarding  the  discovery  of  this 
new  die  pair,  numismatist  Snow  provided  an  updated  roster  of 
Proof  specimens. 

Die  Pair  1:  S  ix  pieces  currently  identified: 

1 .  The  coin  auctioned  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  Higgins 
collection,  June  1988,  Lot  99. 

2.  An  example  offered  in  the  Bowers  and  Ruddy  sale  of  the  Curtis 
Paxman  collection,  Lot  213. 

3.  A  coin  sold  by  New  England  Rare  Coin  Auctions  in  November 
1979,  Lot  1 177.  (Incorrectly  described  as  having  an  obverse  spine  on 
Miss  Liberty  as  on  Obverse  2). 

4.  The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society'  specimen,  sold  by  Stack  s 
in  March  1982,  Lot  620 

5.  The  Ruder  Collection  coin,  sold  by  Stack  s  in  September  1 987, 
Lot  532. 

6.  The  Dupont  specimen,  later  sold  by  Stack's  in  the  R.l  Miles,  1  r. , 
sale,  April  1969,  Lot  234. 
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Die  Pair  2:  Nine  currently  identified,  the  long-known  “standard” 
die  pair  lor  Prool  1864-L  cents: 

7.  I  he  Norweb  Collection  specimen.  Lot  1 56  in  the  October  1 987  sale  by 
Bowers  and  Merena. 

8.  1  he  specimen  sold  by  Superior  Galleries  in  the  Blevens  and  Bodway 
Collections  sale,  June  1988,  Lot  4077. 

9.  The  Floyd  Starr  specimen,  sold  by  Stack's,  October  1992,  Lot  657. 

10.  The  W.G.  Baldenhofer  coin  which  was  sold  by  Stack’s  in  November 
1955,  Lot  214.  More  recently,  this  coin  was  sold  by  Eagle  Eye  Rare  Coins  to 
the  owner  of  an  East  Coast  collection. 

11.  A  coin  sold  by  Superior  in  October  1995  which  may  be  the  same  as 
number  8  above. 

12.  A  privately  owned  specimen  which  is  reported  to  have  been  acquired 
in  the  1950s. 

13.  The  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd  specimen,  plated  in  the  1977  Breen  Proof  Coin 
Encyclopedia.  Sold  by  Bowers  &  Ruddy  in  June  1976,  Lot  1387  and  later,  by 
Stack’s  in  Auction  90,  Lot  46. 

14.  The  Snow  plate  coin  in  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Head  Cents ,  sold  by 
Mid-American  Rare  Coin  Auctions  at  the  1986  FUN  auction,  Lot  429. 

15.  The  Charles  Jay  Collection  specimen  sold  by  Stack’s,  October  1 967, 


Lot  434.  More  recently  sold  by  Superior  Galleries  in  Auction  ’88,  Lot  24. 

Die  Pair  3:  Unique;  Illustrated  here: 

16.  Consigned  to  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  as  part  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Collection  of  Indian  Cents  to  be  auctioned  in  Baltimore,  March  1997. 

Regarding  this  coin,  Rick  Snow  stated:  “It  is  a  superb  specimen  with  more  red 
than  any  specimen  [Proof  1864-L]  yet  seen  by  this  numismatist.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  was  struck  at  the  same  time  as  Die  Pair  #1  in  an  obviously,  very  limited 
quantity.” 

Importance  of  Dies 

Proper  identification  of  the  die  pairs  is  of  great  interest  and 
importance  to  the  numismatist  who  studies  coins  carefully. 

Reverse  B,  described  above  and  known  only  on  Die  Pair  2,  has  been 
identified  as  a  later  date  die,  suggesting  that  these  are  actually  restrikes 
of  circa  1871  when  this  die  was  in  regular  use. 

Coins  struck  from  Reverse  A,  known  with  Die  Pair  1 ,  and  now  also 
Die  Pair  3,  are  considered  originals,  struck  circa  1864.  As  such,  only 
seven  of  the  1 6  Proof  1 864-L  cents  identified  above  are  actual  original 
issues  of  1 864. 


We’ll  Do  the  Work. 


you  get  the  rewards! 


>  Take  advantage  of  our  newly 
expanded  Want  Cist  Service! 

Take  advantage  of  our  newly 
expanded  Want  List  Service 
designed  to  fit  your  personal 
numismatic  needs.  By  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  our 
Want  List  Service,  you  can  be  right  in  the 
center  of  the  best  buys  in  America! 

I  and  others  on  our  staff  will  be  your 
eyes  and  ears  on  every  convention  bourse 
floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time  collec¬ 
tions  come  through  our  doors,  and  over  the 
telephone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over 
the  country. 

Let  me  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want, 
in  the  grades  you  want,  and  at  prices  that 
will  be  a  good  value  for  you. 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

1 )  Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  organization  has  been  one  of 
the  most  reputable,  longest-established,  and 
financially  secure  coin  companies. 

2)  Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 
quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 


For  information ,  call  toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 

Or  write: 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc. 

Attn:  Gail  Watson  •  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in 
combination  with  their  technical  grades. 
PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for 
you.  We  promise  that  you  will  like  the 
beautiful  coins  you  receive  from  us!  Each 
and  every  purchase  you  make  from  us 
comes  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction. 

3)  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly 
enjoy  providing  the  best  in  personal  service. 
Each  of  our  clients  becomes  an  important 
member  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  “fam¬ 
ily”  of  coin  buyers. 

I  invite  you  to  send  me  a  list  of  the 
important,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seek¬ 
ing  in  the  price  range  of  $250  up  to  any 
higher  amount. 

Just  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  to  list 
the  coins  you  need.  Please  fill  it  out  as  com¬ 
pletely  as  you  would  like,  and  send  it  to  me. 

1  will  immediately  begin  searching  for 
the  coins  you  specify! 

I  really  look  forward  to  helping  you! 

y /Cj ail  Watson 
/  Numismatic  Sales  Director 
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TWO-,  THREE,  AJVII  KIVE-CENT  PIECES 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight 


Commentary:  1  he  short-lived  two-cent  series 
began  in  1864  and  ended  in  1873.  The  present 
listing  includes  most  of  the  different  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  scarce  and  high  quality  varieties. 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-50.  The  cl  assic  business 

strike  rarity  of  the  denomination . 415 

1864  Small  Motto.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown.  350 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces. ..  975 
1864  Large  Motto.  Obverse  doubled  die.  Breen- 
2377.  AU-50 . 375 

1864  Large  Motto.  EF-40 . 35 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1866  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 65 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1 869/8  Breen-2399.  Alternatively,  1 869  repunched 

date.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 805 

1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 

series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 1,950 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a 
great  rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time 
of  issue.  Last  business  strike  date  in  the  se¬ 
ries . t: .  1,795 

It  is  not  clear  why  business  strike  1872  two-cent  pieces 
were  made.  In  1871  the  Mint  gathered  in  many  two-cent 
pieces  of  earlier  dates,  and  these  were  subsequently  melted 
and  converted  into  planchet  strip  for  Indian  cents  (account¬ 
ing  in  part  for  increased  mintages  of  Indian  cents  after  1 872). 
We  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  most  1872  two-cent 
pieces  never  left  the  Mint,  but  were  melted. 

1872  VF-20.  Rare! . 295 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  nice 

specimen  of  this  classic  rare  issue.  Gems  such 
as  this  are  always  in  demand.  Estimated  600 
pieces  struck,  all  Proofs  (with  no  related  busi¬ 
ness  strikes).  Always  in  demand! . 1,850 

Nickel  Pieces 

Commentary:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  produced 
from  1865  through  1889,  are  interesting  to  col¬ 
lect.  A  complete  date  run  can  be  acquired  for  rela¬ 
tively  low  cost  on  today  s  market,  and  this  includes 
examples  in  higher  grades  such  as  Mint  State  and 
Proof.  Issues  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  begin¬ 
ning  in  1877,  are  in  most  instances,  remarkable 
for  their  low  mintages. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 


portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...715 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115 

1867  AU-58  (PCGS) . 49 

1868  MS-63 . 159 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  so 

fine . 450 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 


date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 

1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 

trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur . 1,850 

1877  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  the  most  wanted  date  in  the  se¬ 
ries,  a  rare  Proof-only  issue.  This  particular 
example  is  nicer  than  some  Proof-65  coins 


we’ve  seen! .  1,495 

1878  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1 878  VF-20.  A  coin  collector  must  have  spent  this 
one!  Very  rare  in  worn  grades  (far  rarer  than 
high-grade  Proof!) . 545 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 349 


Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  325 
1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  very  appeal¬ 


ing  specimen . 525 

Rare  Proof-only  date.  No  business  strikes  were  produced 
this  year. 

1887/6  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1888  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 

of  the  last  year  of  the  denomination . 495 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 495 


Silver  3K  Pieces 

Commentary:  As  a  class,  silver  three-cent  pieces 
are  scarcer  today  than  are  nickel  three-cent  pieces. 
The  silver  issues  were  first  produced  in  1851  and 
made  in  quantity  through  1 862,  after  which  coin¬ 
age  was  severely  curtailed.  The  last  year,  1873,  was 
limited  only  to  Proofs.  Today,  all  dates  are  collect¬ 
ible,  but  those  after  1 862  are  scarcer  and  more  ex¬ 
pensive. 

1 855  MS-62. (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence 
with  splashes  of  vivid  gold  and  some  light  ton¬ 
ing  “freckles.”  A  very  appealing  example  of  an 
issue  that  is  well  known  as  a  scarce,  low-mint¬ 
age  date.  You’ll  like  this  one . 725 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  The  1856,  1857,  and  1858  silver  three- 
cent  pieces  often  come  struck  as  flat  as  the  pro¬ 
verbial  pancake  (and  this  striking  problem  is 
why  the  design  was  changed  in  1859).  How¬ 
ever,  this  1858  is  a  cut  above  that  usually  seen 
and,  while  not  needle  sharp,  is  in  the  top  10% 
we’ve  seen,  quality-wise.  A  coin  you  will  enjoy 
having  as  part  of  your  collection . 635 

1860  Proof-64  (NGC).  Vivid  blue,  violet,  and 

golden  brown  iridescence  enhances  the  frosty 
devices  and  the  mirror  fields.  Only  1,000 
Proof  three-cent  pieces  were  coined  during 
the  year .  895 

1  861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 


lar  overdate  variety. . 1 ,195 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I  h( 
frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  deep 
mirror  fields.  A  desirable  Proof-only  issue  hav¬ 
ing  a  mintage  of  just  600  pieces.  Coined  dur¬ 
ing  the  final  year  of  the  silver  three-cent  de¬ 
nomination . 1 ,050 

Nickel  .Iv  PiiTPS 

Sliirlil  Vitkcls 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5<t 


1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 
example  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glit¬ 
tering  mirror  fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle! 
You  can  search  a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of 
this  one!  High  numerical  grade  plus  high  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal  combined.  You’ll  really  like  hav¬ 
ing  this  in  your  collection!  Shield  nickels  with 
reverse  rays  were  coined  in  1866  and  1 867  only 
and  consequently  are  eagerly  sought  by  type 


collectors . 4,650 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 675 


1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with 
a  whisper  of  pale  gold.  The  devices  are  frosty 
cameos  and  the  fields  are  deep  mirrors. .  1,050 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  275 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces. 
THE  key  issue  among  Shield  nickels.  ...  1,450 

1878  Proof-61  (ANACS).  Proof-only  issue.  Bril¬ 

liant.  A  19th-century  classic  rarity  is  yours  for 
only . 569 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1883  Shield.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 69 

Eilinlv  Head  \irki‘ls 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
this  attractive  (in  our  opinion)  and  popular  (fact: 
after  a  few  years  of  lassitude,  there  has  been  a  great 
vitality  in  this  series)  design.  Take  your  pick  of  these 
beauties,  each  guaranteed  to  please: 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  We  recently  bought  a  small  group  of  these. 
Only  a  few  are  left.  Buy  one  for . 325 

1883  With  CENTS.  Proof-63  (PCGS) . 235 

1884  MS-63.  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and 

rare.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  It  s  vours 

for . 795 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  and  lilac 
toning . 245 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  . 139 

1894  AU-50 . 1 65 
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1905  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Just  a  whisper  away 
from  full  Mint  State.  Lots  ol  value  here! . 59 

1912  Liberty  nickel  hub  trial.  Deep  impression  of 

1912  obverse  die,  complete,  on  a  large,  thick 
copper  Han.  Possibly  unique . 995 

liiilTalo  Nickels 

Commentary:  Buffalo  nickels,  minted  from 

1913  through  1938,  are  very  popular  in  the  present 
market  and  have  been  for  a  long  time. 

The  obverse  design  featuring  a  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  is  true  to  life,  rather  than  stylistic  (as  on  the 
Indian  cent).  The  reverse  depicts  a  bison  (as  it  is 
properly  known),  popularly  called  a  “buffalo,”  also 
taken  from  life.  Among  Mint  State  coins,  branch 
mint  varieties  in  the  early  and  mid-1920s  are  par¬ 
ticularly  elusive  if  decently  struck. 

We  always  buy  nice  Buffalo  nickels  of  varieties 
not  in  our  stock.  Enjoy!  As  always,  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  95 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  630 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  blue 

and  gold . 219 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive 

golden  gray. . 285 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-58 . 35 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-55 . 29 

Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<t 
Traditional  Rarity 


Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and 
somewhat  proof  like.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series 
(but  quite  unpublicized,  possibly  because  so 
few  high-grade  pieces  are  around).  The  spe¬ 
cialist  will  really  appreciate  this  one!  And  of 
course,  it  comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfac¬ 
tion!  .  3,650 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  II 
years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  top  two  or  three 
“key”  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it  is 
somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  generations  of 
collectors  come  and  go  and  emphasize  different  things. 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity”  among 

Buffalo  nickels . 3,650 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen!.  Whenever  we  see  a  very 
nice  1913-S  Type  II  at  a  reasonable  price,  we 

buy  it! .  975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selec¬ 
tion  we  have  in  this  issue!  . 975 

1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-50 . 280 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..365 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 295 

1915  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

191 5- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .625 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade . 1,150 

1916  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  98 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS) . 98 

1916  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1916- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 199 

1916- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Vivid  and  very  appealing 

light  golden  toning . 185 

1917  MS-63.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  over  deeply 

lustrous  surfaces.  As  always,  we  picked  this  one 
for  its  QUALITY. . 115 

1917- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 719 

1917-  S  EF-40 . 155 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..215 

1918- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful .  1,195 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

1919  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1919- S  EF-40 . 169 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 

with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 
issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

1921  MS-65.  Brilliant . 350 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pearl  gray  iridescence.  Quite 
scarce  in  MS-65  and  higher  grades.  One  of  the 

nicest  we’ve  had  in  recent  years . 510 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1 923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 
of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 785 


1 923- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 785 
1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  attractive.  One 

of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint  coins . 215 

1924- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning — 

the  way  we  like  them.  Another  beauty! . 765 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- D  MS-60  (NGC).  Delicate  toning . 425 

1925-D  VF-20.  Planchet  lamination . 49 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 
this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series.  Your  satisfac¬ 
tions  is  guaranteed! . 1,850 

1926  MS-65-  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 550 

1927- D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 285 

1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1928- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<t 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  very  pleas¬ 
ing.  We  bought  four(!)  of  these  little  beauties, 
and  we  expect  them  to  sell  right  away. . 615 

1928- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1929  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1929- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1929-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 49 


Add  our  great  books  to  your  library !  Your  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed ! 
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FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 62 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1930-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 
Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with 

blushes  of  gold.  An  ever  popular  variety.  Sev¬ 
eral  orders  rarer  in  Mint  State  than  the  more 
famous  lower  mintage  1931-S . 135 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 

1934- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces . 240 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1  55 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 

tiful.  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve  seen  in  recent 
times.  Could  easily  be  called  Proof-65 . 925 

This  was  among  the  first  Proof  strikes  in  1 936  and  has  a 
somewhat  satiny  or  matte-like  finish  quite  unlike  the  so-called 
Type  II  or  mirror  finish  variety.  Rarer  than  the  latter. 

1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This 


is  the  Type  II  or  deep  mirror  surface  issue  that 
is  in  such  great  demand . 1,195 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1936-S/S  Fivaz-Stanton-5<L020.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Light  golden  toning.  The  mintmark  shows  con¬ 
spicuous  doubling . 295 

1936- S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 38 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny 

devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden  gray 
iridescence . 795 

1937- D  MS-65 . 32 

1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3  Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  the  nicest 


we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomaly,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 
tion . 3,450 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58  (NGC).  Vivid  orange 
gold  with  splashes  of  lilac . 675 

1937- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  12S 


Jefferson  \ickels 


1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1939-D  MS-65  Golden  toning . 59 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 30 

1951  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 38 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 32 

1952  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 35 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 32 


Place  your  order  today  at  special  pre-publication  prices  for  Dave  Bowers’  great  new  book  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  to 
be  released  early  in  1997.  The  book  is  460  pages  in  length,  contains  many,  many  illustrations,  and  fascinating  accounts  of  hundreds 
of  different  treasures.  Here  is  a  book  you  will  not  be  able  to  put  down  once  you  start  reading  it!  (Actually,  the  crowd  shown  here 
couldn’t  order  the  book — the  people  illustrated  were  photographed  in  1908)  See  page  24  for  ordering  information. 


Join  the  Crowd. . . 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 


__  ^*sociaWon 
t&VTESSlAI.  HISTORY 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


rJBu>vr'>and 
'"'la»  Cents 


QI  am  about  half  way  through  your  new  book 
on  Indian  Head  cents  and  am 
enjoying  it  immensely.  I  have  j 
never  collected  Indian  cents,  and  I  am  | 
not  even  sure  why  I  bought  the  book, 
but  now  that  I  have  it  I  think  I  will 
start  a  collection!  How’s  that  for  unin¬ 
tended  salesmanship?  The  book  is  very 
interesting  to  read,  although  I  am  a 
beginner. 

Do  you  think  it  makes  sense  to  buy  MS-63 
coins?  The  figures  you  show  for  MS-63  RB  in  the 
various  graphs  seem  to  show  a  lot  of  value  there.  Any 
advice  would  be  appreciated,  as  I  don’t  have  even  a 
single  Indian  cent  yet.  Also,  should  I  buy  only  certified 


A 


coins: 


—  C.C. 


A  By  all  means  go  for  MS-63  red  and  brown.  I 
believe  that  this  is  a  great  grade,  and  for  many  of 
the  non-rare  dates  (which  includes  most  dates 
1 879-1909  and  a  few  others  before  then),  you  can  buy  several 
coins  for  the  same  price  that  an  MS-65  piece  would  sell  for. 

As  I  mentioned  in  the  book,  and  which  you  probably  have 
already  read  (if  you  started  in  the  beginning),  grade  is  one 
thing  and  quality  can  be  something  else  entirely.  Whether 
you  buy  certified  coins  or  “raw”  is  up  to  you  (but  seeing  that 
you  are  just  starting,  certified  coins  might  give  you  more 
confidence).  In  any  event,  avoid  coins  that  are  stained, 
spotted,  or  otherwise  unattractive.  Buy 
pretty  MS-63  coins,  and  use  your  own  WBtKBKBM  Hi 
eye  to  tell  the  difference. 

I  advise  that  you  start  by  getting  as 
many  different  dates  as  you  can  in  the 
1879-1909  years,  and  also  the  1859- 
1864  copper-nickel  issues.  You  didn’t 
mention  your  budget,  but  unless  you 
intend  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  right 
away,  this  list  includes  enough  differ¬ 
ent  coins  to  keep  you  busy  for  a  while. 

Later,  once  you  have  cut  your  teeth  on 
inexpensive  purchases,  go  for  the  rare 
issues  such  as  1864-L,  1871,  1872, 

1877,  1909-S,  and  the  others. 

#  *  &  * 

QCan  you  tell  me  anything 

else  about  A.  Reimers,  whom  you  mention  in 
your  American  Numismatic  Association  Cen- 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


tennial  History  vol¬ 
umes?  (These  are  two 
great  books  by  the 
way,  and  I  thinkyou 
should  promote 
them  more;  they  are 
two  of  the  best 
reads  I  have  ever 
had.)  I  am  trying 
to  find  out  about 
West  Coast  deal¬ 
ers  who  were  active  in  the  early  1900s 
and  can’t  seem  to  find  much  except  what  you 
have  written.  Help!  — K.W.H. 

Reimers  was  in  the  coin  game  early  on  and  was 
known  as  a  numismatist  by  the  1870s.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1  880,  his  name  appeared  on  the  cover 
of  an  auction  catalogue  issued  by  Edouard  Frossard.  How¬ 
ever,  he  was  hardly  selling  out,  for  he  continued  to  buy  and 
sell  for  many  years  thereafter.  In  1881  he  was  located  at  526 
Post  Street,  San  Francisco,  and  had  rather  sophisticated 
tastes,  including  not  only  United  States  coins,  but  world  and 
ancient  pieces  as  well,  among  which  specialities  were  necessity 
and  siege  pieces  (a  rather  arcane  endeavor).  By  the  1890s  he 
was  at  21 1  Taylor  Street  in  the  same  city.  He  was  one  ol  the 
suppliers  to  John  M.  Clapp  (oil  man  of  Venango  County, 
Pennsylvania)  and  is  mentioned  on  page  145  of  my  more 
recent  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  King  of  Coins. 

In  the  early  1900s  he  was  visited  at  least  twice  by  numis¬ 
matic  entrepreneur  and  showman  Farran  Zerbe.  Reimers  was 
on  the  scene  during  the  April  1906  earthquake  and  later 
shared  his  experiences  with  readers  of  The  Numismatist. 

As  to  other  information  about  Reimers,  I  know  little. 
However,  if  you  want  to  flesh  out  his  biography  and  send  a 
few  paragraphs  this  way,  we  ll  share  your  findings  with  our 
readers. 

:*±le  stile  stile  stile 

rp' 

I  am  just  beginning  to  collect  Morgan  and 
Peace  dollars.  I  am  confused  in  my  efforts  to 
understand  the  grading  of  these  coins  as  I  see 
them  listed  in  various  advertisements,  and  I  hope  that 
someone  in  your  organization  can 
take  a  minute  to  assist  me.  I  see  coins 
advertised  elsewhere  as  “Gem  Bril¬ 
liant’’  and  in  your  publications  as 
“MS-65.”  These  coins  are  possibly 
the  same  grade,  but  the  prices  of 
pieces  described  as  “MS-65”  and  cer¬ 
tified  are  usually  much  higher  than 
what  I  see  in  popular  magazines  sim¬ 
ply  called  “Gem  Brilliant.”  Can  you 
help  me  by  briefly  explaining  the 
difference  before  I  make  further  pur¬ 
chases? — D.T.M. 


Q 


A 


This  is  like  trying  to  com¬ 
pare  the  proverbial  apples 
and  oranges.  When  a  coin  is 
described  as  MS-65  and  certified  by  PCGS,  NGC,  or 
ANACS  (the  three  leading  grading  services),  this  means 
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that  one  of  these  third-party  services  has  inspected  it  carefully  and 
rendered  an  opinion  as  to  the  grading  being  in  that  level,  following 
more  or  less  the  guidelines  set  up  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Association.  I  say  “more  or  less,  as  grading  is  and  probably  always 
will  be  a  matter  of  opinion.  While  certified  MS-65  coins  may  vary 
in  quality  and  desirability  because  of  striking  characteristics,  and 
attractiveness  of  surface,  they  are  still  in  the  same  general  category 
so  far  as  marks,  scuffs,  and  evidence  of  contact  are  concerned.  On 
the  other  hand,  what  you  mention  as  “Gem  Brilliant”  is  the  sort 
of  term  found  in  catchpenny  advertisements  in  numismatic  peri¬ 
odicals,  which  prey  upon  buyers  who  don’t  know  the  difference. 
There  is  no  way  to  compare  someone’s  “Gem  Brilliant”  grade,  for 
such  a  coin  if  sent  to  PCGS,  for  example,  might  only  be  MS-60, 


or,  in  other  words,  a  very  low  level  Mint  State  coin.  Some  such 
pieces  we  have  seen  have  not  even  made  minimum  Uncirculated 
qualifications  on  what  would  be  called  AU! 

My  advice  is  simple:  Ifyou  do  not  know  the  dealer,  then  be  sure 
to  buy  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  that  are  certified  by  one  of  the 
grading  services  just  mentioned.  Beyond  that,  use  your  own 
judgement  as  to  whether  a  coin  is  attractive.  If  a  piece  is  spotted, 
stained,  poorly  struck,  etc.,  reject  it  even  though  it  is  certified  as 
MS-65.  After  all,  it  you  do  not  find  it  attractive,  a  future  buyer  will 
not  either.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  coin  is  certified  as  MS-65,  is 
attractive  to  your  eye,  and  is  beautiful  in  other  respects,  go  ahead 
and  buy  it  with  the  confidence  that  you  have  a  truly  nice  piece. 

I  hope  this  helps. 


Five  Hundred  Millions  for  a  Rainy  Day 

By  Emmett  Campbell  Hall 


We  came  across  this  circa  1909  clipping 
the  other  day,  source  of  publication  not 
known,  which  provides  an  interesting  view 
of paper  money  stored  in  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment.  What  a  numismatic  treasure  this 
must  have  been!  We  can  just 
imagine  piles  of  1896  “ Educa¬ 
tional ”  $1,  $2,  and  $5  bills, 
bundles  of  rare  $100  or  even 
$1,000  notes,  and  more.  Won¬ 
der  if  any  remain  today  in  some 
forgotten  vault  corner ? 

Down  in  the  earth,  below 
the  sub-basement  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  building  at  Washington,  25  feet 
below  the  level  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
the  government  has  built  a  treasure  chest, 
the  riches  of  which  would  make  the  spoils 
of  Monte  Cristo’s  cave  seem  like  the  copper 
coins  shaken  from  a  child  s  tin  bank.  Stacked 
in  this  vault  like  stock  in  a  wholesale  paper- 
house  are  many  boxes,  thousands  of  them, 
each  containing  what  would  be  regarded  as 
a  fortune  by  the  average  man.  Already  there 
is  in  the  vault  about  300  million  dollars  in 
currency,  with  200  million  more  to  come. 
This  half-billion  of  dollars  is  to  be  held 
against  the  possibility  of  stress  in  the  money 
market,  in  which  event  it  would  be  scattered 
over  the  land  in  a  refreshing  green  shower. 

Five  hundred  millions  in  currency  is  a 
lot  of  money,  both  in  amount  and  bulk, 
and  the  printing  of  the  notes — about  a  car¬ 
load  of  them — in  addition  to  the  regular 


currency  issues  has  taxed  the  government’s 
money-plant  to  the  utmost,  and  counters 
and  checkers  have  worked  as  though  the  fate 
of  the  nation  hung  on  their  flying  fingers.  In 
the  Division  of  Issue  of  the  Treasury  De¬ 


partment,  where  the  last  counting 
is  done  before  the  notes  go  to  the  big  vault 
below,  money  has  looked  cheap,  with  bills 
of  all  denominations  stacked  in  bundles  on 
the  tables,  on  the  floor,  and  even  piled  on 
the  window  sills. 

The  only  entrance  to  the  big  new  vault  is 
by  means  of  an  elevator  leading  down  from 
the  Division  of  Issue,  and  the  sensation  of 
the  descent  is  peculiar — not  unlike  that  ex¬ 
perienced  when  the  hatches  of  a  submarine 
are  bolted  down.  When  in  the  vault  itself, 
one  might  imagine  that  he  was  in  the  turret 
of  a  battleship,  with  the  massive  steel  walls 


around,  and  the  steel  roof  and  floor  above 
and  below. 

It  takes  but  a  few  minutes  to  convince 
one  that  the  emergency  currency  is  in  a 
perfectly  safe  place.  In  the  first  place,  the 
only  way  to  reach  the  vault  is  by  means  of 
the  elevator  from  the  Division  of  Issue,  so 
that  any  enterprising  citizen  who  privately 
determined  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  put¬ 
ting  the  notes  into  circulation  would 
have  a  good  job  at  tunnelling  to 
perform  before  he  could  come  within 
sight  of  the  steel  walls.  Even  should 
he  burrow  through  the  earth  and 
chisel  through  the  solid  masonry 
surrounding  the  vault,  he  would 
then  be  apt  to  give  up  with  a 
discouraged  “What’s  the  use?”  for 
the  thing  is  certainly  impressive. 
The  vault  proper  is  of  solid  steel,  with 
walls  eight  inches  thick — as  thick  and  hard 
as  the  armor-plate  on  our  best  battleships. 
It  is  55  feet  long  and  18  high,  and  has  no 
less  than  17  miles  of  wire  wound  about  it 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  impossible  to 
touch  any  of  the  exterior  without  setingoff 
an  alarm.  Time-locks  of  the  most  improved 
type  make  fast  the  massive  door. 

^\s  a  matter  of  fact,  the  emergency 
currency  would  be  perfectly  safe  if  Uncle 
Sam  should  set  that  vault  down  in  the 
middle  of  a  lonely  pasture,  provide  every 
cracksman  in  the  country  with  a  few  sticks 
of  dynamite,  and  invite  them  to  try  their 
luck. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 


High-Grade  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Flowing  Hair 
style  as  for  1794-1795  issues.  Beautiful  gun- 
metal-blue  and  gray  toning.  Excellent  strike 
and  without  the  often-seen  adjustment  marks. 
A  prize  coin  for  the  half  dime  connoisseur  or 
the  type  set  collector.  A  very  handsome  speci¬ 
men .  2,650 

Obverse  die  with  break  from  Y  in  LIBERTY  through 
Miss  Liberty’s  nose;  another  break  through  7  in  date. 

1829  V-2.  MS-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent 

toning . 395 

1 829  V-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  gray 
toning  with  much  lustre  still  surviving.  ...239 
1 829  V-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Capped 
Bust  style,  following  a  hiatus  in  the  mintage  of 


this  denomination  since  1805  . 375 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1 834  V-4.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 


1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (NGC). 
The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold 
at  the  borders.  The  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  some  certi¬ 
fied  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is  it! . 1,385 

fiherlv  Sealed  Hall  Himes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  the  design . 1,950 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  half  dime  series.  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and  dimes, 
too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838-0)  and 
not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a  cameo-like 
aspect. 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  just  a  whisper  of  pale 
gold.  A  truly  beautiful  example  of  this  coin,  a 
piece  with  is  among  the  “high  end”  examples  at 
the  MS-63  level  and  is  as  nice  as  some  we’ve 
seen  certified  as  MS-64.  To  our  eye  this  repre¬ 


sents  a  nice  middle  ground  between  high  qual¬ 
ity  and  low  price . 1,165 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set . 695 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  AU-50 

(ANACS) .  145 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 135 

1 845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 695 

1 849/8  AU-58  (ANACS) . 250 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 
we’ve  seen . 3,250 

An  ideal  coin  for  the  numismatist  who  has  an  “1824 
over  various  dates”  halt  dollar  and  wants  a  half  dime  equiva¬ 
lent! 

1851  -O  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 


silver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 

185 1-0  AU-50 . 195 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 

with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,595 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare.  750 
1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 149 


1853  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  .and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular 
three-year  design  type.  Just  a  hair’s-breadth  from 

full  Mint  State . 145 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  Probably  from  an  old- 

time  collection . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 


phia  Mint  1 854  half  dime . 1 ,095 

1 856  AU-55  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1 10 


1 856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 


grade . 595 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 
hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 650 


1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint 
Engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics, 
Paquet  is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but 
for  the  distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of 
1 861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859- 
O  half  dime  is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  varia¬ 


tion. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 

brilliant . 1 ,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 


It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you  should, 
too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is  your  last  cost, 
too!  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  we  have  been  delivering 
quality  coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  muse¬ 
ums  ever  since  we  started  business  in  1953,  and 
in  the  process  have  built  what  is  probably 
America’s  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership. 
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1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  Finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 


Gorgeous  Gem  1 863  Rarity 


lliaiicil  linsl  Dimes 

1805  John- Reich-1 .  Rarity-3.  F-12.  (PCGS).  At¬ 


tractive  light  toning . 675 

1'aiHHMl  linsl  lliim-s 

1820  JR-8.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 340 

Gem  1821  Dime 


Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the 
“type”  collector . 1 ,465 

Lustrous  1837  Dime 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 

business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 2,850 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  few  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin) 
payments  were  suspended  from  mid  1 862  until  the  late  1 870s. 
Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date  ordered  Proofs. 
Business  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

Gem  Proof  1864  Rarity 


1864  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  hall  dime 
has  it  all:  superb  gem  quality,  low  Proof  mint¬ 
age,  and  low  related  business  strike  production. 
A  key  issue  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  2,795 
1864-S  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  grade.  695 

1864- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Pearl  gray  toning  on  frosty 

surfaces . 450 

1865- S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .419 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  higher  grades,  more  so  than  is  generally  real¬ 
ized.  At  the  time  they  were  issued,  probably  no  collectors 
sought  to  save  them — as  there  was  no  interest  in  mintmarks. 

1865-S  AU-50  (ANACS). Light  gold  toning.  .425 
1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breens  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297, 
which  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  vol¬ 
ume  to  your  library  if  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have 
sold  over  1 0,000  copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988). 

Dimes 

Commentary:  Enjoy  our  listing  of  dimes  in  this 
issue.  It  includes  many  nice  issues  from  the  Capped 
Bust  style  through  to  modern  times.  Remember, 
each  coin  has  been  selected  for  its  quality.  You’ll 
like  what  you  see  when  your  package  arrives! 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  li¬ 
lac  toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  A 

splendid  coin!  . 4,295 

1821  JR-7.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a 
suggestion  of  gold  toning.  Nicely  struck.  .  1,050 
1821  JR-7.  Large  date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence 
complements  both  surfaces.  This  is  the  surface 
one  expects  to  find  on  a  piece  from  an  old- 
time  private  or  museum  collection.  A  find  for 


the  connoisseur .  750 

1821  JR-8.  EF-40 . 375 

1821  JR-9.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  EF-45 . 395 

1822  JR-1.  VF-20  (NGC) . 1,450 


Gem  MS-65  1829  Dime 


1829  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply 
struck,  with  most  design  features  exhibiting 
bold  definition,  including  the  obverse  stars,  all 
of  which  show  their  radials.  An  outstanding 
opportunity  for  the  buyer  who  desires  the  fin¬ 
est  quality  available.  If  it  were  possible  to  find 
10  MS-65  examples  of  this  date  and  line  them 
up  side  by  side  (by  the  way,  this  is  not  pos¬ 
sible!),  this  piece  would  surely  be  the  top  ex¬ 
ample  or  tied  for  top!  Another  find  for  the 

connoisseur .  5,950 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in  qual¬ 
ity  to  the  finest  example  of  the  variety  known 
to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  book. 
You  could  search  for  years  and  not  find  its  equal. 

Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  and  probably  one  of  the  Finest  extant.  The 
authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  reference  were 
only  aware  of  four  or  five  Uncirculated  ex¬ 
amples,  and  the  finest  accounted  for  by  them 
was  MS-60 . 2,695 

filuTlv  Sealed  Himes 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC) . 775 

First  year  of  operation  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

1840  No  Drapery.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1841-0  EF-40.  Rainbow  toning,  gray  with  multicol¬ 
ored  borders.  From  an  old-time  collection . 79 

1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 
equivalent  pieces  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  for 

the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1,295 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Famous  scarce  date. .  195 
1847AU-58  (NGC) . 450 


1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 

Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Lows  sale  of  the  Muma ,  et  al. 
Collections ,  July  1 903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  great  coin  for  your 
type  set . 695 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 
trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!  Much 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 

counterpart . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 
borders.  One  of  the  Finest  we’ve  seen  of  this  early 

New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,850 

1859  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces . 1,295 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 995 

1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 5~5 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  these  coins  went  to  the 
Orient  and  were  melted. 
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Gail  Watson 
at  your  service 


Build  a  Truly  Meaningful  Collection 

One  of  the  most  convenient  and  enjoyable  ways  to  collect  is  through  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  Collection  Portfolio  Program!  Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a  type  set  of 
United  States  coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver,  or  gold;  a  beautiful  set  of  Morgan 
dollars;  a  brilliant  set  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars;  a  classic  set  of  commemorative 
coins,  or  any  other  specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the  easiest  and  most  economical  way  to  do 
it.  Programs  are  available  from  $100  per  month  upward,  and  can  be  charged  to  your 
credit  card. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  ideal  way  for  you  to  explore  the  fun  and 
excitement  of  coin  collecting,  through  a  convenient,  personalized  monthly  program. 


Let  Me  Design  A  Program  Tailor-made  For  You: 

♦  You  decide  the  specific  grade  range(s)  you  want. 

♦  You  decide  the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  each  month. 

♦  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  finest  coins  that  come  through  our  doors. 

▼  You  will  receive  a  special  members-only  discount. 

♦  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected  by  your  personal  account  representative,  Gail 
Watson  (working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena),  who  will  get  to 
know  you  and  your  individual  collecting  preferences. 

▼  Your  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed!  You  may  return  any  purchase 
withi  n  30  days  for  an  instant  refund,  no  questions  asked.  And,  you  may  cancel  your 
membership  at  any  time. 

Let  The  Fun  Begin! 

Send  me  this  coupon  or  call  me  toll-free  at  800-222-5993  today  and  you  will  be  on  your  way 
to  building  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 


Ray  Merena 
President 


r 


□  Please  call  to  set  up  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

I  would  like  to  collect: _  Monthly  amount: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by  Q  Check  CU  Visa  □  Mastercard  G]  American  Express 
Card  Number _  Exp.  Date  - 


□  Please  send  me  information  about  joining  the  C.P.P. 


1 


name  daytime  phone 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


J 


1869- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A 

find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1 870-  S  EF-45  (NGC) . ^625 


Rare  Mint  State  1871-S  Dime 


1871-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  prooflike 
beauty.  If  Liberty  Seated  dimes  are  your  forte, 
this  ones  for  you.  We  were  excited  when  we 
bought  it,  and  you  will  be  equally  excited 
when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox!  We  guaran¬ 
tee  it! . 2,795 


Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  10? 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,150 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a 
hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its 
status  as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  MS-64  and  higher  grades.  Another  find 

for  the  connoisseur . 2,150 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 

satiny  and  prooflike,  a  solid  value  at . 225 

1875-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1877-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example. 
Quite  important  due  to  its  status  as  a  Carson 

City  type  .coin . 1 ,495 

1 880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 
in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 


Splendid  1884-S  Dime  Rarity 


1 884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb,  splendid  coin — 


one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled 
of  this  rare  issue.  Light  iridescent  toning  around 
the  border  gives  way  to  silver  brilliance  at  the 

center . 2,450 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 


sues  of  its  era . 1,095 

1889  MS-64.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 350 


1889- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695 

1890- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I  he  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1 890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 549 

1890- S  AU-55 . 175 

1891- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


3  PUBLIC. 

The  Banks  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Balti¬ 
more  have  been  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments.  The 
necessary  consequence  is,  that  Banks  in  the  country  must  fol¬ 
low  the  example.  Although  we  regret  the  necessity  which 
compels  our  Banks  to  take  this  step,  we  most  heartily  approve 
it.  Our  Banks  are  perfectly  sound  and  good  beyond 

ALL  QUESTION. 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Springfield,  recommend  to 
their  fellow  citizens  to  preserve  their  confidence  in  these  Insti¬ 
tutions.  Let  there  be  no  distrust,  and  a  short  time  will  re¬ 
store  every  thing  to  a  state  of  prosperity. 

Spiu.vgfik.vd,  May  13,  IA37. 


Sterns  &.  Parsons, 
Howard  &,  Lathrop, 
Geo.  Ashman, 

Samuel  Bowles, 
Elijah  Blake, 

Solomon  Warriner, 
Bryant  &  Bliss, 

11.  &  J.  Brewer, 
Jonathan  Dwight,  Jr. 
Raynolds  &  Morris, 
1).  &,  J.  Ames, 

Albert  Morgan, 
Homer  Foot  &,  Co. 

11.  G.  Amadou, 

Joel  Kendall,' 

James  Brewer. 
William  Child, 

Elisha  Edwards, 

Ames  &,  Dwight, 
James  W.  Hale,' 
William  TL  Foster, 
Charles  Stearns, 

G.  &.  C.  Merriam, 

W  illiam  Dwight, 


Moses  Bliss, 

H.  L.  Bunker, 

R.  T.  Salford, 

Philip  Wilcox, 
Hatlield  &,  Gorham, 
Draper  &,  Bailey, 
Smith  &  Orne, 

Philo  F.  Wilcox, 
Moore  &,  Sanderson, 
Edmund  Rowland,  Jr. 
11.  f).  Morris, 
Theodore  Bliss, 

ITorat  io  Sargeant, 
Noyes  &,  Sargeant, 
Daniel  P.  Kingsley, 
Henry  Brewer, 

Wells  Sonthworlh, 
William  Bliss, 
Solyman  Merrick, 

J.  A.  Nelson, 

Jeremy  Warriner, 
Charles  A.  Mann, 

Will  iam  Barton, 

A.  G.  Tannatt, 


j  F.  M.  Carew, 

|  Edwin  Seegcr, 
j  Walter  11.  Bowdoin, 
j  Lucius  C-  Allin, 

|  S.  Rogers, 

\  Elisha  Gunn, 

I  Levi  J.  Holt, 

•  Samuel  II.  Stubbing; 
i  E.  D.  Stocking, 
j  George  Kilbon, 
j  John  Kilbon, 
j  Asahel  Hubbard, 
i  Jonathan  Bangs, 

I  Henry  Collins, 
i  Samuel  S.  Woodworth, 
;  Joseph  Ingraham, 

!  Charles  J.  Upham, 

‘  Stephen  O.  Russell, 
Benj.  A.  Bullard, 
Joseph  Ilannis, 
j  C.  IL  Chappe^ 

I  Henry  Fulle| 

Edwin  Bool 

m' 


•  i  •  ,•  r  •  •  .ty 

■  ■  r  v 
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On  May  1 0,  1837,  many  leading  banks — in  fact  most  of  the 
larger  ones — suspended  specie  (coin)  payments.  This  helped 
precipitate  the  Panic  of  ’37,  which  had  dire  results,  but  which 
numismatically  is  remembered  by  many  fascinating  Hard  Times 
tokens  issued  during  the  era.  The  announcement  shown  here  is 
datelined  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  May  13,  1837,  and  seems  to  he  a  testimonial  of 
certain  citizens  to  their  good  faith  in  the  bank.  Also  shown  is  a  Hard  Times  token  from 
the  era  observing  the  specie  payment  suspension. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


liailin-  Diiinvs 

1892  AU-55 . 75 

1893  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  225 
1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  satiny  surfaces.  219 
1893-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck;  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  Avery  attractive,  lus¬ 


trous  specimen . 1,595 

1893-S  EF-40 . 55 


1 894  Proof-64.  A  light  gold  iridescent  gem.  Espe¬ 
cially  desirable  year  as  related  business  strikes  are 
scarce.  You  11  like  the  quality  of  this  one! ....  795 

Only  972  Proof  examples  were  made  of  the  1894  dime, 
and  of  that  number  relatively  few  survive  today  in  gem  grade. 
We  recall  that  in  the  1950s  when  we  assembled  a  small  group 
of  these  (later  sold  to  Nat  Schoen,  an  Oregon  collector)  quality 
was  difficult  to  obtain,  and  it  took  much  picking  and  choos¬ 
ing.  Today  in  the  1990s  it  is  40  years  later,  and  quality  is 
even  more  elusive. 

1894-0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,195 

1894-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  series,  a  variety  seldom  seen  above  the  VF 
or  so  level  and  even  those  are  rare.  Please  call 
quickly  as  this  will  not  be  available  long. ..  695 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb,  brilliant,  frosty 

gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years 
will  elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  busi¬ 
ness  strike  in  stock . 1,995 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  Barber  dimes, 
the  1895  is  far  and  away  the  most  elusive  issue.  Indeed,  it  is 
the  only  Philadelphia  coin  of  this  design  type  that  has  a  mint¬ 


age  below  a  million. 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 

this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 

From  a  restricted  mintage  of  only  762  Proofs.  How  many 
can  survive  today  in  gem  grade?  Very  few. 

1896- 0  F-12 . 235 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 
one!  . 3,400 


Frosty  Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  surfaces. 


An  important  opportunity  to  acquire  a  gem 
example  of  this  rare  date.  Always  highly  prized, 


always  in  demand . 3,400 

1897  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 


Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1911- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 725 

1912- D  AU-50 . 59 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mottled  iridescent  toning.  1 10 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 79 

1914-D  AU-50 . 59 

1916  MS-60 . 99 

1916-S  MS-60  Attractively  toned . 99 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 

beauty. . 2,950 

1899  MS-62  Attractive  rainbow  toning . 99 

1899  AU-55 . 59 

1899- S  AU-55.  Attractive  toning . 99 

1900- 0  VF-20 . 129 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1901- S  F-12 . 295 

1901- S  F-12  (PCGS).  Always  popular . 295 

1902- S  EF-40 . 95 

1903  AU-55 . 69 

1903- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

1903- S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber 
dime  specialist . 1 ,850 

Among  Barber  dimes  the  1903-S  has  had  relatively  little 
“play”  in  the  press,  although  it  certainly  is  deserving  of  such. 
The  reason  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  paucity  of  high-grade 
specimens.  If  pieces  do  not  exist  in  significant  numbers,  they 
cannot  be  described  with  frequency  in  catalogues. 

1 904- S  AU-58.  Rainbow  toning . 565 

1905- 0  VF-30 . 49 

1905-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 225 

1905- S  AU-58.  Light  champagne  toning . 99 

1906  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 99 

1906- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1906- S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1907- 0  Weak  strike.  EF-40 . 59 

1907-S  MS-60 . 365 

1907- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  219 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63.  195 

1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  AU-58.  145 

1908-D  AU-50 . 65 

1908-S  AU-55 . 175 

1908-S  AU-50 . 159 


1909-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
One  of  the  highest  quality  1909-S  dimes  you’ll 
ever  find! . 2,195 

1909- S  EF-40 . 195 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

1910- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 


Vlmmv  Itimes 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..52 
1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Deeply  toned 

in  gold  and  blue . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

brilliant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..46 
1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

deeply  toned  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1916  Mercury  MS-62  FB.  Brilliant . 39 

1916  Mercury.  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..39 

1917-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 475 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  Asplendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find  any¬ 
where . 770 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1 918- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

1918-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
frosty,  lustrous  piece  you'll  be  proud  to  own  and 

display.  . 795 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning. 
Difficult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preserva¬ 
tion . 425 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  blue  and  gold 

toning . 425 

1919- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 

superb  quality.  . 1,895 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
Deeply  f  rosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 
you’ll  find  anywhere . 725 

1919- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 435 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Whispers  of  golden  toning 

over  very  frosty  surfaces . 1 19 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1920- D  MS-63.  Pale  rose  toning . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 995 

1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

gem.  Seldom  seen  at  this  grade  level.  Another 
prize  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 1,650 
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1923-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 
golden  surfaces.  Quite  hard  to  find  at  this  grade 


and  quality  level . 675 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . "  185 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10< 


1924-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen 
of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have  never  owned 


a  nicer  one! . 3,295 

1924-D  MS-63  FB  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 395 

1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  toning  at  the  rims. 

Brilliant  and  beautiful . 665 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 


1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 
Quality! . 1,595 

1 925- S  MS-63  FB.  Satiny  and  sharply  struck.  Pale 
golden  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces  850 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . «... . 495 

This  listing  of  quality  Mercury  dimes  is  one  of  the  finest 
you’ll  find  anywhere. 

1926-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 295 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.295 
1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1926- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of 

the  prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade 
level .  1,875 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,150 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  695 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 525 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
gold . 315 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1929  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1929  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1929- S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 

gem.  Low  mintage,  too! . 695 

1934  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1934- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1935  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1935- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1937  Proof-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  If  you’ve  ever 

wanted  an  ultra-quality  example,  order  one  of 
these . 1 79 


1937-D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 99 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  blaz¬ 
ing  mirror  fields . 235 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1938-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 21 

1938- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1939  Proof-65  Brilliant . 265 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1940- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 15 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1941- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1941- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942  Proof-66  (ANACS) . 195 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942  MS-60 . 9 

1942- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1942- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 15 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1943- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 16 

1943-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 13 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943-S  MS-65  FB . 52 

1943- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast.  Buy  one  for:  . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 


special  price! . 1 6 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning.  224 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

li(IOS<‘V!‘U  Himes 

1950  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 34 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 28 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 

discovered  over-mintmark  issue . 375 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1951  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 28 

1951  Proof-65  Cameo . 22 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1952  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 29 

1952  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 22 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1953  Proof-66.  Heavy  die  polish . 28 

1953  Proof-65.  Heavy  die  polish . 22 

Twentv-Cent  Piece 

1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 


Quarter  Dollars 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce  denomination. 
As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  19th-century  quarters 


are  rarer  than  dimes  or  half  dollars. 

1805  Browning-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 


Mint  State  1822  Quarter 


1822  B-l.  Rarity-2.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Light 
lilac  and  gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  vert 
attractive  specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity  in  a  grade  such  as  this . 4,1  SO 
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1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS).  . 

. 495 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 

. 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 

. 350 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 

. 250 

1828  B-4.  Raritv-3.  VF-30 . 

. 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 

. 75 

1831  B-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  ex- 

hibit  pearl  gray  iridescence. 

Wisps  of  gold  or- 

nament  the  obverse  border.  . 

. 795 

1835  B-6.  Rarity-4+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Condition 
census . 895 

1 838  B-l .  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  orange  gold  and 
pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  tiny 
drift  mark  near  the  fourth  obverse  star.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  de¬ 
sign  type . 1 ,250 

LilnMiv  S(‘iil(‘il  (Inarlm 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  rus¬ 
set  toning  around  the  periphery. . 425 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date 
and  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,395 

1854  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  somewhat  “creamy” 


lustre  as  is  characteristic  of  1861  Philadelphia 

Mint  quarters.  Brilliant . 550 

1872  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing  orange-gold  irides¬ 
cence.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pronounced 
prooflike  character.  A  great  coin  for  your  type 
set . 395 

Superb  Gem  1872-S  25<t 
Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer 
one  of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  cata¬ 
logues — a  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem 
specimen  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the 
issue.  This  gem  MS-65  combines  incredible 
beauty  and  quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will 


be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1875  VF-35.  Brilliant . 49 

1879  Proof-64  (NGC).  Ever-popular  low  mint¬ 
age  date . 975 


1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims . 1,975 

A  major  rarity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such  as  this 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance  (whereas  Proofs  were  spe¬ 
cifically  saved  by  collectors). 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format . 1 ,850 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Attractive  gold,  blue,  and 
violet  toning.  Only  12,711  examples  were 
struck.  Low  mintage  is  always  appealing,  and 
when  it  is  combined — as  in  this  coin — with 
attractive  toning,  the  result  is  a  winner . 725 

Harbor  Unarlm 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Type  II  reverse.  In  this  vari¬ 
ety,  the  eagle’s  wing  covers  most  of  the  E  in 
UNITED.  Lustrous  with  light  golden  periph¬ 


eral  toning . 495 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant  centers  with  attractive  blue 
and  gold  rims . 265 

1892- 0  Type  I  reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 155 

1893- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1894- 0  AU-50 . 195 

1894- S  AU-53 . 185 

1895  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235 

1 895- 0  Breen-4145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 


n  April 

from  our  Publications  Department 
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American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 


The  steamer  Brother  Jonathan ,  lost  at  sea  near  Cres¬ 
cent  City,  California  on  July  30,  1865.  The  ship 
(from  which  gold  bars  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
were  later  salvaged)  ran  onto  rocks  while  traveling 
from  San  Francisco  north  to  Vancouver  Island. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Dave  Bowers  has  outdone  himself.  This  new  book  is  one 
of  the  most  exciting,  interesting,  and  readable  books  that 
Dave  has  ever  written. 

Twenty-two  chapters  make  up  this  460- 
page  book  filled  with  stories  of  trea¬ 
sures  that  have  been  found  (and  some 
yet  to  be  found)  of  a  rich  variety  of 
United  States  coins  and  paper  money. 
Included  are  stories  of  hoards  hidden 
in  cellars,  buried  underground, 
stored  in  old  vaults,  or  sunk  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea.  Stories  of  sunken 
ships,  their  victims  and  their  trea¬ 
sures  abound  as  do  the  tales  of  fa¬ 
mous  (and  not  so  famous)  misers 
and  hoarders.  From  early  Ameri- 


can  coins  to  Con¬ 
federate  bonds  to 
commemoratives, 
hundreds  of  differ¬ 
ent  issues  are  de¬ 
scribed. 

With  hundreds  of  illustrations  and  fascinating  tales,  each 
chapter  is  an  exciting  adventure  in  itself  The  book  is  a  treat  not 
only  for  numismatists,  but  also  for  anyone  interested  in  history, 
treasure  hunting,  the  Gold  Rush,  financial  panics,  and  many 
other  topics. 

This  quality  hardbound  volume  bears  a  cover  price  of 
$59.95.  To  reserve  your  copy  at  our  special  Pre-publication 
price  of 45. 00  (plus  postage),  call  Mary  or  Donna  in  our  Pub¬ 
lications  Department  at  800-222-5993. 
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1895- S  AU-55 . 295 

1896- 0  AU-50.  Seldom  offered . 665 

1897- S  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  peripheral  toning . 595 

1898  MS-60 . 159 

1898- 0  AU-50 . 399 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1900- S  AU-55 . 199 

1900-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 


1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  Quality  equal  to  this  is  very  difficult 
to  find  on  todays  market . 2,150 

Splendid  Gem  1901-0  Quarter 


1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck  gem.  One  of  the  finest  quality 
pieces  to  come  on  the  market  in  a  long  time. 
The  advanced  specialist  seeking  a  particularly 
line  example  of  this  highly  prized  mintmark  will 


be  delighted  with  this  one . 3,795 

1901-0  F-l  2 . 89 

1902  AU-58 . 149 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904-0  AU-50 . 419 

1904- 0  VF-35 . 119 

1905  EF-40 . 70 

1905- S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 

1906  EF-40.  . 69 

1 907  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning 

around  the  borders . 1 59 

1907- S  AU-50 . 265 

1908- D  AU-58 . 165 

1908- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

191 1  MS-60 . 175 

191 1  AU-58  (PCGS) . 145 

191 1-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Quite  rare  in  this  gem  condition . 1,695 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant .  1,395 


1912-  S  AU-55 . 289 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

191 3- D  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  wisps 

of  champagne  toning . 1 95 

1914  MS-60.  Brill  iant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 

toning . l  59 

1 91 4- D  AU-50 . H9 

1914- S  MS-60 . 935 

1915  AU-55 . 129 

1 91 5- D  AU-55 . 129 

191 5-S  AU-58 . 215 

191 5- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-50 . 1 19 


Slamlino  I.MhtIv  (luartm 

Commentary:  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars 
are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins. 
Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquar¬ 
ters  when  you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very 
particular  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory, 
and  we  know  you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you 
receive  from  us. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 

view. .  1,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  395 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  AU-55  FH  (NGC).  Golden  gray 

iridescence  with  splashes  of  blue . 195 

1917  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Gold  and  violet- 
gray  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A  splendid 

coin! .  265 

1917  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with 

brilliant  surfaces . 265 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1 ,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  A 
sharp,  brilliant,  and  fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  seen  or  handled.  Rare  so 

fine .  1,495 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-63  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  very  frosty. . 695 

1917-S  Type  II.  EF-45 . 95 


Rare  1918/7-S  Quarter 


1 9 1 8/7-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  surfaces.  The 
great  rarity  of  the  Standing  Liberty  series,  here 


offered  in  a  very  attractive  and  affordable  speci¬ 
men  . 2,750 

1 91 8-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 725 

1918- D  EF-45 . 99 

1919  AU-50 . 95 

191 9- D  AU-50 . 495 

1919- S  EF-45 . 450 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.219 

1920- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 

frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue . 1 ,350 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Frosty  and  lus¬ 
trous.  You  could  look  at  10  1923-S  quarters — 
if  you  could  find  that  many  of  this  rare  vari¬ 
ety — and  this  might  well  be  the  nicest  appear¬ 
ing,  most  aesthetically  appealing  of  the  group! 
Telephone  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222-5993  right 
away  and  make  this  coin  yours!  . 1 ,975 

1923-S  EF-40.  Among  the  scarcest  San  Francisco 
Mint  issues  in  all  grades . 435 

1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923- S  VF-20 . 325 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1924- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 


Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25C 


1924-D  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A 
sharply  struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder- 
to-find  issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1925  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  flashy.  ....210 

1926-D  MS-64.  Low-mintage  date,  bur  a  number 
of  Mint  State  coins  were  saved.  Brilliant.  .215 

1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date 
among  later  Standing  Liberty  quarters . 1,195 

1926-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . . . 275 

1926-S  AU-55.  Elusive  issue . 249 

1926- S  EF-45 . 125 

1927- D  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Low-mint¬ 
age  issue.  Beautiful! . 1,895 

1927- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1928- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  199 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

light  golden  toning . 385 

1930  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Pearl  gray  surfaces.  259 


VVasliiiiiilon  IhiiirliTS 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 49 

1932-  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  ami  verv  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largeh  unap 
preciated  as  such . 895 


’age 
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l *-)32-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  taint  champagne 


toning . 895 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gray-brown . 399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . . . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1934  Light  Motto.  MS-65 . 275 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 
1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  AU-58 . 12 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Delicate  toning .  105 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 

1935-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937  Proof-63-  Brilliant . 350 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1937- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1937- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1938  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 310 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  310 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 1 5 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

We  have  bought  a  nice  group  of  Proof  Washington  quar¬ 
ters,  and  in  this  issue  we  offer  a  particularly  fine  selection. 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1 940- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  rose,  amber,  and 

golden  brown  toning . 195 

1 940-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1 940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1942  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 9 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1949- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D/S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1951  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 59 

1951  Proof-66.  Cameo . 59 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1952  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 35 

1952  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Proof-66.  Cameo . 29 

1953  Proof-66.  Cameo  obverse . 24 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 


1963  FS-023.  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  (PCI) . 39 

1963  FS-023.  Doubled  Die.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  25 

Half  Dollars 

Flowing  Hair  Hall  Hollars 


1795  0-114  Three  Leaves  50<t 


1795  Overton-114.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  VF-25  (NGC).  From  the  Robinson  S. 
Brown  Jr.  Collection.  Where  can  you  find  an¬ 
other  so  nice? . 6,900 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


Classic  1797  Half  Dollar 


1797  0-102.  Rarity-5.  VG-10.  Pleasing  gold  and 


lilac  toning.  Most  of  the  major  design  features 
are  clearly  visible  inclusing  the  date,  stars,  and 
LIBERTY.  About  25%  of  the  detail  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair  is  visible.  On  the  reverse,  the 
eagle  and  wreath  are  distinct.  UNITED 
STATES  OF  is  bold,  but  AMERICA  is  soft. 
Close  examination  reveals  some  scattered  con¬ 
tact  marks  consistant  with  the  grade.  A  rare 
and  eagerly  sought  date.  Widely  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  American 
numismatics.  Draped  Bust  type  half  dollars 
with  the  Small  Eagle  Reverse,  were  coined  only 

in  the  years  1796  and  1797 .  1 5,950 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45..Very  at¬ 
tractive  “album  toning.’’  . 1,750 


High-Grade  1805/4  50<t 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  ev¬ 
ery  respect.  Always  popular,  always  in  de¬ 
mand.  One  of  the  most  desired  varieties 
among  half  dollars  of  this  era.  EF-40  is 
among  the  higher  grades  to  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times;  most  are  in  the  Fine 
to  VF  range . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdate  half  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  the  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this 
date.  Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 


surfaces.  Bold  overdate  feature . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  Sharp  overdate.  VF-30 . 450 


A  Nice  Note 
from  an  Old-Timer 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

“I  wanted  to  write  and  thank  you  for  the 
courtesy  your  firm  has  shown  me  over  the 
years. 

“Today,  I  received  a  call  from  Trish  of 
your  staff  regarding  the  availability  of  a 
certain  item  in  your  upcoming  auction. 
She  was  very  helpful.  Please  thank  her  for 
her  efforts  on  my  behalf.  The  profession¬ 
alism  and  courtesy  of  your  firm  (which  in 
my  case  dates  back  to  the  days  you  folks 
had  an  office  in  Los  Angeles  on  Holly¬ 
wood  Boulevard  in  the  Max  Factor  build¬ 
ing)  is  certainly  something  I  appreciate. 

“Sincerely,” 

— S. 
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I’iiDDcil  llnsl  Ha  1 1 hollars 

Commentary:  In  today’s  market  it  is  possible  to 
assemble  a  basic  date  set  of  Capped  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  1807-1836  years — with  many  interest¬ 
ing  overdates  and  other  varieties  included  as  well — 
for  a  very  reasonable  price.  Make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters.  We  have  a  nice 
selection  in  just  about  every  grade  level.  And,  of 
course,  although  we  are  excited  about  the  coins  we 
add  to  our  inventory,  each  and  every  one  is  subject 
to  your  satisfaction  once  you  receive  it  in  the  mail. 

1807  0-1 12.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 215 

The  engraver  thought  he  was  cutting  a  die  for  a  25<t 
piece,  began  punching  that  denomination  in  the  die,  realized 
his  error,  and  corrected  it.  This  reverse  die  had  a  long  life  in 
1807  coinage,  and  as  a  result  specimens  of  this  interesting 
error  are  readily  obtainable  today. 

1808  Overton-108.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Deep  silver 

gray  toning . 419 


1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Gorgeous  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Rare  so 
fine . 2,250 

Key  Date  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


1815/2  0-101.  EF-40.  The  key  date  rarity  among 
the  Capped  Bust  half  dollars.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 2,950 


Notable  1817/3  Overdate 


1817/3  O-lOla.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 3,495 


1817  O-l  13  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 
brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  Overton 
Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety,  which  is 

listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 . 995 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1,695 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 


1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 

existence  anywhere! . 4,250 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold  toning.  A  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  early  overdate . 1 ,295 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 


Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  O-l  01  a.  Patched  3.  MS-64  (NGC)  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 


is  hidden  by  the  toning . 4,495 

1823  0-107.  MS-62 . 1,095 


1823  O-l  1 1.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..2,750 


1824  Over  Various  Dates 


1824  Over  Various  Dates.  0-103.  MS-63  (NGC). 
Somewhat  conservatively  graded  in  our  opinion, 
and  a  match  for  an  MS-65.  Evenly  mixed  russet, 
blue  and  pale  gray.  I  iny  nick  on  cheek . 3,995 


1824  0-108.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Liberty,  due 
to  “die  chatter”  during  striking.  MS-60.  Beau¬ 


tiful  light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 


1827  0-105.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  frosty  gem  example.  Warmly  and  attractively 
toned  in  pastel  gold  and  violet-gray.  Among  the 
finest  known  of  the  die  combination  as  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  Overton  Condition  Census:  65- 


65-65-64-63 . 2,450 

1827  0-126.  EF-45 . 125 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 350 

1828  O-l  17.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 269 


1828  0-120.  MS-63  (NGC).  Pleasing  gold  and 

violet  iridescence  enhances  the  centers.  Tinges 
of  blue  ornament  the  rims.  Seldom  offered  this 
nicely  preserved;  indeed,  the  presently  offered 
example  ranks  among  the  finest  known,  per  the 
Overton  Condition  Census:  65-63-63-55-55. 
Not  only  is  this  a  Condition  Census  coin,  but 
from  a  quality  viewpoint  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
you  will  find  at  any  Mint  State  level!  You’ll  en¬ 
joy  owning  this . 1,150 

1829  0-117.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 395 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 

1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Ideal  for 
a  type  or  variety  set . 1,595 

1832  0-110.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  frosty  sur¬ 

faces.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning 
around  the  rims.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 1,350 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 
Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 425 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 
toning . 295 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 
attractive . 1,650 


Gem  1833  Half  Dollar 


1833  0-102.  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Ideal  for  “type  or  for  the  variety  spe¬ 
cialist.  A  gem! . 2,750 
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1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 250 

1833  Capped  Bust  halt  dollar  counterstamped  by 

Houck’s  Panacea,  Baltimore.  VP-35.  Counterstamp 
on  obverse  is  especially  deep  and  bold . 785 

1834  0-101.  EF-45 . 239 


1836  0-106.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  .345 
1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1,595 


Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


Beautiful  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 
lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  .4,250 

The  1 837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  two  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  Reeded  Edge  1836  made  in  January 
1 836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust,  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 


An  Auction  to  Remember. . . 


THE  SOHO  MINT,  near  BIRMINGHAM. 


A  ©ATA(L®<aUE 

THE  VALUABLE  MACHINERY  AND  PLANT 

W»f  aad  la  high  rapuU  with  the  aovwwmaiit  of  Oral  Britain,  a*  alao  «Ub  Poralgu  power*  hi  Europe  AaI*  and  imarKa,  the  Last  ladia  Company. 

aad  wUh  mercantile  and  other  Ansa  of  *mlnw<tee  In  all  part*  of  iba  world. 

THE  MACHINERY 

may  ba  prooounoed  aa  Iba  moat  perfect  of  Ita  kind  la  eilitaoec,  having  l>eeo  constructed  eotirely  under  th#  pvrtonai  auparlntaodtana  of  ih*  lata  proprietor, 

aad  jml  mechanical  thill  are  too  wall-known  to  render  further  allueloa  necessary ;  It  locludaa 

a  qr  as  '8,ti2U2a,8  a  as  a  sj  a  a  a* 

highly  daubed  and  worked  b y  Pneumatic  Apparatus.  Each  Prate  la  ccaatructed  in  a  mataire  Iron  frame,  with  A|*lneh  acraw,  working  In  a  heavy  metal  out; 
tba  dies  are  placed  la  a  ataal  collar,  which  riaaa  a a  the  blank  l*  eiruck,  thereby  prater vlog  a  square  edge  to  the  Coin.  It  la  fad  by  a  aelf-actlng  layer  on,  *o 
formed  aa  to  rqfwat  an  laoparfactor  Improper  Blank,  and  requiring  merely  the  attention  of  a  child  la  order  to  the  efficient  operation  of  Iba  Machine.  The  ipeed 
▼vine  from  DO  to  DO  blows  per  minute,  according  to  the  else  of  the  Colo. 

SIX  CUTTING  OUT  PRESSES, 

workad  by  tba  Steam  Engine  with  pneumatic  balance  pampe;  they  are  highly  finished  and  erected  In  a  circular  Iron  frame,  with  fiy-wheel  and  gaarlag,  aad 

capable  of  cutUog  *00,000  Blanke  per  day. 

THREE  MILLING  MACHINES; 

•  Shaking  Machlaea,  with  Drying  Btovae;  Wanking  and  PlckUog  Cl  stern  » ;  Aneealiag  Pumacee  and  Muffle*; 

A  POWERFH  MEDAL  OR  MULTHPLYCNQ  PRESS, 

la  work  by  hand,  with  ty-lneh  ecraw,  and  metal  nut,  la  maael*e  Iron  frame;  several  emaller  PuachLog  Praam  t 

A  10  HORSE  POWER  CONDENSING  STEAM  ENGINE; 

3  Steam  Boiler*  j  t  Timber  Beam  Condeoalog  8 1 earn  Engine*,  oar  <J  tohtcA  tall  be  eorntdered  highly  Intereitmg  /row*  UU  /set  « U  being  du  Jrtt  erected  bg 
Jsms»  STeN;  1  powerful  Vacuum  Pampe;  700  feet  Iron  Shafting;  100  pair  Plummer  Blocke  and  Oraeeee ;  telf-acUag  Scrvw-CutUeg  Lathe;  1  eelf-actiug 
Turning  I.aiha ;  I  Engine  aad  Poot- turning  Lathee;  Drilling  Machines;  aa  aeeortmrnt  of  Tape  and  Diet,  Blocks  nod  Steel  Toole;  ftO  doaen  Pile#; 

EIGHT  PLATE  AND  BAR  ROLLING  MILLS, 

tba  Roll*  by  **  Wllkae,"  Driving  Pinion*  and  Apparaiuf  ;  the  Iron  frame  work  for  a  Water  Wheal;  100  Spur,  Rigger  end  Pinion  Wheel*;  Cutting  &beer«; 
TUt  or  Dumping  Hammer ;  Smith*'  Port**,  Bellow*  tnd  Tool*;  Bor,  Beam  end  other  ftcalee;  9  tone  Weight*;  Crab  Crane;  Machine  Crane  nod  Jib; 

Orladttoae*  and  Pram  a*  ; 

AN  ASSORTMENT  OF  EXPENSIVE  PATTERNS, 

loelodla#  thoaa  of  the  Royal  Mint  and  tba  Eaet  Jodi*  Company’*  Mint*  at  Bombay  aad  Calcutta,  al*o  of  tba  varlou*  Machine*  at  the  Soho  Mint ; 

as  ©2  TEA  T2AJSTT  ©22  2T.TL2,, 

aide  aaprately  for  tba  late  Mr.  Boaltoo.  under  hi*  pereonal  direction*,  and  acknowledged  to  ba  the  beet  Die  Steel  la  the  Kingdom  ;  9  ton*  Shear  aad  Scrap 

Steel ;  7  tone  of  best  Die  Iron  ;  0  cwL  forged  Dlae  end  Collar*; 

5  TONS  OF  COPPER  AND  LEAD, 

In  sheet*  and  Scrap,  Cittern*,  Pipes,  be. ;  Swedish  Copper  for  Alloy  ;  50  Bret*  Cocke  ; 

THE  E  X.  T  a  E  M  E  L  Y  VALUABLE  COLLECTION  OF  DIES 

(or  tba  Cola,  0*5  Madala,  o.U- k oo wa  u  thr  Soho  Collrctton,  sort  toautlfulljr  axaeulrd,  principal',  by  Ch#  ctlahrmtad  b uchi.r,  and  by  Dro«  and  Pbilpp,  al.o 
Um  DWk  far  naay  car.  ColM,  hllh.ru> ooo.ld.rod  u  almo.l  ublqua,  Includlo,  a  Dollar  Oaor,a  lit.,  I7IM,  a  Brlunnlrroo  Praay,  many  .paclmao.  of  propoMd 
Cotaa,  af  va/loue  data*,  and  of  the  Preach  Republic,  1790  to  1799,  a  pattern  Half-penny  Oeorge  III.  by  Dro*,  and  Provincial  Tokens;  also 

A  CABINET  OF  COINS  AND  MEDALS, 

embracing  4  eete  of  tba  Soho  Collection,  aad  many  other*  estremely  rare. 

THE  OFFICE  FlTTUOi  A  EH  FUEICITOBE. 

Ueladlng  t  Iron  Strong-room  Doom,  aa  Iron  Safe,  Wainscot  Presses,  Desks,  Copying  Machine*,  OAee  Stove,  and  a  large  variety  of  mUceilaaeouc  property. 

Htjlirll  mill  la  £nlli  bq  Jtnrtian,  bq  Ifirsars. _ = 

FULL  ER  AND  H  O  &SET, _ 

On  MONDAY,  APKIL  99,  UM,  tad  toUowiaf  day*,  at  U  o'clock, 

at  the  woerj,  mi  BianiKOHi*.  u  ion.  bt  direction  or  thi  bircctorj  or  tbb  latb  *•  a.  boultoh,  »»«. 

Tba  Uarhta.ry  may  b#  Man  la  moUob,  aad  tba  olhar  affaau  ttavad,  oa  Th  unday,  Friday,  aad  Saturday  prior  ta  Iba  Sala.  Catalofuaa,  without  wlitob  «o 
>-»—  oaa  bo  adKIUad,  aay  ba  obulaaS  at  Oaa  SbJlUa,  aaab,  of  Uaaan.  FULLER  a  HORSEY,  BdLtaw  EuaaL  Uadoa. 


On  April  29,  1850,  the  machinery  and  contents  of  the  Soho  Mint,  Birmingham, 
England,  were  sold  at  auction  per  this  notice,  A  Numismatic  History  of  the  Birmingham 
Mint,  by  James  O.  Sweeny  (original  in  the  Birmingham  Reference  Library).  Of 
importance  to  American  numismatics  is  the  fact  that  a  number  of  coining  dies  were 
sold,  including  some  with  the  portrait  of  George  Washington,  later  used  to  make  the 
so-called  1783  Draped  Bust  restrikes. 


Help! 

Contrary  to  most  businesses,  our  main 
problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them! 
With  this  in  mind,  when  time  comes  for 
you  to  sell  your  choice,  carefully  gathered 
collection  please  remember  us.  We  are 
always  eager  buyers  outright  lor  anything 
we  can  use  for  our  inventory  and  for  our 
clients’  want  lists,  and,  in  addition,  are 
always  seeking  consignments  for  our  pa¬ 
rade  of  auction  sales. 


Pace 
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united  shits  smn;  runs 


l.ilicrlv  Scaled  Hull  Hollars 


Rare  Mint  State  1850  50«f 


1850  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Gorgeous 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces. 
Well  known  as  an  elusive  date . 2,950 

1851-0  AU-50 . 350 

1852  EF-40 . 750 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant  with 

lots  of  mint  frost.  Popular  one-year  design 
type .  1,395 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

especially  frosty. . 725 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 

and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,895 

1855-0  Arrows.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
somewhat  proof  like.  From  a  nice  group  of  half 
dollars . 735 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level . 475 

1856- S  EF-40 . 465 

1858- S  AU-50.  The  1858-S  is  very  elusive  in  AU 

grade  or  even  close  to  it . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Rarity-6+.  Type  II  reverse.  Net 

MS-63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some 
surface  abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
ders .  1,650 

1859- 0  AU-50 . 175 

1859-0  EF-45 . 99 

1860  WB-102.  Rarity  5+.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre . 1,650 

1861  WB-101.  Rarity-3 +.  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty 

and  lustrous  with  golden  toning  around  the 
obverse  border . 895 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  EF-40 . 199 


1862-S  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  Large  S.  MS-63. 

Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 

appeal .  2,1  50 

1863  MS-63  (PCGS),  but  probably  in  an  even  finer 
grade.  With  some  die  striae  as  always  seen  on 
business  strikes.  Actually,  a  candidate  lor  MS- 


64  or  even  higher.  Gorgeous  quality!  ....  1 ,365 

1864  EF-45.  Fairly  scarce . 235 

1865  EF-40.  Elusive  date . 145 

1865-S  EF-40 . 110 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  rarity 


1866-S  WB-101.  No  Motto.  Rarity-7  at  this  grade 
level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very  faint 
splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  this  rarity. . 8,950 

1866- S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  sea¬ 
son .  975 

1867- S  WB-101.  Rarity-7.  Large  S.  MS-62.  Ac¬ 

tually  MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale  ivory 
lustre,  subdued  from  a  very  light  cleaning  long, 
ago.  A  small  scratch  on  the  reverse  from  the 
rim  at  8:00  to  the  eagles  left  wing . 1,950 


1868-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 
level . 2,495 

1868- S  EF-40 . 119 

1869  MS-60.  We  have  bought  a  little  group  of 

these — kept  together  for  decades — and  offer 

them  for,  each: . 409 

1869  AU-58 . 235 

1869  EF-40 . HO 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning . 1,650 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1870- S  VF-35 . 99 

1870- CC  VG-8.  Rare  (it  goes  without  saying). 750 

1871  AU-50 . 175 

1 87 1- S  AU-50 . 225 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 2”5 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning. 

Sharply  struck  with  very  lustrous  surlaces.  1 ,595 
1873  WB-108.  Rarity-7.  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC'). 
Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac  toning. 
Minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  obverse  fields, 
otherwise  MS-63  or  liner.  From  the  James 
Bennett  Pryor  Collection.  A  finer  pedigree 
could  not  be  imagined . 1,595 


1839  No  Drapery.  VF-20  (NGC) . 319 

1840  Small  Letters.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant 

surfaces  with  a  trace  of  peripheral  rose  ton¬ 
ing . 795 

1 840  Small  Letters.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  blue 

and  golden  gray  toning . 169 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date.  EF-45.  175 


1843  WB-101.  Rarity-5.  MS-64.  Lustrous  and 


beautiful . 2,350 

1843  EF-40 . 85 


1843-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  proof  like  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion .  2,450 

1845  EF-40 . 175 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846- 0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1,450 

1848  EF-45 . 275 

Splendid  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  anywhere . 3,950 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 
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18"’3  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant, 
with  just  a  whisper  of  natural  iridescence.  De¬ 
sirable  two-year  design  type . 465 


Splendid  1873-S  Half  Dollar 


1873-S  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  Arrows.  MS-63. 

Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  touch  of  amber  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  on 
the  reverse,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  ..6,995 
1873-S  Arrows.  F-12 . 119 


1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1874  Arrows  VF-30 . 95 

1874-CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare! . 950 

1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

1875- CC  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  Small  CC.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satin  white  surfaces  with  a  blend¬ 
ing  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
in  the  obverse  fields,  otherwise . 1,450 

1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1875-S  AU-55 . 195 


1876- CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen 

of  this  well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar. 
Ideal  for  either  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set .  925 

1877  WB-104.  Rarity-7+.  Repunched  7.  Type 
II.  Reverse  MS-64  (NGC).  Prooflike  surfaces. 
Attractive  lilac,  gunmetal-blue,  and  iridescent 
toning . 1,295 

1 877- CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City  coin 
to  your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty  beauty.  950 

1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1 ,495 

The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1 877- S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 


peal  that  will  be  ideal  in  your  collection.  1 ,625 
1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 


per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1877- S  MS-60 . 375 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1 ,895 

1880  MS-63.  Rare  date . 895 

1882  EF-40 . 395 

1883  F-15.  Rare  date . 275 

1886  VF-35.  Rare  date . 455 


1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Remarkable  for  its 
low  mintage.  Some  marks  on  the  knee,  mostly 
hidden,  prompted  the  grading  gurus  at  NGC 
to  assign  the  MS-63  grade,  but  if  considered 
by  the  surfaces  alone  (the  fields),  it  appears  to 
be  a  gem  MS-65.  You’ll  like  this  one!  ....  1 ,195 
1890  VF-30.  Rare  date . 325 


Barber  Mali  Dollars 


1892  AU-55 . 325 

1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  some¬ 
what  prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  mar¬ 
velous  specimen  of  this  low-mintage  date.  Guar¬ 


anteed!  . 1 ,350 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892- S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 
1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1893- 0  AU-50.  Attractively  toned . 395 

1894- S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1 ,650 
1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 

areas  of  medium  golden  toning . 1,750 

1895  AU-58 . 469 


1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 
gold . 365 


1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem . 2,450 

1896-S  VF-25.  Elusive  in  all  grades . 235 


1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces 
we  have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $  1 ,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree!  . 1,695 

1897  AU-55  (PCI) . 325 

1897-0  F-15.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 385 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 


1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  ..595 


1898  AU-55 . 369 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898  VF-35 . 109 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1899-S  EF-45 . 240 


1900  AU-55.  Attractive  satiny  surfaces . 349 

1900  VF-35 . 95 

1900-0  EF-45 . 285 

1900-0  EF-40 . 275 

1900-0  VF-30 . 125 

1900- S  EF-45 . 250 

1901  MS-64.  Light  gold  peripheral  toning  enhances 

both  surfaces.  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 1,350 

1901  AU-50 . 349 

1901  EF-45 . 175 

1901- 0  EF-45 . 350 

1901- S  VG-8 . 29 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- 0  AU-50 . ,...375 

1903- 0  EF-40 . 195 

1903- S  EF-45 . 259 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 

1905- 0  AU-50 . 475 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 495 

1906- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 345 

First  year  of  coinage  operation  at  the  Denver  Mint. 

1906-D  EF-45 . 175 

1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906-0  F-15 . 55 

1906- S  EF-40 . 199 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907- D  EF-45 . 185 

1907-D  EF-40 . 140 

1907- S  F-12 . 89 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade . 325 

1908-0  EF-40 . 165 

1908-0  VF-20 . 79 

1908-0  F-12 . 29 


Splendid  Gem  1909  50<f 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem,  brilliant, 


lustrous,  and  frosty.  . 2,995 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1909-0  VF-30 . 110 


1910  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Rare  Philadelphia  Mint  is¬ 

sue.  Harder  to  find  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof 
finish! . 625 

1910-S  VF-25 . 85 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  prize 

for  the  numismatist  who  desires  aesthetically 
appealing  pieces . 1,350 

191 1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  Nearly 

full  original  brilliance  and  frost . 350 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS).  Delicate  champagne  irides¬ 
cence.  Very  close  to  full  Mint  State . 375 

1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1 ,395 
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1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

191 2-D  AU-55.  L  ight  gold  peripheral  toning.  350 
1912-D  AU-50 . 325 

1912- S  EF-40 . 175 

1913  VG-10 . 39 

1913- D  AU-55 . 325 

1913-S  MS-63.  Brill  iant.  Frosty  and  lustrous. 

Highly  important  variety.  . 1,275 

1913-S  EF-40 . 195 

191 5-D  AU-55 . 375 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 

1915-S  EF-45 . 185 


Liberty  Walkino  Half  Dollars 

Commentary:  These  beautiful  coins  are  always 
in  demand,  and  scarcely  a  day  goes  by  without  our 
sending  a  few  packages  of  sparkling  gems  to  our 
clients.  If  you  are  a  specialist  in  these — or  want  to 
be — here  is  your  opportunity. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  wide  variety  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  from  the  earliest  varieties  of 
1916  and  1917  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  the 
1940s.  Along  the  way  are  many  scarce,  interesting, 
and  desirable  pieces,  all  hand  selected  for  their  qual¬ 
ity.  If  you  are  already  a  specialist  in  the  series,  use 
this  listing  to  add  pieces  you  need.  If  you  are  new 
to  the  series  and  want  to  begin,  a  suggestion  is  to 
start  with  some  of  the  less  expensive  dates,  those  in 
the  1930s  and  1940s.  A  little  bit  of  money  will  go 
a  long  way  in  these  years,  and  today  in  1996  many 
choice  and  gem  Mint  State  coins  are  available  for 
truly  reasonable  prices. 

Advanced  specialist  or  beginning  collector — ei¬ 
ther  way  we  know  you’ll  like  our  quality  and  value. 
1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 

satiny  lustre . 1,495 

1916  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year  of 
the  design . 350 

1916  EF-45.  First  year  of  issue . 175 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.719 

1916-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 209 

1916-D  AU-50 . 195 

1916-D  EF-45.  Mintmark  on  obverse . 159 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  beautiful,  and  in  this  degree  of 

beauty,  rare.  . 1 ,935 

The  Liberty  Walking  halt  dollars  of  1 916  and  early  1917 
have  a  surface  somewhat  different  than  those  of  later  years, 
and  on  Mint  State  examples  the  fields  are  a  hybrid  between 
lustrous  and  matte.  Also,  the  rims  of  the  coin  seem  to  be 
broader  and  sharper. 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 


Enjoy  Yourself. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable 
pursuit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved  ’’  is  to 
buy  some  useful  and  interesting  books  on 
the  subject — not  price  guides  or  market 
reports,  but  books  that  tell  you  about  coins, 
how  they  were  made  and  how  they  were 
used. 


peripheral  toning . 1 ,095 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  with  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces — 
quality  you  will  appreciate . 2,150 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
If  you  like  golden  toning — and  who  doesn’t? — 
this  attractive  certified  piece  will  fill  the  bill 

exactly.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 
Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning. .  1,325 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-58 . 1,650 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANA(  3) 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 
the  series . 1,195 


Gem  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
A  gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Qual¬ 


ity!  . 3,175 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-50 . 135 

1918  AU-50 . 259 


1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus 


Get  u  Jump  Sturt I 

Popular 

Liberty  Walking  Halves! 


Get  a  jump  start  on  a  collection  of 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  with  each 
coin  being  of  hand-picked  quality.  Here  is 
how  it  works: 

We  ll  go  through  our  inventory  includ¬ 
ing  new  purchases  and  select  $1,000  or 
more,  list  price,  worth  of  different  dates 
and  mintmarks  from  the  1 930s  and  1 940s, 
each  being  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified 
by  PCGS  or  NGC  as  MS-64  or  MS-65. 
Your  net  price  is  $895,  which  will  save  you 
over  10%  right  off  the  top! 

In  addition,  if  you  request,  we  ll  send 
some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval  Lor 
you  to  consider  adding  to  your  set,  each 
piece  at  a  1 0%  discount.  T  hese  will  also  be 
dated  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  with  the 
thought  that  you  might  like  to  finish  these 
two  decades  before  embarking  on  the  ear¬ 
lier  years. 

Ask  for  our  “Liberty  Walking  Super 
Special  Offer  and  we  ’ll  do  the  rest.  We 
guarantee  you’ll  like  our  selection,  price 
and  quality.  Limit:  one  set  per  buyer. 
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A  Historic  Auction 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection 
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Scope  of  the  Collection 

This  sale  will  bring  a  close  to  an  era  by  offering  the  final  section 
ot  the  only  complete  collection  of  United  States  coins  ever  formed. 

Begun  by  the  late  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  ( 1 896- 1 976)  in  1925, 
the  collection  was  completed  by  him  on  November  9,  1950,  with  the 
addition  ot  the  unique  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  Liberty  Seated 
dime.  Along  the  way,  the  prominent  Baltimore  financier  did  what 
no  one  had  ever  done  before  and  undoubtedly  will  never  do  again: 
he  acquired  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  variety  of  United  States 
coin  known  to  exist,  from  the  inception  of  the  federal  series  in  1793, 
continuing  onward  through  nearly  200  years  of  coinage. 

Upon  completion,  the  collection  was  widely  exhibited,  including 
at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  where  it 
drew  unprecedented  crowds  and  was  viewed  by  over  a  million  people. 

In  1996,  Q.  David  Bowers  wrote  a  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.: 
King  of  Coins,  telling  of  the  collector’s  life,  how  the  collection  was 
assembled,  and  giving  notes  on  many  of  the  important  pieces.  This  book 
was  given  the  signal  honor  of  being  named  Book  of  the  Year  by  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  The  book  is  now  in  its  second  printing. 

As  the  Eliasberg  Collection  continues  to  be  dispersed  into  the 
numismatic  community,  with  the  final  auction  scheduled  for  April  6- 
8,  1997,  the  pedigree  “From  the  Eliasberg  Collection”  assumes  a 
special  importance  and  is  recognized  by  collectors  worldwide  as  being 
the  ultimate  source  for  a  desired  specimen.  There  has  never  been  a 
cabinet  like  the  Eliasberg  Collection  before.  There  will  never  be 
another  collection  like  it  again. 

Sale  of  the  Collection 

The  first  part  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  was 
auctioned  in  November  1982  as  the  U.S.  Gold  Coin  Collection, 
consigned  by  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Jr.  The  total  realization  was  $12.4 
million  for  this  part  of  the  sale. 

The  copper  cents  and  half  cents  in  the  second  part 
of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  the  nickel  coins,  and  silver 
coins  from  three-cent  pieces  through  dimes,  were  of¬ 
fered  at  auction  on  May  20-22,  1996,  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  Also  crossing  the  block  were 
sections  of  the  collection  relating  to  colonials,  patterns, 
and  territorial  gold.  The  realization  for  this  portion  of 
thecabinet  was$l  1 .6  million,  includinga  record 
auction  realization  of  $1 ,485,000  for  the  finest 


known  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel.  The 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awarded  the 
spectacular  Grand  Format  ”  catalogue 
ol  this  landmark  event  the  coveted  “Best 
Auction  Catalogue”  award. 

The  Final  Part  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection 

The  staff  of  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.  is  now  preparing  the 

deluxe  Grand  Format'  ’  color-illustrated  catalogue  which  will  de¬ 
scribe  United  States  coins  of  the  20-cent,  25-cent,  50-cent,  silver 
dollar,  and  trade  dollar  series,  as  well  as  an  important  offering  of 
United  States  paper  money,  and  a  selection  of  19th-century  Ameri¬ 
can  tokens. 

The  auction  dates  are  set — Sunday,  April  6  through  Tuesday, 
April  8,  1997.  The  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central  Park  South,  in  New 
York  City  will  be  the  site  of  this  once-in-a-lifetime  event,  the  same 
venue  as  used  for  the  previous  two  Eliasberg  Collection  sales. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  for  the  community  of  numisma¬ 
tists  and  other  connoisseurs  ro  participate. 

Highlights  of  the  Forthcoming  Sale 

The  forthcoming  catalogue  will  be  laden  with  rare  treasures, 
many  of  which  have  been  off  the  market  for  decades,  some  for  over  a 
century.  A  sampling: 

A  splendid  Mint  State  example  of  the  prized  1876-CC  20-cent 
piece  will  be  offered,  as  will  a  marvelous  selection  of  early  quarter 
dollars,  including  an  1827  original  (quite  possibly  the  only  known 
business  strike,  having  been  found  in  circulation  in  the  19th  century). 

Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollars  are  breathtaking  and 
include  the  famous  1842  Small  Date  and  one  of  just  five 
known  1873-CC  quarter  dollars  without  arrows  at  date,  a 
splendid  Mint  State  piece. 

Half  dollars  in  the  forthcoming  Eliasberg  Collection 
sale  include  many  notable  early  pieces  including  the  two  half 
dollar  styles  of  1796  and  one  of  1797.  Capped  Bust  half 
dollars  are  dazzling  in  their  breadth,  depth,  and  quality,  and 
include  the  finest  of  just  seven  known  1 817/4  overdate  half 
dollars,  a  piece  which  is  graded  EF-45. 


Among  later  half  dollars,  the  1 838-0  stands  as  one  of  America’s 
most  famous  rarities.  The  1853-0  without  arrows  and  rays  is  one  of 
just  three  known  of  that  issue. 

Silver  dollars  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection  begin  with  the  first 
year  of  issue,  1794,  and  continue  to  modern  times.  The  highlight  is 
the  most  famous  of  all  United  States  coins — the  1 804  silver  dollar. 
Of  the  15  known  specimens,  this  specimen  has  been  the  most 
acclaimed  over  the  years  known  as  the  Stickney  specimen,  obtained 
directly  from  the  United  States  Mint  by  exchange  on  May  9,  1843. 
This  is  one  of  just  six  known  “original”  or  Class  I  dollars  of  this  date. 
Accompanying  the  dollar  is  an  original  letter  in  the  hand  of  Matthew 
A.  Stickney  describing  the  piece.  A  special  section  of  the  catalogue 
will  be  devoted  to  the  1804  dollar  and  its  history  and  will  forever 
showcase  this  pinnacle  in  American  numismatic  history. 

The  silver  dollar  series  continues  with  a  complete  offering  of 
Gobrecht  silver  dollars,  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  from  1840 
through  1873,  with  the  rare  1870-S  being  the  highlight.  Morgan  silver 
dollars  1878-1921  are  of  dazzling  quality  and  include  a  beautiful 
gem  1893-S  and  the  finest  1895-0  ever  seen  by  the  cataloguer. 

Trade  dollars  from  1873  through  1885 
are  absolutely  complete  and  by  definition 
include  the  1884  (of  which  just  10  are 
believed  to  have  been  struck)  and  the  ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare  1885  (of  which  just  five  were 
struck).  Both  the  1884  and  1885  are  superb 
gems,  with  the  1885  in  particular  standing 
head  and  shoulders  in  quality  above  the 
other  four  known  examples. 

Also  featured  in  the  sale  are  selections 
of  paper  money.  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens,  a  beautiful 
selection  of  United  States  commemorative  coins,  and  a  beautiful 
Proof  1861 -dated  Confederate  States  of  America  restrike  cent, 
believed  to  be  the  finest  of  just  a  few  known  to  exist.  Other  highlights 
in  the  forthcoming  Eliasberg  Collection  sale  will  at  once  surprise  and 
delight  the  catalogue  holder. 

An  Invitation  to  Participate 

The  sale  will  be  held  in  New  York  City  in  the  Quadrille  Ballroom 
of  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  on  Sunday,  April  6  through  Tuesday,  April 
8,  1997.  While  this  is  a  public  auction  sale,  it  is  also  a  ticketed  event, 
with  bidders  pre-registering  for  admission.  You  are  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  by  in-person  attendance  or  by  mail  bidding. 

'  Catalogues,  estimated  to  be  over  200  pages  in  length  and 
extensively  illustrated,  will  be  available  for  $40  for  advance 
order,  or  automatically  as  part  of  a  $95  subscription  to  all 
Bowers  and  Merena  periodicals  for  the  year  1997.  The  cata¬ 
logue  is  being  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  other  staff  experts  and  will  forever  stand  as  a  monument  to 
the  connoisseur- 
ship  of  Louis  E. 

Eliasberg,  Sr.,  and 
as  a  valuable  ref¬ 
erence  and  mar¬ 
ket  guide  to  the 
coins  therein. 


The  following  combination  packages  are  offered: 

Your  best  value.  Option  1.  A  subscription  to  all  Bowers  and 
Merena  auction  catalogues  and  periodicals  for  1997  including 
our  April  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection — over 
$200  in  individual  cover  prices — just  $95  to  U.S.  addresses, 
$150  to  Canadian  addresses,  and  $200  elsewhere. 

For  current  subscribers — Option  1  A.  A  deluxe  hardbound  copy  of 
the  final  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  (sent  after 
the  sale  including  a  prices  realized).  List  price  $  1 00.  Now  only  $80. 

Option  2.  A  deluxe  hardbound  edition  of  the  final  sale  of  The  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  (sent  after  the  sale)  plus  a  working 
softbound  edition  sent  prior  to  the  sale.  Retail  price  $  1 00+$40=$  1 40. 
Now  available  for  only  $100  (plus  shipping). 

Option  3.  A  softbound  edition  of  the  final  sale  of  The  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  plus  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers  award- 
winningbiography  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  .King  of  Co  ins.  Retail  price: 
$40+$62.50=$  1 02.50.  Now  available  for  only  $75  (plus  shipping). 

Option  4.  A  deluxe  hardbound  edition  of  the  final  sale  of  1  he  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  (sent  after  the  sale)  plus  a  working 
softbound  edition  sent  prior  to  the  sale,  plus  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.- 
King  of  Coins.  Retail  price  $  1 00+$40+$62.50=$202.50.  Now 
available  for  only  $  1 45  (plus  shipping). 

Option  5.  A  deluxe  hardbound  edition  of  our  May  1 996  sale  of  1  he 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  plus  a  deluxe  hardbound  of  the 
final  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  (sent  after  the  sale) 
plus  Louis  £.  Eliasberg  Sr.:  King  of  Coins.  Retail  price 
$100+$100+$62.50=$262.50.  Now  available  for  only  $22 5  (plus 
shipping). 

All  orders  for  catalogues  will  be  handled  on  a  first  come,  first  served 
basis  as  the  demand  will  be  strong  and  the  number  of  extra 
analogues  printed  will  be  limited. 

For  immediate  service:  Have  your  credit  card  in  hand,  call 

our  Publications 
Department  toll- 
free,  1  -800-222- 
5993  and  ask  for 
Mary  or  Donna. 
The  catalogue  will 
be  sent  upon  pub¬ 
lication  in  April. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


tre  remains  in  protected  areas.  One  of  the  key  is¬ 


sues  in  the  series  . 895 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 
this  nice! . 2,525 


Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half  dollar.3,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921,  low  production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Denver  and 
San  Francisco.  In  this  year  of  economic  recession,  few  col¬ 
lectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside  quantities  of 
this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  Mint  State 
piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1921  50 C 


1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest  mintage  issue  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been — 
since  we  began  business  in  1953.  Ifyouare 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
i  Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 


Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue 
among  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  2,750 


Elusive  1921-S  Half  Dollar 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 


have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 950 


Memorable  Quality  1928-S  50c 


1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  a 
somewhat  above  average  strike.  A  “find”  for  us 
and  for  the  discriminating  buyer  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars.  Rarely  seen  at  this  high 

level  of  aesthetic  quality. . 3,450 

1928-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty,  brilliant  surfaces. 
Scarce  in  Mint  State . 1,295 


Splendid  Gem  1929-D  50<t 


1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quality 
in  every  aspect — with  brilliant  and  frosty  sur¬ 
faces,  also  sharply  struck.  Few  comparable 


pieces  exist! . 2,325 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  coin  that 
offers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS- 
64  level,  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 


for  only . 1,495 

1929-D  EF-45 . 95 

1929-D  EF-40 . 75 


Remarkable  Gem  1929-S 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  sharply  struck  specimen  of  this  highly 
desired  issue — certainly  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  seen.  The  specialist  will  appreci¬ 


ate  this  one! . 2,795 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  frosty. . 495 

1929-S  AU-50 . 169 


Marvelous  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 

This  gem  is  a  splendid  way  to  start  out  your  set  of  half 
dollars  of  the  1930s  decade.  This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  contains  many  fine  new  purchases  of  Liberty  Walking 
quarters. 

1933-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 


hints  of  gold  at  the  borders . 995 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 351 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1934  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 42 

1934  AU-55.  Brilliant . 37 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 797 

1 934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 38^ 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued 
by  pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall.  385 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1934-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 154 

1934-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 125 

1934-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 99 

1934-D  AU-55 . 8 1 
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Lustrous  Gem  1934-S  50C 


II 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  specimen 
of  a  variety  which  is  very  difficult  to  find  at 
this  level — a  key  to  the  series . 2,903 


Brilliant  Gem  1934-S 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  high-quality 
gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 
Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 

offered! . 2,903 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 
this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 621 

1934- S  AU-50 . 98 

1935  MS-65  Brilliant . 31 1 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 58 

1935  AU-58 . 40 

1935- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 31 1 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 243 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 675 

1936  Proof-64  (NGC).  The  devices  are  sharp  and 

satiny  and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors. 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  in  mirror  Proof 
format  were  issued  for  the  first  time  in  this 
year.  Rarest  of  the  Proof  half  dollars  of  this 
type.  A  prize! .  1,695 

1936  MS-65.  Brilliant . 142 

1936  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 142 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 351 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936-D  MS-63-  Brilliant.  We’ve  been  buying 

choice  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  whenever 
and  wherever  we  can  find  them.  Order  one  coin, 

and  you’ll  surely  order  more! . 108 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 446 

1936-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1936- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 69 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 203 

1937  MS-63  (NGC).  Beautiful  pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  satiny  surfaces . 5 1 

1937  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1 937-  D  MS-65  Brilliant . 432 

1 937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  is  prooflike  and 


reverse  is  frosty.  . 432 

1 937-D  MS-64.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

g°ld . 223 

1 937-  S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 392 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938  MS-65  Brilliant . IZ3U 

1938  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  AU-58.  Brilliant . 49 

1938- D  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  splendid  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  date . 581 


1938-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  satiny  fields.  Only  49 1 ,600  examples 
were  coined;  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  any 
U.S.  half  dollar  issue  subsequent  to  1921. 465 


1938-D  AU-55 . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 273 

1938- D  EF-40 . 109 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1939  AU-58 . 35 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1939-D  AU-50 . 30 

1939-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  light  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 223 

1939-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 142 

1939- S  MS-64.  Attractive  toning . 142 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 124 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 12 

1 94 1-D  AU-58 . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

194 1-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 182 

194 1-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

194 1-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 82 

194 1-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 38 

194 1- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  AU-58 . 24 

1942  AU-55 . 20 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 446 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1942- S  AU-55 . 28 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-55 . 20 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 


1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 446 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 72 

1943- S  MS-63  Brilliant . 43 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 107 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 273 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 107 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 527 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 

1944-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 41 

1944- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 25 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 93 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 93 

1945-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 27 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1945-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1945- S  AU-50  Brilliant . 24 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 132 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 132 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  ol  20  for . 795 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1946-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 27 

1946- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 23 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 162 

1947  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1947  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1947  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1947  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 107 

1947-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 46 

1947-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 24 


Unstnpassed  Quality ! 

The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  in¬ 
ventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  is 
unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other.  When 
Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  buy  for  our  stock,  they  are  very 
“fussy,”  often  bypassing  several  coins  to 
buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  discriminating 
eye.  If  you  are  building  a  high-quality  col¬ 
lection  of  these  beautful  coins,  please  re¬ 
view  our  selection  carefully. 
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I  IN  ITKII  STATUS  SILVKR  COINS 


LiliiTh  Wiilkino  Hall  Hollars 

In  this  '  'grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 
with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  or 
add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of  the  most  beau¬ 
tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$85 

$105 

$351 

1934-D 

230 

385 

797 

1934-S 

621 

1283 

2903 

1935 

58 

81 

311 

1935-D 

243 

311 

1100 

1935-S 

351 

675 

1936 

54 

61 

142 

1936-D 

135 

351 

1936-S 

250 

446 

1937 

51 

66 

203 

1937-D 

223 

432 

1 937-S 

243 

392 

1938 

99 

135 

311 

1938-D 

500 

581 

878 

1939 

62 

135 

1939-D 

63 

135 

1939-S 

223 

1940 

49 

124 

1940-S 

73 

365 

1941 

38 

92 

1941-D 

45 

62 

112 

1941-S 

99 

182 

1296 

1942 

38 

43 

92 

1942-D 

89 

155 

1942-S 

45 

73 

446 

1943 

38 

43 

92 

1943-D 

63 

135 

1943-S 

43 

72 

446 

1944 

35 

43 

107 

1944-D 

45 

62 

107 

1944-S 

41 

63 

527 

1945 

35 

45 

93 

1945-D 

38 

45 

93 

1945-S 

38 

45 

135 

1946 

38 

45 

132 

1946-D 

38 

43 

92 

1946-S 

93 

1947 

38 

45 

162 

1947- 1) 

35 

46 

107 

Franklin  Mali  Hollars 

We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948-1 963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful  Mint 


State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to  start 
a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have.  You’ll 


like  our  quality! 

1949-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1949-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 289 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1950  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1950  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1950- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 215 

1951- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1951- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 27 

1952  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1952- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 15 

1952-  S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1953  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 95 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1953  MS-64  Brilliant . 26 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1953- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1953-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1953- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1954  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 400 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 69 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for:  . 1 1 5 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  ...24 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1956  Proof-65-  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1958-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65-  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1959- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1960- D  MS-63  Brilliant . 15 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1962  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1962- D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 32 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 


Si  Ivor  hollars 

Commentary:  Among  all  early  silver  coins,  silver 
dollars  are  certainly  one  of  the  most  popular  series. 
As  such,  we  constantly  strive  to  maintain  an  in-depth 
inventory  of  quality  coins.  Use  this  listing  to  add  to 
your  specialized  collection  or  set  of  design  types.  We 
guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! 

Pliiwino  Hair  Hollars 

1795  Bowers-Borckardt-25.  VG-8.  Pearl  gray  toning 
on  the  high  points  deepens  to  a  gunmetal  shade  in 
the  fields.  An  important  type  coin . :....  875 

Drapcil  Bust  Dollars 


1795  Draped  Bust  Dollar 


1795  BB-51.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pleasing  inter¬ 
mingled  gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  The  im¬ 
pressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  center¬ 
ing.  A  nice  example  of  this  attractive  design 
with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and  Small  Eagle 
reverse .  3,850 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1 842  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and  cham¬ 

pagne  iridescence,  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving . 650 

1843  AU-53  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  surfaces 
exhibit  hints  of  gold  and  gray.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable  proof  like 


character . 550 

1843  EF-45 . 375 


1844  EF-40.  A  mintage  of  only  20,000  pieces.  495 


Memorable  1848  Silver  Dollar 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example.  Often 
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a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our  offerings 
ol  an  1 848  of  this  remarkable  quality.  ....  5,650 

Notable  1854  $1  Rarity 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the 
most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  ex¬ 
ported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity, 
and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  landmark. 
Proofs  were  struck  in  limited  numbers  for  col¬ 
lectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of  these, 
the  present  specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest  to 
survive.  The  surfaces  are  toned  a  light  golden 
hue  over  deep  mirror  background.  The  strike  is 
needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay  twice  our 
price,  we  doubt  if  you  could  find  this  coins 
equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  finest  cabinet 
of  silver  dollars . 29,875 

Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 


1 863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  an  issue  that  is  very 
rare  in  Mint  State,  and  even  more  elusive  at  the 


high  level  here  presented . 6,650 

Liberty  Sealed  silver  dollars  of  1861-1869  arc  all  searec. 
and  in  Mini  Stale  they  arc  significant  rarities  The  present 
offering  is  one  of  the  finest  we've  ever  presented. 

1863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with 
most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rar¬ 
ity  in  all  business  strike  grade  levels.  If  Liberty 
Seated  silver  dollars  are  your  first  love,  then  this 
issue  offers  many  opportunities  to  add  pieces 

of  importance,  quality,  and  value! . 1 ,795 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly-prized  rarity  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly 
all  high-grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs; 
AU  and  Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rari¬ 
ties .  1,450 

1868  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  pale  gold  on 
the  high  points.  A  minor  obverse  rim  nick  is 

noted .  495 

1872  F-12 . 175 

1872  G-6 . 109 

iVlomm  Dollars 

Commentary:  Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to 
collect,  and  at  todays  market  prices  and  with  the 
famous  Bowers  and  Merena  quality  the  present  list¬ 
ing  offers  many  opportunities. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority  of 
these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less  than 
several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of  them 
are  below  $  1 00  or  even  below  $50 — and  this  is  for 
choice  pieces!  No  wonder  that  they  are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  virtually  complete  selec¬ 
tion.  Each  coin  has  been  hand  picked  for  its  quality, 
and  it  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  Morgan  dollars 
are  your  specialty,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place! 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats— including  indi¬ 
vidual  descriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy  ref¬ 
erence.  The  two  are  somewhat  different,  so  be  sure 
to  check  both. 


Morgan  Dollars  (Individual  Listings) 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 176 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 69 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-60  (PCI).  Brilliant. ...  59 
1878  VAM-41A.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64, 

DMP.  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64 

DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 112 


In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 
Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy.”  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Treasury 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality  conscious  buyer. 

Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 
the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1 863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 

grades .  6,350 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1850s  and  1860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  custo¬ 
dianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
State  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  over  25 
dedicated  professionals  are  on  hand  to  pro¬ 
vide  what  we  consider  to  he  the  finest  value, 
quality,  and  service  in  the  coin  hobby  today. 
Join  our  “family”  of  happy  customers! 
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lS^S  7  railfeathers.  Reverse  oh  1879  MS-62 
(NGC).  Gorgeous  lilac  and  rose  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  periphery.  Your  satisfaction  is 

guaranteed . 69 

1  7  Failfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-62 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 176 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1878-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 31 

1878- S  MS-61  (PCI).  Brilliant . 27 

1879- CC  Capped  Die  (Large  CC  over  Small  CC 

mintmark).  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare 
and  in  constant  demand . 1,450 

1879-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 142 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Lightly 

toned . 329 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878  (a.k.a.  2nd  Reverse  per 
the  Guide  Book).  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One 
of  our  favorite  Morgan  varieties  here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena.  Many  times  scarcer  than  the  type 
having  the  so-called  Reverse  of  1 879  (a.k.a.  3rd 

Reverse) . 129 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-61.  Brilliant  with  a 

trace  of  toning  on  the  reverse . 119 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  105 

1879-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  having  frosty  devices.  The  fields  have 
a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 

prooflike . 308 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 


1879-S  MS-63.  Brilliant. 


28 


1 880  MS-62,  Proof  like.  Frosty  with  attractive  blue, 
russet,  and  golden  toning  on  obverse.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  lustrous  with  a  hint  of  pale  yellow  ton¬ 


ing . 59 

1880-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 243 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 176 

1880-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 176 

1880-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 170 

1880-CC  MS-61  (PCI).  Very  frosty. . 170 

1880-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at 
this  grade  level)  issue.  Check  it  out  on  ap¬ 
proval .  1,553 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 311 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 63 

1880-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 119 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1880- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 28 

1881  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant 

at  the  centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the 
rims . 945 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 405 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 405 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 


Double 


TTWr FT 


for  Under  $700 — Fewer  Than  7  Pieces  Left 

Holding  a  beautiful  double  eagle  in  your  hands  is  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  feeling!  In  1894,  having  one  of  these  in  your  pocket  gave  you 
a  tremendous  amount  of  purchasing  power,  much  more  so  than  a 
handful  of  $100  bills  would  do  today.  Youd  be  in  charge  of  all  you 
could  survey — a  world  at  your  fingertips.  Now  you  can  experience 
the  thrill  of  owning  such  a  piece.  We  have  just  a  few  gorgeous, 
lustrous  1 894  $20  left  in  stock.  These  beautiful  pieces  are  from  an 
old-time  bank  group  and  have  been  off  the  market  since,  well, 
1 894!  Each  coin  has  been  certified  MS-62  by  PCGS  and  is  guar¬ 
anteed  to  please!  By  way  of  comparison,  according  to  a  recent  PCGS 
Population  Report ,  the  1894  MS-62  is  about  50  times  rarer  than 
the  1 904  $20.  As  always,  each  comes  with  our  money  back  guar¬ 
antee  of  satisfaction. 


While  they  last ,  buy  one  for  just  $695! 


1881-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 230 

1881-CC  MS-63,  Deep  mirror  proof  like.  Bril¬ 
liant .  249 

1881-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  (GSA).  Brilliant. 219 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 192 

1881-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 102 

1881-0  MS-60,  proof  like.  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

a  trace  of  pale  yellow  peripheral  toning . 45 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Vivid  rainbow  toning.  308 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1881-S  MS-64,  prooflike.  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  59 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 41 

1 88 1-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently 
bought  a  really  nice  group  of  these.  Buy  one  for 

only . 28 

1 88 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  shades  of 


blue,  gold  and  amber . 

. 41 

1882-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 

. 243 

1882-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 

. 88 

1882-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 

. 69 

1882-CC  MS-62  (GSA)  Brilliant . 

. 65 

1882-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 27 

Superb  1882-O/S  Dollar 


1882-O/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  iridescence 
on  satiny  surfaces.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 

overmintmark . 2,395 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and 
quite  curious  “overmintmark"  issue.  Bril¬ 
liant .  1 ,050 

1882-O/S  VAM-5.  MS-60  (ANACS).  A  whisper 

of  pale  golden  toning  on  the  rims . 165 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 122 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1883  MS-67  (NGC).  Gorgeous  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  on  half  of  the  obverse  and  half  of  the  re¬ 
verse .  1,995 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 213 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 85 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 63 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 120 

1 883-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Beautiful  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  at  rims . 41 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing.  around  rim . 28 
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1883- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1 884  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  toning  around  the 

periphery. . 216 

1884  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 26 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 213 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 60 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 116 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1 16 

1884-0  VAM-5.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Pale  yellow 

peripheral  toning . 27 

1884-0  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 27 

1884-0  MS-62,  proof  like.  (Hallmark) . 32 


Rare  1884-S  Dollar 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Sharp  strike.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 


the  series  at  this  level . 5,600 

1884-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 175 

1884- S  EF-40 . 35 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Gold  peripheral  toning.  120 

1885  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 4 1 

1885- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 452 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1885-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 250 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1885-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 230 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 225 

1885-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 225 

1885-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  trace 

of  light  toning . 41 

1885-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1885-0  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 27 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 162 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1885- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 322 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1 886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 39 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1886  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1886- 0  AU-55  (NGC) . 119 

1886-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 119 


1886-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 90 

1886-0  AU-50 . 79 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  Scarce  so  fine . 527 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find 

in  this  high  grade.  One  of  the  hundreds  of  hand¬ 
picked  Morgan  dollars  recently  added  to  our 

stock . 1,135 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63,  prooflike.  (PCGS) . 39 

1887- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1887-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1887- S  EF-40 . 19 

1888  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCI) . 105 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 46 

1888  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 30 

1888- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheral 

toning . 473 

1888-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Attractive  golden  rose 

peripheral  toning . 209 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 169 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 169 

1888-S  MS-61  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant.  ..  139 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 324 

1889  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 


Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive, 
brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mir¬ 
rored  fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a 
stunning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  key  is¬ 
sues  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series.  13,500 


Key  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  delicate  toning.  1  he  reverse,  it 
graded  separately,  would  merit  MS-63  or  nicer. 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  key  (.arson  City 

Mint  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series . 7,395 

1889-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  99 


1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 31 7 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 176 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 140 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  light  iri¬ 
descent  surfaces . 1 40 

1889-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1889-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1  1  5 

1889- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 65 

1890- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1890-CC  MS-62,  DMPL.  (PCI) . 315 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1 ,895 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . . . 62 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL.  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..495 

1890- S  MS-62,  DMPL.  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..195 
1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high  grade 

level . 635 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1891  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen . 520 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 263 

1891-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 168 

1891-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1891-0  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 125 

1891-S  MS-62  (Hallmark) . 49 

1891-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1891- S  EF-45  (PCI).  Brilliant . 19 

1892- CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 770 

1892-CC  AU-50 . 225 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 560 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 560 

1892-S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 450 

1892-S  EF-40.  Brilliant . 165 

1892- S  VF-30  (ANACS) . 65 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 790 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 

1893  AU-55 . 238 

1 893  AU-50.  Scarce  issue . 1 89 

1893- CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices 

nicely  complement  the  satiny  fields.  The  cen¬ 
tral  areas  are  brilliant,  with  a  whisper  of  gold  at 
the  borders . 1 ,650 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1 ,610 


1893-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant 
at  the  center,  with  pale  gold  peripherally.  The 
reverse  exhibits  light  champagne  toning.  Only 
300,000  examples  were  coined,  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  production  figures  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series.  Survivors  are  eagerly  sought  in  all 
grades,  and  are  especially  desirable  at  the  MS- 


61  level .  1,850 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 665 

1893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 625 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  gold  peripheral  toning.  595 

1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 575 

1893-0  VF-35 .  149 
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laics  of  !X2*  and  1833  also  a  variety  of 
t list*  latter  date  with  the  head  of  the  183K 
rent  lies  Idea  many  more  minor  varieties 
niinreov.*,  to  mention.  There  arc 


America,"  and  the  dale  below.  Reverse': 
••On*’  Ceuf  In  two  lines  lu  the  centre.  \ 
surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  cereals.  The  1 
weight  Is  72  grains  In  1859  the  eagle 
was  succeeded  by  an  l  ml  Ian  (mad  with  a 
crown  <>f  feather*  f listened  by  a  band  In¬ 
scribed  ••Liberty."  Reverse;  a  laurel 
wreath  rakes  th*-  place  of  the  cereal.  In 
18«»  the  laurel  wreath  gave  place  to  the 
w  rvatlt  of  onk  having  a  shield  which  *cp- 
a rates  the  and*  at  the  top.  in  isdi  the 
nickel  cent  was  Miet’Ctiled  by  The  hronxc 
cents,  both  varieties  being  coined  Ibis ; 
year.  The  alloy  was  95  per  emit  copper  | 
and  2  1-2  per  cent  each  of  copper  and  tin.  ‘ 
and  Hie  weight  was  reduced  to  18  grains. 
There  have  tu-eii  no  further  ciiangos  to ; 
the  prcavnt.  The  nirkd  cent  of  lsar.  :*  : 
the  only  rare  date  of  the  small  cents. 

STAMP  ISMIKU  C0U5TKIKS  AM) 
THEIR  STAMPS. 

> j  nr  jonx  m.  item* run 

ir.  (UiiLi. 

tTiill,  one  of  the  South  American  Re-  | 
I  publiia*  was  subjugatwl  In  1 150  by  the  j 
Peruvian*  who  retained  posaeardon  of  It  • 
until  l.V !5.  when  they  were  driven  out  by 
the  Spaniard*  under  Almagro.  Thice 
years  inter  the  Spaniard*  were  driven  out 
by  a  general  uprising  of  the  natives.  In 
1540,  I'ixtaro  attempted  to  colonial*  the 
18:18.  the  obverse  and  roverac  like  kite  country  and  In  February,  1541  founded ' 
wnt  of  1838.  tlm  ••Silly"  head  which  ha*  a  the  city  of  Santiago.  In  attempting  to  t 
iockof  hair  on  the  forehead,  and  the  "Boo.  extend  hi*  colonic*  he  left  hi*  settlement*  ' 
»y"  he*4l.  which  ha*  an  altogether  dlffin  -  exposed  to  repeated  attack*  of  the  native*,  i 


noveral  varieties  of  the  cent  of  187W, 
mo*t  important  of  which  arc  tin-  isttt  o 


This  excerpt  from  The  Curiosity  World,  pub¬ 
lished  in  Lake  Village,  New  Hampshire,  April 
1 887,  has  as  its  feature  article  the  collecting  of 
one-cent  pieces,  noting:  “Copper  cents  are 
collected  by  more  people  than  any  other  coin, 
one  reason  being  that  a  fair  collection  can  be 
collected  together  for  a  comparatively  small 
amount  of  money,  then  there  is  but  one  year 
in  which  none  were  coined,  and  there  are  so 
many  varieties  they  make  a  very  interesting 
study,  but  it  takes  a  microscope,  backed  by  a 
good  eye,  to  discover  some  of  the  minute  variet¬ 
ies,  yet  this  makes  it  all  the  more  interesting.” 


Celebrated  AU-50  1893-S 


1893-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  gray 
toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Wisps  of  elec¬ 
tric  blue  ornament  the  obverse  rim.  Much  lus¬ 
tre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  an  issue  that  is  widely  regarded  as 
the  second  most  desirable  variety  in  the  entire 
Morgan  series  after  the  Proof-only  1 895.  When 
seen,  an  1893-S  is  apt  to  be  in  the  VF  range 
(and  is,  of  course,  eminently  desirable  as  such). 
Coins  at  the  AU  level  are  many  times  rarer. 
Often  a  year  or  two  will  elapse  between  our 
having  an  AU  coin  in  stock.  Only  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  U.S.  collecting  community  can 
realistically  aspire  to  own  a  specimen  of  com¬ 


parable  quality. .  12,500 

1893- S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  MS-60 . 980 

1 894  AU-50.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main . 630 

1894  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1894- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 775 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  VAM-1A.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  476 
1894-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Attractively  toned.. ..442 

1894-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 442 

1894-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 

1894- S  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant . 235 

1895- 0  AU-55.  Brilliant . 1,750 

1895-0  VF-30 . 165 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brill  iant  with  attractive  frosty 
lustre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than 
usually  seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issue.  If  you  have  been  searching 
for  a  particularly  choice  1895-S,  your  quest 


ends  here! .  3,206 

1 895-S  AU-55.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 

variety . 1,120 

1895-S/S  VAM-3.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant. .  850 
1895-S  EF-45  ANACS).  A  whisper  of  rainbow 

toning . 525 

1896  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  champagne 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  ol  this  issue.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1 ,695 

1896  MS-65 . 142 

1896  MS-64  (ANACS).  Attractive  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  around  periphery. . 45 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


cri'c  p 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more 
frost,  lustre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen. 
An  exceptional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  view¬ 


point . 2,240 

1896-0  AU-58 . 275 

1 896-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  at  the  centers.  Pale 

gold  enhances  the  rims . 275 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1896- S  VF-20 . 45 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1897- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 809 

1897- 0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 105 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 178 

1898  MS-64,  DMPL.  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1898- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  yellow  toning.  122 

1898-0  MS-64 . 41 

1898-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 30 

1898-0  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 26 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  223 

1898- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1899  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1899- 0  MS-64 . 41 

1899- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 28 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1900  MS-63.  Brilliant . 28 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims.  Sure  to  please!  . 1,283 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous.  Your  satisfaction  is 

guaranteed! . 1,283 

1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 446 

1900-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 


1900-S  MS-60,  prooflike.  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  195 


'ace  40 
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Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 


1901  MS-62.  B  rilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely 
well-struck.  A  prize  rarity  among  Mint  State 


Morgan  silver  dollars . 4,395 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin, 

well  struck . 2,135 

1901  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 2,135 

1901  AU-58  (ANACS) . 495 

1901  AU-55 . 372 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  Guaranteed 
to  please! . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 425 

1 90 1-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 343 

1901-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 145 

1901- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 125 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 473 

1902  MS-63  (Hallmark) . 49 

1902- 0  MS-64,  prooflike . 325 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 513 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 232 

1902-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1902- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 135 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 176 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 54 

1903  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1903- 0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 180 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 325 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1904  AU-58.  Brilliant . 45 

1904- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 27 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 
Key  date . 2,835 


1904-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 560 

1904-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 210 

1904-S  VF-35  (ANACS) . 65 

1 92 1-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  vivid  golden 
brown  peripheral  toning . 28 


Moroan  Silver  Hollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins.  Each 
coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant  or  at¬ 
tractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand-picked 
by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you  want 
the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for  the 
price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help  you 
build  an  award-winning  collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$176 

1878  7/8  TF 

243 

1878 7  TF 

108 

1878-CC 

176 

$911 

1878-S 

47 

209 

1879 

729 

1879-CC 

$2936 

4455 

1879-0 

142 

405 

1879-S 

41 

1 19 

1880 

35 

74 

1880-CC 

176 

243 

614 

1880-0 

311 

1553 

1880-S 

41 

119 

1881 

28 

776 

1881-CC 

192 

230 

405 

188 1-S 

28 

41 

119 

1882 

50 

452 

1882-CC 

88 

243 

1882-0 

31 

54 

729 

1882-S 

30 

42 

122 

1883 

123 

1883-CC 

66 

85 

213 

1883-0 

28 

41 

120 

1884 

31 

47 

216 

1884-CC 

66 

85 

213 

1884-0 

27 

116 

1885 

41 

120 

1885-CC 

230 

250 

452 

1885-0 

27 

41 

117 

1885-S 

162 

385 

1886 

27 

117 

1886-S 

250 

527 

1887 

27 

39 

117 

1887-0 

86 

304 

1887-S 

142 

459 

1888 

46 

149 

1888-0 

55 

432 

1888-S 

209 

473 

1889 

46 

324 

1889-0 

213 

587 

1889-S 

176 

317 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1890 

$149 

1890-CC 

$385 

709 

1 890-0 

62 

162 

1890-S 

124 

$790 

1891 

1 12 

635 

1891-CC 

263 

520 

2295 

1891-0 

216 

662 

189 1-S 

189 

1242 

1892 

270 

554 

1892-CC 

770 

1242 

1892-0 

209 

560 

1893 

1249 

1894 

2835 

1894-0 

2970 

1894-S 

776 

1350 

1895-S 

3206 

1896 

31 

142 

1896-S 

1418 

1897 

45 

270 

1897-S 

84 

473 

1898 

45 

178 

1898-0 

30 

41 

122 

1898-S 

223 

405 

1899 

85 

149 

506 

1899-0 

28 

126 

1899-S 

223 

419 

1900 

45 

140 

1900-0 

43 

124 

1900-O/CC 

311 

446 

1283 

1900-S 

155 

270 

1316 

1901-0 

28 

43 

176 

1901-S 

425 

675 

1902 

85 

473 

1902-0 

28 

135 

1902-S 

232 

513 

1903 

54 

176 

1903-0 

180 

193 

331 

1904 

432 

1904-0 

27 

41 

123 

1904-S 

1856 

2835 

1921  Morgan 

120 

192 1-D 

51 

270 

1 92 1-S 

115 

IVace  Dollars 

1921  Peace.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning 


ornaments  both  surfaces . 1 19 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1922  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 486 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1922-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 28 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 284 

1922-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 
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1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 20 

1923-D  MS-65  Brilliant . 1,532 

1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,532 

1923-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 223 

1 923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1923-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1 923-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1924  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 162 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 20 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 840 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 608 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 392 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 641 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 207 

1926-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 115 

1926-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 56 

1926-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1926-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 965 

1926-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 176 

1926-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty 
surfaces.  A  gem  that  is  surely  guaranteed  to 


please! . 2,666 

1927  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 90 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 635 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 223 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 168 

1927-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 133 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 133 

1927- S  MS-64 . 783 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  issue.  ...277 

1928  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,215 

1928-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 304 

1928-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 95 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,215 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 236 

1934  MS-60  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 65 

1934-D  MS-63 . 196 

1934-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 90 


A  Fine  Collection  Is 
Your  Best  Investment 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 
men  ol  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the 
Peace  dollar  series . 3,780 


1934-S  Peace  Dollar 

1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence 


on  frosty  surfaces .  2,700 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant .  1,675 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,225 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 702 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 46 


Peace  Hollars 

Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin 
is  NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or 
lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among 
the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  par¬ 
ticular  about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops 
here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$439 

1922 

$23 

39 

$149 

1922-D 

28 

49 

486 

1922-S 

284 

1923 

23 

39 

149 

1923-D 

62 

223 

1532 

1923-S 

250 

1924 

23 

162 

1924-S 

419 

1925 

149 

1925-S 

608 

1926 

31 

58 

392 

1926-D 

115 

207 

641 

1926-S 

176 

965 

1927 

250 

1927-D 

223 

635 

1927-S 

783 

1928 

277 

574 

2903 

1928-S 

304 

1215 

1934 

236 

1215 

1934-D 

196 

506 

1935 

68 

155 

702 

1935-S 

230 

373 

979 

Trades  Dollars 

1874- S  MS-63.  Large  mintmark.  A  superb  coin, 

brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces . 1,995 

1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant . 1,250 

1875- CC  AU-55 . 425 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 ,350 
1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 795 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235 


1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  rare.  Centennial  year  issue . 2,495 

1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces . 1,895 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ...650 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning.  Your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 

strike . 1,495 

1877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 


is  much  sharper  than  most . 1,495 

1877-CC  AU-58  (ANACS).  Pale  gold  toning  on 

frosty  surfaces.  Scarce  this  nice . 675 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 325 

1877-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 259 

1877- S  AU-50 . 235 

1878- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  Ex¬ 

ceptionally  nice  for  the  grade.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set.  Last  business  strike  year . 1,050 

1878-S  AU-58 . 369 

1878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235 


1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Mirror  fields  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 
highly-prized,  Proof-only  date . 2,395 
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Tragedy  on 
the  High  Seas 

Numismatic  Echoes  of  the  Ill-Fated  S.S.  Arctic 


A  Singular  Happening  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A 


Four  steamers  were  built:  the  Atlantic, 
Pacific,  Arctic,  and  Baltic.  Each  had  close  to 
3,000  tons  displacement  and  was  equipped 
with  auxiliary  sails  for  use  when  winds  per¬ 
mitted  or  in  the  unlikely  event  that  some¬ 
thing  happened  to  the  steam  engines. 

Of  particular  interest  in  the  present  ac¬ 
count  is  the  S.S.  Arctic,  the  heaviest  of  the 
four,  at  2,856  tons,  which  was  launched  on 
January  28,  1850.  By  October  25,  1850, 
she  was  fully  decorated  and  fitted,  the  cost 
by  this  time  totaling  about  $700,000.  On 
the  26th  she  headed  toward  Liverpool  on 
her  maiden  voyage,  hut  heavy  fog  set  in, 
and  she  dropped  anchor  for  the  night  at 
Staten  Island,  only  a  few  miles  from  her 
berth  of  departure,  where  she  remained 
until  the  next  morning.  After  a  pleasant  crossing  she  reached 
Liverpool  on  November  7,  a  trip  of  just  over  10  days.  This 
turned  out  to  be  about  the  norm  for  an  eastward  transit,  with 
the  westward  transit — against  headwinds — typically  taking 
about  a  day  longer. 

Amenities  for  the  comfort  of  up  to  200  first-class  passen¬ 
gers  (less  so  for  several  dozen  second-class  travelers)  were  the 
finest  that  technology  could  provide.  In  the  ship’s  pantry, 
water  was  run  through  metal  coils  immersed  in  ice-cooled 
tanks.  In  the  dining  room,  first-class  passenger  tables  each 
had  its  own  wine  rack  which  could  be  hoisted  up  and  out  of 
the  way  between  meals.  One  account  stated  that  the  inven¬ 
tory  of  wine  bottles  upon  departure  amounted  to  about  17 
per  passenger.  Staterooms  were  provided  with  bell-pulls 
which  connected  to  an  annunciator  board,  so  that  the  steward 
could  respond  immediately  to  a  passenger’s  request.  Various 
commands  for  crew  members  were  transmitted  by  an  on¬ 
board  telegraph. 

Steam  heat  from  the  low-pressure  boiler  below  decks  was 
The  Collins  Line  piped  around  the  ship  to  heat  water  in  the  kitchen  and,  in  the 

Edward  K.  Collins  was  a  winter,  to  warm  the  passenger  cabins.  Light  shafts  fitted  with 
A  man  of  many  activities  of  stained  glass  carried  natural  illumination  from  the  upper 
Wmj.  which  press  agentry  was  one  deck  to  the  two  decks  below.  Night  time  illumination  was  by 
Ik*,  of  the  most  successful.  In  oil  lamps  housed  in  protective  glass-covered  boxes  to  be 
the  1 830s  and  1 840s  in  New  accessed  only  by  the  attendants,  so  that  passengers  could  not 
York  City  he  had  a  way  of  adjust  them  incorrectly.  Fire  aboard  ship  was  perhaps  the 
convincing  people,  of  turn-  most  horrific  of  all  nautical  disasters,  and  such  safety  precau- 
ing  them  toward  his  views.  Collins  forte  was  ocean  naviga-  tions  were  wisely  taken.  Additional  oil  lamps  were  placed  in 
tion,  and  in  1837  his  Dramatic  Line  of  passenger  ships  was  the  aforementioned  light  shafts. 

founded.  Appropriately  named  for  characters  of  the  British  During  the  summer  the  Arctic  would  usually  carry  close  to 
.  theatre  and  dramatic  stage,  the  Garrick,  Siddons,zr\&  Sheridan  200  passengers,  but  in  the  winter  few  cared  to  travel,  and  it  was 
carried  travelers  under  sail  from  New  York  City  to  Liverpool  not  unusual  for  only  two  or  three  dozen  to  be  aboard.  In  1851 
and  return.  a  typical  first-class  fare  was  $  1 30  from  New  York  to  Liverpool 

But,  Collins  dreamed  of  bigger  things.  And  the  vision  and  $167  for  the  return  trip  (which  took  about  a  day  longer  and 
came  true  a  decade  later  when  the  New  York  &  Liverpool  burned  more  fuel).  Dogs  could  accompany  passengers  either 

United  Mail  Steamship  Company  was  founded,  with  back-  way  for  a  $24  surcharge.  Nearly  all  traveled  first  class,  although 

ing  including  an  annual  stipend  of  $385,000  from  Uncle  some  second-class  travelers  were  accommodated.  There  were 
Sam  as  compensation  for  carrying  the  mail  to  Liverpool  nosteeragepassengersontheCollinsLine.Thosewitheconomv 

twice  a  month  in  the  summer  and  once  a  month  in  the  in  mind  could  travel  on  any  of  the  dozens  of  sailing  vessels 

winter.  James  Brown  and  Stewart  Brown  of  the  New  York  operated  by  other  firms  that  offered  steerage  lares  and  mini¬ 

banking  firm  of  Brown  Brothers  arranged  financing.  The  mum  comforts.  The  Arctic znd  her  sister  liners  represented  the 
name  of  the  steamship  company  was  too  awkward  for  ultimate  in  ocean-going  luxury. 

anyone  to  conveniently  remember,  and  it  became  known  as  Edward  K.  Collins  and  his  hackers  claimed  that  each  voyage 
the  Collins  Line.  represented  a  loss.  A  new  subsidy  arrangement  was  made  under 
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which  Uncle  Sum’s  payment  was  upped  to  $858,000  per  year. 
Apparently,  the  agreement  was  facilitated  by  hosting  legislators  on  a 
lavish  cruise  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  on  which  the  food  was  sumptuous 
and  champagne  flowed  freely. 

New  York  to  Liverpool  in  1852 

John  S.C.  Abbott  was  a  passenger  aboard  the  Arctic  as  it  left  its 
New  York  City  dock  at  12:07  early  in  the 
afternoon  of  March  20,  1852,  on  com¬ 
mission  from  Harper's  New  Monthly  Maga¬ 
zine  to  record  his  impressions,  which  were 
duly  recorded  and  appeared  in  the  June 
number.  Harper’s  was  riding  high  in  this 
era  and  each  issue  was  a  delightful  pot¬ 
pourri  of  steel  engravings  of  interesting 
subjects,  of  fiction,  of  several  feature 
stories,  and  a  review  of  current  news. 

Not  many  people  knew  first-hand  the 
pleasures  of  luxurious  ocean  travel,  and 
the  Harper’s  article  would  fill  them  in. 

Aboard  the  Arctic  on  this  Saturday  in  1852  were  180  people 
comprising  passengers  and  the  crew.  The  day  was  very  cold,  and 
icicles  drooped  from  various  low-level  overhangs  on  the  ship,  and 
the  sea  spray  from  New  York  Harbor  (not  being  quite  so  salty  as  in 
the  ocean)  froze  on  the  decks.  Nevertheless,  the  departure  was  a 
pleasant  one.  At  3:30  “the  gong  summoned  us  to  a  sumptuous 
dinner,"  to  be  followed  at  7:00  by  another  sitting,  this  for  evening 
tea,  in  a  finely  appointed  dining  room  measuring  62  feet  long  by  30 
wide.  For  those  with  the  capacity  to  enjoy  it,  there  was  an  optional 
supper  served  at  10  p.m.  “Never  did  there  float  upon  the  ocean  a 
more  magnificent  palace  than  that  which  now  bears  us.  Our  ship  is 
285  feet  in  length,  that  is,  nearly  as  long  as  four  ordinary  country 
churches.  From  the  keel  to  the  deck  it  is  as  high  as  a  common  five- 
story  house.  Its  width  from  the  extremities  of  the  paddle  wheels  is 
72  feet.”  Each  morning  saw  breakfast  at  8:00  and  “an  abundant 
lunch  at  12:00.”  Passengers  could  literally  eat  and  drink  their  way 
across  the  ocean. 

The  public  parlor  or  saloon  (term  at  the  time  for  a  finely-appointed 
public  room)  had  walls  made  of  highly  polished  satinwood  and 
rosewood  “and  decorated  with  paintings  of  the  coats  of  arms  of  the 
various  states  of  the  Union.  Magnificent  mirrors,  stained  glass,  silver 
plate,  costly  carpets,  marble  centre  tables  and  pier  tables,  luxurious 
sofas  and  armchairs,  and  a  profusion  of  rich  gilding  give  an  air 
of  almost  Oriental  magnificence  to  a  room  100  feet  in 
length  and  25  feet  in  breadth.” 

As  the  steamship  manuevered  its  way  in  the  I 

North  Atlantic  off  the  coast  of  New  England 
and  eastern  Canada,  the  winds  were  high. 

Although  the  sky  was  cloudless,  the  Arctic 
plunged,  dipped,  and  rose  in  the  waves. 

Passengers  found  it  more  comfortable  to 
be  out  on  deck  during  the  day,  in  the  lee 
of  the  large  smokestack,  than  to  be  in  one  of 
the  public  rooms.  There  was  some  comfort  in  seeing  the  sky,  the 
endless  horizon,  and  the  empty  space.  Still,  there  was  much  seasick¬ 
ness  as  the  ship  plowed  toward  England. 

Several  days  later,  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  23,  the  ship  was 
about  a  thousand  miles  out  of  New  York,  near  Newfoundland  in 


seas  that  were  still  stormy.  About  another  2,000  miles  of  trackless 
sea  were  ahead,  traversed  at  the  rate  of  about  nine  miles  per  hour. 
Scribe  Abbott  seemed  to  make  the  best  and  worst  of  the  situation: 
“Our  ship  rises  and  plunges  over  these  vast  waves  with  much 
grandeur.  It  is  majestically  sickening,  sublimely  nauseating.”  At 
least  the  description  is  original,  an  early-day  equivalent  of  fire  and 
ice,  ol  good  news  and  bad  news. 

The  winds  and  heavy  seas  continued,  but  by  Thursday  night  John 
S.C.  Abbott  was  able  to  report  that  just  about  all  the  passengers  had 
become  accustomed  to  the  tossing  and  turning,  and  that  all  were  now 
“social  and  agreeable.”  Further,  “We  have  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants.  Our  fellow  passengers  are  very  pleasant  and 
gentlemanly.  Most  of  them  appear  to  be  clerks  or  younger  partners  in 
mercantile  houses  going  out  to  make  purchases.  There  is  an  amazing 
fondness  lor  champagne  and  tobacco.” 

Women  had  their  own  saloon  where  reading,  music,  and  other 
pleasures  were  enjoyed.  Men  were  allowed  to  visit  there  but, 
presumably,  cigars  were  left  behind.  Abbott  reported  that  the  trip 
was  one  ol  boredom,  punctuated  with  reading  and  some  writing. 
The  days  passed  slowly.  The  heavy  seas  continued,  and  on  Saturday 
night,  one  week  and  1,962  miles  out  of  New  York  City,  a  violent 
storm  was  encountered.  Standing  or  walking  was  nearly  impossible, 
and  most  passengers  became  very  sick.  On  the  next  day,  winds  went 
from  “gale”  to  “hurricane”  force.  Eating  and  drinking  became  very 
awkward,  and  often  a  cup  of  tea  intended  lor  the  lips  would  be 
splattered  all  over  one’s  coat. 

On  Wednesday  night,  March  31,  the  Arctic  arrived  at  Liverpool. 
Although  the  seas  had  calmed  in  the  coastal  reaches,  a  chilling  wind, 
wet  decks,  and  dense  mist  made  “this  last  day... one  of  the  most 
cheerless  and  disagreeable  of  our  whole  voyage.”  Finally,  after  much 
customs  rigamarole  in  which  all  bags  were  carefully  and  slowly 
examined,  the  storm-tossed  passengers  were  put  up  at  11  in  the 
evening  at  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  where  most  enjoyed  themselves 
drinking  at  fireside.  Seeking  solitude,  Abbott  retired  to  his  “comfort¬ 
able  little  chamber”  to  conclude  writing  about  his  adventure. 

It  is  uncertain  whether  this  particular  narrative  ever  induced 
anyone  to  leave  the  creature  comforts  of  New  York  City  and  head  to 
Liverpool,  but  if  they  did,  the  final  words  of  the  article  might  have 
offered  some  encouragement: 

“I  have  only  to  add,  that  //you  ever  wish  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  you 
will  find  in  the  Arctic  one  of  the  noblest  of  ships,  and  in  Capt.  Luce 
one  of  the  best  of  commanders.” 

Hopefully,  the  uncomfortable  passage  of  Abbott  and  his  fellow 
travelers  was  the  exception,  not  the  rule. 

Meanwhile  the  Arctic  criss-crossed  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  virtually  without  incident,  except  for  occa¬ 
sional  rough  weather.  However,  on  May  18, 
1854,  Captain  James  C.  Luce  ran  her  too  close 
to  Tuskar  Rock  off  the  coast  of  England  and 
had  to  return  to  Liverpool  to  have  her 
planking  repaired,  after  which  the  vessel 
was  generally  cleaned  and  refurbished. 

September  1854:  Liverpool  to  New  York 

On  September  20,  1854,  the  S.S.  Arctic  departed  Liverpool, 
headed  toward  New  York  City  with  every  passenger  stateroom  filled, 
comprising  282  voyagers  plus  a  crew  of  about  1  50.  I'his  was  a  nice 
time  of  year  to  travel,  what  with  warm  late  summer  breezes  in  the  air 
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and  the  cheeriness  that  always  accompanies  the  arrival  of  autumn. 

Captain  James  C.  Luce  was  at  the  helm,  as  always,  and  aboard 
was  his  son  William,  crippled,  who  was  1  1  years  old.  Passengers 
included  a  contingent  of  partners  from  the  Brown  Brothers  finan¬ 
cial  firm  of  New  York  City,  which  continued  to  be  involved  in  the 
backing  of  the  Collins  Line.  Edward  K.  Collins  wife  and  their  two 
children,  Mary  Ann,  age  19,  and  Henry,  age  15,  were  aboard  with 
memories  of  a  nice  time  recently  spent  on  the  European  continent. 
Most  of  the  passengers  were  Americans,  for  at  the  time  Britishers 
considered  it  to  be  more  proper  to  book  passage  on  the  competing 
Cunard  Line,  never  mind  that  the  Cunard  ships  were  somewhat 
spartan  in  their  appointments  and  amenities. 

All  seemed  to  be  well  aboard  the  Arctic,  and  no  doubt  champagne 
flowed  freely,  sumptuous  meals  were  served,  and  all  of  the  usual 
trappings  were  in  place. 

Mahlon  Day 

Not  so  well  known  to  the  general  public  as  the  Brown 
Brothers,  but  still  a  familiar  figure  to  anyone  in  the 
banking  community  was  another  passenger,  Mahlon 
Day.  Born  August  27, 1 790,  he  entered  the  printing 
business  in  1815,  by  which  time,  with  Charles 
Turner  as  a  partner,  he  began  publication  of  the 
semi-weekly  New-York  Shipping  and  Commercial 
List.  Some  information  was  carried  concerning  bank 
notes.  At  the  time  there  were  very  few  banks  in  the 
United  States.  These  financial  institutions  issued  pa¬ 
per  bills  which  traded  at  varying  rates — usually  at  a  slight 
discount  from  par  or  face  value.  The  farther  away  a  bank  was 
located  and/or  the  lower  its  financial  reputation,  the  deeper  the 
discount  would  be.  Banks  that  were  insolvent  were  said  to  be 
“broke,”  thus  the  term  broken  bank  so  well  known  to  numisma¬ 
tists  of  later  generations  who  collect  such  currency. 

In  1819  it  is  said  that  Day  published  the  first  American 
counterfeit  detector,  or  separate  guide  as  to  the  market  value  of 
various  notes  (although  listings  had  been  included  in  various  papers 
as  early  as  1805).  This  may  be  so,  but  today  collectors  have  never 
located  a  copy  with  this  early  date.  On  December  29,  1 826,  this  notice 
appeared  in  the  New-York  Advertiser:  “Published  this  day,  the  New- 
York  Bank  Note  List  and  Counterfeit  Detecter,  showing  the  value  of 
bank  notes  in  New  York  and  a  complete  list  of  counterfeit  bills  in 
circulation  throughout  the  United  States.  For  sale  at  the  bookstore  of 
Mahlon  Day,  376  Pearl  Street.”  “Detecter”  spelling  would  be  used  by 
Day  for  a  long  time  thereafter. 

As  the  years  went  on,  Mahlon  Day  would  publish  many  editions 
of  his  counterfeit  detectors  under  several  different  titles,  the 
precedessor  of  such  guides  of  later  years  as  those  published  by 
Bicknell,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Sylvester,  Gwynne  &  Day,  Heath, 
Underwood,  et  al.  Aboard  the  Arctic  m  September  1854,  Day  was 
probably  enjoying  himself  on  a  pleasure  cruise,  in  company  of  his 
wife  and  daughter,  for  his  glory  years  of  publishing  and  bookselling 
had  passed  some  years  hence. 

Jacob  Giles  Morris 

On  May  9,  1843,  Matthew  A.  Stickney,  of  Salem,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  was  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  recently  secured  a  copy  of  the 
1  842  book,  A  Manual  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  All  Nations.  The 
authors  were  Jacob  Reese  Eckfeldt  and  William  E.  DuBois,  both  of 


the  Philadelphia  Mint,  who,  among  other  things,  tended  to  the 
Mint  Cabinet.  I  his  display  had  been  started  in  June  1838  and  had 
been  added  to  since  that  time.  In  1843  coin  collecting  in  America 
was  in  its  infancy.  1  here  were  no  books  or  guides  listing  what  coins 
had  been  minted,  which  were  common,  which  were  rare,  etc.  Not 
until  the  late  1850s  would  clubs  be  organized  and  popular  guides 
published,  and  even  then  the  interest  would  be  limited  to  a  small 
circle  of  enthusiasts. 

Stickney  was  a  true  pioneer  in  the  hobby.  He  had  been  at  the 
collecting  game  lor  a  long  time.  In  1867  he  placed  the  date  of  his 
beginning  interest  at  about  1817,  as  per  this  recollection: 

I  have  been  lor  nearly  50  years  a  systematic  collector  of  coins; 
and  for  a  very  long  period  almost  without  a  competitor,  and  very 
many  of  the  rare  coins  which  now  enrich  other  cabinets  were,  by 
great  solicitation,  obtained  from  me.  My  facilities  for  collecting 
coins  were  remarkably  good;  through  the  friendship  of  Beebee  & 
Parshalfs  Bullion  Exchange  2-1/2  Wall  St.  N.Y.  I  received  from 
them  quarterly  from  1 843,  rare  coins  I  was  in  search  of,  at  par, 
and  under  all  the  changes  of  the  firm  they  continued  to 
favor  me  till  1854,  when  in  consequence  ol  ill  health,  I 
gave  up  my  business  and  ceased  to  make  active  efforts 
for  additions  to  my  cabinet,  only  obtaining  the  regular 
series  of  Proof  coins  from  the  Mint,  which  1  have 
received  from  them  for  25  years.” 

In  1843  Stickney  was  in  Philadelphia  with  one 
main  purpose:  to  acquire  a  coin  that  he  did  not 
know  existed  until  he  had  seen  one  pictured  in 
an  engraving  in  the  1 842  Eckfeldt  and  DuBois 
book.  This  object  of  desire  was  an  1804 
silver  dollar.  Visiting  the  book’s  authors, 
Eckleldt  and  DuBois,  Stickney  proffered  a 
rarity  of  his  own,  a  1785  Immune  Columbia 
“cent”  struck  over  a  British  gold  guinea. 
Eckfeldt  and  DuBois  acknowledged  that  the 
1 804  dollar  did,  in  fact  exist,  was  indeed  rare,  but 
not  so  rare  that  they  could  not  provide  a  duplicate. 
From  the  Mint’s  vault  came  another  1804  silver  dollar,  and  this 
specimen  was  swapped  to  Stickney,  becoming  the  first  1  804  dollar 
ever  to  be  in  a  private  collection.  (Years  later  it  would  go  into  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection.)  Decades  later  the  1  804  would 
acquire  a  great  mantle  of  fame  and  in  time  would  be  called  “  1  he 
King  of  United  States  Coins.” 

In  1  843  the  center  of  the  numismatic  community — as  small  as 
it  was — comprised  Philadelphia  and  environs.  While  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  acquire  the  1804  silver  dollar,  Stickney  paid  a  visit  to  a 
collecting  comrade,  Jacob  Giles  Morris.  Apparently,  Morris  pre¬ 
ferred  collecting  by  design  types,  rather  than  date  sequence,  for  he 
soon  wrote  to  Stickney: 

“I  have  never  cared  for  making  a  collection  ol  American  coins  of 
each  year’s  coinage;  it  is  only  where  the  style  has  been  altered  or  where 
there  is  any  peculiarity  in  the  coin,  differing  from  those  in  general 
circulation,  that  I  have  cared  lor  them;  nor  do  I  see  the  utility  ol  it  to 
a  collector." 

What  Morris  was  doing  in  Europe  in  the  summer  ol  1  854  is  not 
known  to  the  present  writer.  However,  in  mid-September  1854  he 
was  aboard  the  S.S.  Arctic  on  his  way  back  home  to  the  United  States. 
Perhaps  he  had  a  few  numismatic  rarities  in  his  trunk  or  stored  with 
the  ship’s  purser. 
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Charles  1.  Bushnell  ol  the  crew  and  passengers  of  the  Vesta  would  be  safe  aboard  the 

In  September  1854  Charles  Bushnell  was  not  aboard  the  Arctic.  Arctic,  none  the  worse  for  the  experience,  while  the  Vesta  sunk  to  a 

Where  was  he?  History  offers  no  clue,  except  via  Sylvester  S.  watery  grave.  Such  was  the  intended  scenario  as  the  Arctic  took  a 

Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America  book  (published  in  1875)  which  couple  of  lazy  circle  turns  in  the  area. 

indicates  that  during  the  mid- 1850s  Bushnell  was  corresponding  However,  the  concern  of  Captain  Luce  for  those  aboard  the  Vesta 
with  various  historians  and  others  to  seek  information  about  the  soon  changed  to  a  lear  for  his  own  safety,  when  it  was  reported  from 


original  mints  and  minters  of  state  copper  coins  and 
tokens.  Perhaps  Bushnell  was  curled  up  in  front  of 
a  coal  grate  in  a  cozy  room  in  New  York  City 
looking  over  a  tray  of  New  Jersey  coppers.  He 
had  no  way  ol  knowing  that  a  lew  years  hence, 
later  in  the  decade,  he  would  become  an  uncle  to 
two  Philadelphia  lads,  S.  Hudson  Chapman  and 
Henry  Chapman,  who,  in  time,  would  become 
rare  coin  dealers.  But,  that  is  another  story. 

Born  on  J uly  28,  1 826,  Bushnell  became  an  attor¬ 
ney  and  practiced  in  New  York.  He  was  a  numismatist  early 
on,  and  by  the  1850s  was  particularly  interested  in  colonial 
coins,  merchants’  tokens,  state  copper  coins  of  the  18th  century 
as  well  as  political  and  merchants’  tokens  of  more  recent  times. 
Bushnell  collected  in  other  areas  as  well,  and  his  cabinet  was 
generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  in  America. 

In  1854,  seeking  to  add  to  his  already  awesome  collection  of 
American  colonial  coins,  he  acquired  via  correspondence  from  En¬ 
gland  a  rare  1733  Rosa  Americana  pattern  twopence,  this  being  one 
of  just  four  believed  to  exist.  For  this  the  princely  sum  of  £7,  or  $35 
was  paid.  Few  American-related  coins  had  ever  sold  for  such  a  sum  at 
the  time. 

The  precious  little  pattern  Rosa  Americana  twopence  was  stowed 
on  the  S.S.  Arctic  in  September  1854,  presumably  safely  wrapped  and 
secured,  on  its  way  to  New  York  and  the  Bushnell  cabinet. 

Aboard  the  Arctic 

In  the  early  afternoon  of  September  27,  1854,  the  Arctic  was  in  the 
North  Atlantic  about  40  miles  off  the  coast  of  Cape  Race,  Newfound¬ 
land,  a  week  out  of  Liverpool  and  only  three  days  from  New  York 
City.  It  was  a  foggy  day,  but  as  land  was  distant  and  the  course  was  a 
familiar  one,  there  was  no  reason  not  to  stoke  coal  in  the  furnaces  at 
the  usual  rate  and  to  proceed  full  speed  ahead. 

Suddenly,  there  was  a  commotion.  Out  of  the  fog  appeared  a  small 
steamship.  So  quickly  did  it  emerge  that  a  collision  seemed  inevitable. 
The  surprise  ship,  later  identified  as  the  200-ton  French  ship  Vesta, 
small  bark-rigged  propeller-type  steamer, 
was  carrying  197  French  fishermen 
aboard  from  nearby  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
two  tiny  islands  flying  the  French  flag, 
but  tucked  close  to  the  shore  of  British-  ; 

owned  Newfoundland. 

Impact!  The  two  ships  met  virtu-  -  ■- 
ally  head  on.  The  little  Vesta  sus¬ 
tained  what  seemed  to  be  severe  dam¬ 
age.  Her  bowsprit  was  torn  away  as 
was  much  of  her  bow.  The  huge 
Arctic,  which  weighed  over  1 0  times 
as  much,  had  little  damage.  Captain 
James  C.  Luce  was  determined  to  help 

the  Vesta  and  launched  a  lifeboat  toward  her.  Meanwhile,  the  Vesta 
put  out  a  small  boat  of  its  own  with  12  aboard.  In  a  short  time  all 


below  deck  that  a  hole  had  been  ripped  into  the  side  of  the  Arctic 
about  60  feet  behind  her  bow.  Water  was  cascading  through  the 
opening  at  an  alarming  rate,  and  efforts  to  stanch  the  flow 
were  rendered  useless.  Jagged,  irregular  pieces  of  iron  from 
the  bow  of  the  Vesta  were  jammed  in  the  hole  and  prevented 
the  gaping  aperture  from  being  covered  on  the  outside  with 
a  piece  of  canvas  sail  or  from  being  sealed  on  the  inside. 
Apparently,  Captain  Luce  panicked.  He  aban¬ 
doned  all  thoughts  of  helping  the  Vesta,  and 
headed  the  Arctic  toward  the  coast  of  New¬ 
foundland,  running  over  and  smashing  the 
Vesta ’s lifeboat  and  killing  all  but  one  fisherman 
aboard  it. 

The  below-decks  deluge  continued.  Within 
30  minutes  the  furnaces  and  boilers  were  flooded 
by  the  sea,  and  the  Arctic  stopped  in  its  tracks. 

Fifteen  minutes  later,  and  the  lower  cabins  were  awash. 
The  captain  and  crew  abandoned  what  little  sense  of  duty  they  had 
retained  to  this  point,  and  many  of  them  were  among  the  first  to 
climb  aboard  the  lifeboats,  which  were  launched  in  a  frenzy  and 
without  following  proper  procedures.  At  about  4:45  p.m.,  the 
stern  of  the  Arctic  dipped  below  the  waves,  her  bow  was  lifted  into 
the  air,  and  she  sunk  stern-first  into  the  briny  deep,  with  the  cries 
and  moans  ol  passengers  mixing  with  air  being  forced  from  various 
cabins  and  compartments. 

When  the  final  toll  was  counted,  of  the  Arctic  s  crew  of  about  1 50, 
six  officers  (including,  not  surprisingly,  the  captain)  and  55  other  men 
survived,  while  of  the  283  passengers,  only  23  lived.  “The  loss  of  the 
Arctic  was  a  disgrace  as  well  as  a  tragedy,’  naval  historian  Cedrid 
Ridgely-Nevitt  would  write  years  later. 

Meanwhile,  Captain  Alphonse  Duchesne  of  the  Vesta  acted  very 
responsibly.  He  cut  away  the  remaining  foremast,  jettisoned  heavy 
items,  and  rearranged  the  weight  distribution  so  that  the  bow  of  his 
ship  rode  high  in  the  water  so  as  to  prevent  water  from  entering  the 
breach.  On  September  30  the  Vesta,  having  crept  along,  arrived  safely 
at  the  port  of  St.  John’s  in  Newfoundland. 

One  passenger  Irom  the  Arctic,  a  Mr.  Fleury,  a  businessman  Irom 
New  Orleans,  was  believed  to  have  been  lost.  His  wife  and  family 

mourned  his  passing,  and  in  due  course  his 
young  widow  married  the  chief 
clerk  of  his  company  and  had 
three  children  by  him.  How¬ 
ever,  it  developed  that  Fleury 
had  been  cast  away  on  a  re¬ 
mote  island  apart  from  other 
survivors  of  the  Arctic,  and 
after  many  hardships,  includ¬ 
ing  being  wrecked  aboard  a 
whaler  that  picked  him  up, 
reached  New  York  City  six  years 
later,  only  to  discover  what  had  happened  and  to  try  to  make  a  new 
life  for  himself. 
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Numismatic  Requiem 

Today  the  S.S.  Arctic  is  a  footnote  in  American  numismatics,  and 
only  scattered  references  can  be  found  to  it. 

In  1 859,  writing  in  his  master  work,  The  American  Numismatical 
Manual,  Dr.  Montroville  W.  Dickeson  noted  that  among  colonial 
coins  there  were  just  three  specimens  known  of  the  1733  Rosa 
Americana  pattern  [twopence].  “The  fourth  was  purchased  in  En¬ 
gland  for  the  sum  of  £7,  or  $35,  lor  Charles  Bushnell,  Esq.,  of  New 
York  City,  unfortunately  placed  on  board  the  steamer  Arctic,  to  be 
transmitted  to  him,  on  her  last  and  fatal  voyage,  and  its  pigmy 
proportions  are  now  added  to  the  vast  accumulations  that  lie  imbed¬ 
ded  in  the  sands  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  ” 

Of  New  York  City  publisher  Mahlon  Day,  a  century  later  his 
counterfeit  detecters  would  become  highly  collectible  and  would  be 
found  by  numismatists  to  be  quite  rare,  far  more  so  that  those  of 
certain  of  his  contemporaries.  Today,  a  tattered  copy  of  Day’s  New 
York  Bank  Note  List  and  Counterfeit  Detecterwould,  indeed,  be  a  prize 
item  to  own. 

Not  a  great  deal  has  been  recorded  in  later  numismatic  literature 


about  Jacob  Giles  Morris,  the  Philadelphia  collector  who  was  paid  a 
visit  by  Matthew  A.  Stickney  in  1843  and  who  went  down  with  the 
Arctic  in  1854.  His  collection  passed  to  his  family.  In  the  late 
nineteenth  centuiy  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  was  seeking  to  fill 
in  gaps  in  its  collection  of  United  States  coins,  and  Morris  family 
generously  donated  a  number  of  rarities.  On  September  18,  1901,  at 
the  Collectors’ Club  in  New  York  City,  Lyman  H.  Low  conducted  an 
auction,  the  title  page  of  the  offering  being:  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins,  Fractional  Currency,  Foreign  Dollars,  and  Various  Gold  Coins, 
Collected  by  the  Late  Jacob  Giles  Morris,  Deceased  Nearly  Fifty  Years, 
now  the  property  of  Mrs.  William  Miller  of  Media,  Pa....  Lyman  Low 
either  did  not  know  or  chose  not  to  say  how  Morris  died. 

Credits:  Among  over  20  works  consulted,  prime  sources  for  this 
article  include:  Montroville  W.  Dickeson,  American  Numismatical 
Manual,  1859,  pp.  76-78;  Cedric  Ridgely-Nevitt,  American  Steam¬ 
ships  on  the  Atlantic,  1981;  John  S.C.  Abbott,  “Ocean  Life,”  Harper’s 
New  Monthly  Magazine,  June  1862;  Edward  Rowe  Snow,  Disaster  at 
Sea,  1991  anthology;  various  1 9th-century  accounts. 


The  1915  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exhibition  is  the  best  numismatically  re¬ 
membered  of  all  World’s  Fairs,  what  with 
the  issuance  of  five  different  commemora¬ 
tive  coins  including  two  versions  of  the  $50 
gold  coin  (the  octagonal  variety  of  which  is 
shown  here).  Visitors  to  the  Exposition  were 
apt  to  stop  at  Farran  Zerbe’s  Money  of  the 
World  concession  where  they  could  view  a 
beautiful  numismatic  display  and  at  the 
same  time  buy  commemorative  coins,  as 
Zerbe  was  in  charge  of  their  distribution. 

Less  well  known  are  the  exploits  of  Art 
Smith,  who  called  himself  the  “wizard  of  the 
air,”  and  specialized  in  doing  “loop-the- 
loops”  in  his  airplane.  Show  here  is  a  picture 
of  Smith  in  action  in  his  biplane  at  night 
over  the  Exposition  itself,  and  a  picture  of 
Smith  in  safer  circumstances  on  the  ground. 
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$1  (.old  Pieces 


Superb  Gem  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1849  Small  Head,  L  on  Truncation.  MS-65 
(NGC).  Light  green-gold.  Meticulously  detailed 

and  superb  in  every  regard . 6,795 

1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade . 625 

1852  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1853  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 355 

1856  Slanting  5  in  date.  MS-60  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 345 

1856  Slanting  5  in  date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  265 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of 
this  1 859-S  gold  dollar,  which  at  this  grade  level 

is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  rare  in  Mint 

State . 1,150 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  595 

1887  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  495 

Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Not  often 

seen  so  nice . 1 ,750 

1856-S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level.  One  of  the  finest  we  have 
handled . 1 ,895 

Small-denomination  gold  coins  of  San  Francisco  dated 
in  the  1850s  and  early  1860s  are  exceedingly  rare  today  in 
grades  of  AU  or  finer.  These  pieces  were  extensively  used  in 
commerce  in  an  era  in  which  small  change  was  scarce.  Un¬ 
like  larger  denominations  (particularly  the  $20)  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  a  notable  part  of  bulk  hoards  shipped  to 
foreign  locations  or  lost  at  sea.  The  typical  San  Francisco 
Mint  quarter  eagle  of  this  era  is  apt  to  grade  VF  or,  occasion¬ 
ally,  F.F. 


1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle 
at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector. . 1,850 

1861  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Nice 
eye  appeal . 295 


Rare  1862/1  Overdate 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  issue.  A  find 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist .  2,450 

This  variety  was  discovered  years  ago  by  Omaha  dealer 
Aubrey  Bebee.  Since  that  time  others  have  come  to  light,  but 
today  the  issue  still  remains  quite  elusive. 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  of 
this  era,  most  specimens  of  1 869-S  are  apt  to  be  seen  in  grades 
such  as  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1876- S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  some  hints 

of  pink  iridescence.  Popular  centennial  year  is¬ 
sue . 595 

1877- S  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 269 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. ...  995 

1 889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1,150 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 

type  set . 1 ,395 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 


1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1840,  this  motif  became  the  longest  used,  without  a  ma¬ 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 

1908  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 209 

1908  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 


Gem  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  example  of  this  early 


Indian  quarter  eagle . 4,495 

1909  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 219 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Warm  saffron  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  on  lustrous  surfaces . 385 

1910  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1911  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 219 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful  brilliant  gem 
specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  most  de¬ 
sired  and  rarest  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle 
series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as 
some  of  this  issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It 
is  not  often  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 
level . 10,950 


Important  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 

Boldly  defined  mintmark . 2,650 

191 1-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1912  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 299 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Pleasing  orange  gold  with 

blushes  of  lilac . 419 


1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
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most  features  showing  bold  detail  definition. 


Nice  in  every  way. . 1 ,295 

1914  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 365 

1914-D  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 279 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1915  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1925-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 

1925-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1926  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 205 

AG  1 928  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 365 


S3  (.old 

1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Second  year  of  the 
denomination  and,  in  this  grade,  considerably 

scarcer  than  the  first  (1854) . 1,150 

1862  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  appearance 
of  the  lustre  is  somewhat  subdued  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  die  finish  lines  on  both  surfaces.  1,750 
1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  . 1,895 


ful.  A  splendid  and  exceptionally  nice  specimen 

of  the  Classic  Head  design . 4,195 

1838  AU-53  (PCGS).  B  rilliant  surfaces  with  most 
of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  A 
handsome  example  coined  during  the  final  year 
of  the  Classic  Head  design  type . 925 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,450 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which 
when  seen  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower 
grade .  1,995 


plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 

1891- CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1 ,095 

1893  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1893- CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1.505 

Final  issue  of  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Just  60,000  speci¬ 
mens  were  struck. 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and 
somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,495 

1898  AU-50 . 195 

1900  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


Gem  Proof  1888  $3 


1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  beautiful  gem 
Proof  example  of  the  next  to  last  year  of  the 
denomination.  One  of  the  very  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Frosty  cameo  devices  against  deep  mirror 
surfaces . 26,500 

Half  Eaifles 

Attractive  1810  $5 


1810  Breen  1-A.  Large  Date,  Large  5D.  AU-58 

(NGC).  A  delightful  example  of  this  early  half 


eagle  for  your  type  set . 3,850 

1834  Plain  4.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 925 

1836  Breen-6509  AU-50 . 850 


Sharp  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  beauti- 


Memorable  1851-0  $5 


1851-0  AU-50  (NGC).  A  memorable  high-qual¬ 
ity  example  of  this  scarce  issue.  A  rarity  at  the 
AU  level.  When  these  pieces  were  issued,  all 
were  put  into  the  channels  of  commerce,  and 
little  thought  was  given  to  saving  them  for  nu¬ 
mismatic  purposes . 4,350 

Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 
Choice  MS-63 


1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 


sive  at  this  high  grade  level . 6,950 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 

protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1880- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 195 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 


ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1905  AU-50 . 195 

1907-D  AU-55 . 185 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..2,150 

The  $5  gold  half  eagle  was  the  only  Liberty  Head  gold 
coin  to  be  made  in  1908  the  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle, 
eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  discontinued  in  1907. 

1908  Indian.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 275 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty,  and  very 
choice  example  of  this  issue.  A  beauty!  ..2,295 

Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


1909-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The 
key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  series. 
Notable  as  the  last  gold  coinage  variety  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Only  34,200  ex¬ 
amples  were  struck,  by  far  the  lowest  produc¬ 


tion  figure  of  the  design  type . 3,895 

1910  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 
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1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine .  2,195 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1914- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive. 

Notable  as  the  final  Indian  Head  half  eagle  is¬ 
sue  struck  at  the  Denver  Mint . 750 

1915- S  AU-58  (NGC) . 850 

1916- S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 375 

$10  Gold  Eagles 

1842- 0  EF-45 . 995 

1843- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Olive-gold  toning.495 
1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 

remains . 1,495 


Memorable  Quality  1858-S  $10 


1858-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Exceedingly  rare  at  the 
AU  grade  level.  When  seen,  the  1858-S  is  apt 
to  be  VF  or  EF.  Such  pieces  were  extensively 
used  in  commerce,  and  lew  high-grade  examples 
survived.  A  find  for  the  eagle  specialist!  6,950 


1871-CC  VP-30.  This  is  one  of  the  classic  rarities 
in  the  $10  gold  series,  indeed  in  the  entire  field 


of  American  gold.  Just  8,085  were  struck  and 

most  went  into  circulation . 2,395 

It  has  been  our  experience  that  Carson  City  gold  coins 
of  1870,  1871,  and  1872  are  significantly  scarcer  than  even 
their  low  mintages  suggest.  This  comment  applies  to  each  of 
the  three  series  including  $5,  $10,  and  $20.  Most  Carson 
City  gold  coins  that  have  come  to  light  in  overseas  bank  hoards 
have  been  dated  later,  from  the  mid-1 870s  through  1 893. 


1881- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1,495 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 
Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 


“A  quarter  million 
in  double  eagles,  ” 


states  the  original  caption  to  this  exciting 
group  of  $20  pieces.  We  can’t  quite  read 
the  dates  on  the  Liberty  Head  $20,  but 
suspect  that  the  view  was  snapped  early  in 
the  20th  century — sometime  around  1 90 1 
or  later  when  the  Third  Philadelphia  Mint 
was  in  use.  The  picture  shows  what  seem  to 
be  thousands  of  freshly-minted  $20  pieces 
arranged  in  piles  to  the  rear — each  pile 
seemed  to  have  10  coins  in  it — plus  many 
loose  pieces  waiting  to  be  stacked,  plus 
cloth  bags  filled  with  such  coins  (visible 
behind  the  right  elbow  of  the  gentleman 
supervising  the  process).  What  a  golden 
treasure!  (Photograph  courtesy  of  David 
Sundman) 
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1891-CC  AU-50  (NGC) . 495 

1 893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  issue  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint . 895 

The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coining  in  1893,  after 
which  it  functioned  as  an  assay  office  and  bullion  deposi¬ 
tory.  Around  the  year  1900  the  remaining  materials — left 
over  reverse  dies  and  the  like — were  shipped  to  Philadelphia. 
Some  silver  dollars  remained  in  storage  at  Carson  City  for  a 
decade  or  so,  then  were  sent  to  the  Treasury  Building  in 


Washington  for  storage. 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 

1901-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  beautiful,  lustrous  gem 


specimen . 3,895 

1903-0  AU-5  5 . 419 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

Struck  during  the  earthquake  year. 

1907  Liberty.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  de¬ 
sign  type .  375 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  key  date 
among  the  Indian  Eagle  series.  Attractive  light 
orange  gold.  Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue 


are  quite  underrated . 7,495 

1908  Indian.  With  Motto.  MS-63 . 1,595 


President  Theodore  Roosevelt  personally  objected  to 
the  mention  of  God  on  coinage,  considering  it  to  be  a  sac¬ 
rilege.  Thus,  when  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  created  the  new 
$10  design  in  1907,  there  was  no  such  reference.  Congress 
intervened,  and  partway  through  1908  the  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST,  which  had  been  used  on  gold  coins  since  1866, 
was  restored,  to  remain  a  part  of  the  design  from  that  point 
forward. 

1910-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Nice 

and  flashy. . 565 

1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

Quite  scarce  this  nice . 579 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

Elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Probably  95%  of  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  1912-S  are  less  than  Mint  State. 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 
the  early  ( 1 907-1 9 1 6)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,650 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  denomination . 1,095 


$211  Gold 
Double  ldU>l(‘N 


1858  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,250 

1858-S  EF-40 . 675 

1861  EF-45 . 615 

1865-S  EF-45 . 725 

1 87 1-S  AU-50 . 675 

1873- CC  EF-40 . 1,695 

1874- CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 995 

1874- S  AU-5 5 . 675 

1875- S  AU-50 . 595 

1876  AU-50 . 595 

1876- S  AU-50 . 595 

1877  AU-5  5 . 595 

1877- S  AU-5 5 . 625 

188 1- S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  595 

1882- CC  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  prooflike . 995 

1888  AU-50 . 575 

1888-S  AU-55 . 585 


Elusive  1891-CC  $20 


1891-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  One  of  the  more  elu¬ 
sive  issues  in  the  series.  Seldom  do  we  have  one 


for  sale  in  this  high  grade . 4,850 

1892- S  AU-50 . 575 

1893  AU-58 . 595 

1893- S  AU-58 . 595 

1894- S  AU-50 . 625 

1896  AU-50 . 565 

1899-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 


1905  $20  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  ot  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade 
of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  ol 


just  59,01 1  pieces . 5,495 

1906-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 


1907-D  Liberty.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces. 
Quite  prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  a  Den¬ 
ver  Mint  issue . 575 


Desirable  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  Saint  Gaudens.  High  Relief. 
MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  toning  on  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  A  handsome  example  of  what  many 
numismatists  consider  to  be  the  most  beautiful 
circulating  coin  ever  issued  by  the  United  States 
Mint.  The  designs  were  created  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens  who  was  personally  commis¬ 
sioned  by  Theodore  Roosevelt . 9,350 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 1,550 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 895 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..850 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 675 

1908-D  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,195 

1909/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 

Notable  Mint  State  1909  $20 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find 
in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as 
such.  Lustrous  and  very  beautiful . 3,450 


Choice  Uncirculated  1909-D  $20 


1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  choice  and 
lustrous  specimen.  Quite  hard  to  find  at  this 
grade  level . 3,295 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 1  5 


Page  SI 


1910  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1910- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,695 

191  l-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

191 1- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 1,295 

191  l-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,825 

1913  AU-58.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  this 

era .  650 

1913  AU-58  (PCGS) . 650 

1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1914- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1915- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,950 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 


1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all 
grades,  particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  of¬ 
fered.  This  coin  is  an  ideal  buy  for  rhe  connois¬ 
seur.  Not  often  to  we  have  such  a  beauty  to  of¬ 


fer! . 4,850 

1923  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 650 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 895 

1924  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 625 


Key  1924-S  Double  Eagle 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  On  any  list  the 


Gold  Coins 

from  Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  We 
'  would  be  delighted  to  help  you  with  your 
1  type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check 
this  listing  which  includes  our  latest  acqui- 
;  sitions.  If  you  don’t  see  it,  then  give  Gail 
Watson  your  “want  list.’  We  ll  keep  you 
I  posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


1 924-S  is  one  ol  the  key  issues  in  an  era  in  which 
most  mintmarked  double  eagles  are  rarities. 
This  coin  is  lustrous  and  frosty  and  is  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  ever  offered  in  these  pages. 
If  you  are  searching  lor  quality  and  rarity  com¬ 


bined,  this  coin  is  for  you!  . 4,950 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


Memorable  1925-D  $20  Rarity 


1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  and 
very  beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  of  which 
probably  no  more  than  a  couple  of  hundred  or 
so  exist,  most  of  which  do  not  measure  up  to 


the  quality  of  this  beauty.  . 6,850 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


Important  1926-S  $20 


I926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  The  importance 
ol  the  1926-S  $20  does  not  need  to  be  reiter¬ 
ated,  but  we  will  do  it  anyway.  Here  is  one  of 
the  most  elusive  of  all  Saint-Gaudens  $20  is¬ 
sues,  a  variety  of  which,  perhaps,  only  a  couple 
hundred  are  known  to  exist  across  the  various 
grade  levels.  Another  real  “find”  for  the  con¬ 


noisseur . 3,095 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1927  MS-62.  Brilliant . 635 

1928  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


A  Reader's  Review  of  the  “Cent  Book” 

Seven  Copies-Wow! 


Reader  C.H.  received  his  copy  of  Dave 
Bowers’  brand  new  book,  A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cents,  and  recently  wrote  a  two-page  letter 
about  how  much  he  enjoyed  it,  adding  with 
this  very  nice  little  postscript:  “I  have  or¬ 
dered  seven  copies  for  friends  so  far!’’ 

This  prompts  us  to  remind  you  to  get 
this  book  if  you  haven’t  already  done  so. 
The  price  is  just  $45.00,  the  stock  number 
is  BBM-31 1,  and  a  quick  call  to  Mary  or 
Donna  of  our  Publications  Department, 
with  your  credit  card  in  hand,  will  get  it  on 
its  way  to  you.  Remember,  as  one  of  our 
clients  and  a  reader  of  this  publication  you 
can  take  a  special  10%  discount,  making 
your  cost  just  $40.50,  plus  $3.50  postage. 

While  we  don’t  necessarily  expect  that 
you’ll  be  ordering  seven  copies  for  your 
friends  once  you  get  your  first  copy,  you 
will  like  our  guarantee:  After  receiving  your 
copy  you  have  30  days  to  read  it,  enjoy  it, 
and  contemplate  its  interest  and  value  to 
you.  If  it  is  not  everything  that  we  have  said 
or  everything  you  have  expected,  send  it 
back  and  an  instant  refund  awaits  you.  A 
guarantee  cannot  be  any  stronger  than 
that.  And,  of  course,  if  you  do  want  seven 
more  copies,  that’s  fine  with  us! 


No  sooner  was  Dave  Bowers’  new 
book,  An  Enthusiast's  and  Buyer’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cents,  published,  than  a  truly  impor¬ 
tant  new  discovery  was  made. 

Be  sure  to  see  page  1 1  for  Mark 
Borckardt’s  review  of  this  new  dis¬ 
covery  made  recently  by  Richard 
Snow. 
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This  &  That 

News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


NOT  SO  FAST!:  Caption  to  photograph  in  USA  Today , 
Wednesday,  November  6,  the  day  after  the  election:  “In  New 
Hampshire:  Democrat  DickSwett,  hugging  his  wife,  Katrina, 
Tuesday,  defeated  Republican  incumbent  Sen.  Bob  Smith.” 
OK,  except  for  one  thing:  Bob  won  the  election  !  Early  returns 
had  Swett  in  the  lead,  but  the  edge  soon  evaporated.  Senator 
Bob,  by  the  way,  has  been  a  fine  friend  for  many  years  and,  in 
fact,  we  helped  him  set  up  in  his  first  campaign  office  right 
next  to  our  office.  Speaking  of 
elections,  now  that  Bill  Clinton 
is  irj  the  White  House  for  an¬ 
other  four  years,  perhaps  he 
will  find  some  time  to  person¬ 
ally  visit  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
or  one  of  the  branches,  see 
what  is  going  on,  and  learn 
about  coinage.  In  a  visit  to  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  1992, 
your  editor  learned  that  those 
in  charge  could  not  recall  any 
seated  president  ever  visiting 
the  Mint  (although  a  couple 
have  been  nearby  in  Indepen¬ 
dence  Square).  As  millions  collect  coins  in  the  United  States, 
perhaps — if  for  no  other  reason  than  politics — some  present 
or  future  president  will  take  the  time  to  find  out  what  our 
hobby  is  all  about. 

5jfc  S$i  $$» 

YOUR  EDITOR  recently  received  a  form  letter  from  the 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  located  in  the  Channel 
Islands  off  the  coast  of  England.  It  began:  “If  you’re  living 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  length  of  a  contract  or 
even  the  rest  of  your  life.  ”  Actually,  your  editor  has  been  living 
outside  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  all  of  his  life  (although  we 
have  paid  our  share  of  hotel  bills  in  London  and  elsewhere  in 
the  British  Isles). 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

Jcpt  *+* 

LORETTA  LYNN  said  it:  “You  either  have  to  be  first, 
best,  or  different.”  (Bits  and  Pieces) 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

4* 

LOST  NOW  FOUND:  Actually  we  suppose  it  wasn't 
lost,  but  a  recent  news  item  mentioned  that  Louisa  May 
Alcott’s  earliest  surviving  literary  manuscript  was  “discov¬ 
ered”  among  papers  of  hers  at  the  Houghton  Library  at 


Harvard.  Using  the  pen  name  Tribulation  Peri¬ 
winkle  (sort  of  catchy  don  t  you  think?),  she 
wrote  a  fictional  account  in  1 863  that  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  The  Commonwealth  {(torn  “MHS  Mis¬ 
cellany,”  newsletter  of  The  Massachusetts  His¬ 
torical  Society). 

&  #  #  % 

1913  LIBERTY  HEAD  NICKELS  make 
news,  as  one  did  when  $  1 ,485,000  was  paid  by 
Jay  Parrino  for  the  fabulous  Eliasbcrg  Collec¬ 
tion  specimen — the  finest  known  to  us — at  our 
auction  last  May.  More  recently  came  the  news 
that  another  1913  nickel  that  passed  through 
our  hands — this  one  in  1975  and  later  belong¬ 
ing  to  Jerry  Buss  and  Reed  Hawn — made 
news  recently  when  comedian  Bill  Cosby  ca¬ 
vorted  with  it  and  an  enlarged  picture  for  the 
camera,  flanked  by  publicist  Donn  Pearlman  and  nickel 
owner,  Greg  Roberts. 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

NOW,  WHAT  DO  WE  DO  WITH  IT?  :  A  recent  article  in 
the  International  Herald  Tribune  noted  that  a  team  at  Cray 
Research  in  Minnesota  has  discovered  the  largest  known  prime 
number — that  being  a  number  that  can  be  divisible  only  by  the 
number  1  and  itself.  The  number,  not  printed  as  it  would  require 

12  newspaper  pages  to  do  so, 
extends  out  to  378,682  digits. 

ONE  LITTLE  KID  asks 
another:  “What  does  the  word 
‘ubiquitous’  mean?  I  have  been 
seeing  it  everywhere  lately.” 
( Parade ) 

4*  4*  4*  *lk 

NUMBERS:  In  America 
the  average  branded  loaf  of 
bread  costs  $  1 .0 1 ,  of  which  at 
least  50%  is  composed  of  taxes 
along  the  line  of  raw  ingredi¬ 
ents,  handling,  and  dis¬ 
tribution — some  400  taxes  in  all.  The  American  citizen  is  being 
taxed  to  death  and  doesn’t  even  realize  it.  (Paul  Harvey) 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

MOST  UNUSUAL  COMPARISON  SEEN  LATELY: 

The  amount  of  concrete  used  to  build  new  Runway  1  at  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Airport  could  have  been  used  instead  to 
have  build  a  2,200-mile  sidewalk  from  Dallas  to  British 
Columbia.  ( USA  Today) 

#  $  #  # 

PORTLAND,  OREGON  would  have  been  called  Boston, 
Oregon,  if  a  large  copper  cent  tossed  to  pick  a  choice  had  landed 
the  other  side  up. 

^ 

LATEST  GOVERN  M ENT  N  EWS  (DEPARTM ENT  OF 
SECURITY):  “The  CIA  said  it  shut  down  its  World  Wide  Web 
page  after  Swedish  hackers  altered  its  wording  to  read  “Central 
Stupidity  Agency.”  (USA  Today) 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

4*  4*  4*  4* 

PHILOSOPHY:  “If  you  must  have  thy  revenge  of  thine 
enemy,  with  a  soft  tone  break  his  bones,  heap  coals  upon  his 
head,  forgive  him,  and  enjoy  it.  (Sir  1  homas  Browne) 
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THIS  &  THAT 


NEW  YORK-IANA:  l  imes  Square  was  named  that  in  1904;  earlier 
it  had  been  known  as  Longacre  Square  (more  numismatic  sounding, 
don  t  you  think?).  In  the  early  1 9th  century  the  New  York  Herald  ran  its 
own  railroad  train  out  to  Montauk  on  the  ocean  at  the  tip  of  Long  Island 
so  it  could  get  news  by  ship  faster  than  its  competitors,  who  had  to  wait 

until  the  vessels  arrived  in  port.  (Quinn  Halford  in  Avenue  magazine) 

*1* 

IF  WE  HAD  BEEN  A  CAPTAIN  aboard  a  coastwise  sailing  ship 
in  1825  and  had  chanced  upon  a  certain  advertisement  in  the  current 
(10th)  edition  of  Edmund  M.  Blunt’s  American  Coast  Pilot,  we  might 
have  been  skeptical.  Morgan’s  Bookstore  and  Lottery  Office,  head¬ 
quartered  in  the  so-called  (by  Morgan)  Temple  of  Fortune  on  Franklin 
Square,  New  York  City,  was  mainly  in  the  lottery  ticket  selling 
business.  A  winner  there  in  August  1825  “may  fill  his  pockets  with 
GOLDEN  EAGLES,  fresh  from  the 
American  mint.”  Seeing  that  eagles  or 
$10  gold  pieces  had  not  been  made 
since  1804,  finding  ones  “fresh  from 
the  American  mint”  might  have  been 
quite  difficult.  Another  advertisement 
noted  thatN.  Knight,  located  at  Thames 
Street,  earlier  called  Fell  Street,  at  Fell’s 
Point,  Baltimore,  operated  a  stationary 
store,  which,  we  presume,  meant  that 
the  store  remained  in  one  place  and  did 
not  move  about. 

*±* 

>rpe  Vpc 

IT  PAYS  TO  LOOK  VERY 
CLOSELY!:  Upon  inspecting  the  em¬ 
bossed  instructions  on  a  Japan-made 
electronic  clock  recently  received  as  a  gift,  I  saw  under  the  name  of  the 
manufacturer,  a  note  as  to  how  many  jewels  the  device  had.  At  first  I 
thought  it  said  “100  JEWELS,”  obviously  quite  a  few!  However,  taking 
magnifying  glass  in  hand,  I  read  these  tiny  letters,  which  said  something 
different:  NO(O)  JEWELS.  Yes,  the  clock  had  no  jewels  at  all!  (The 
old-time  song,  Yes,  We  Have  No  Bananas,  also  comes  to  mind.) 

0  0  $  0 

TONGUE  TWISTER:  Try  saying  this  six  times  quickly:  unique 

New  York. 

0  $  0  0 

INTERESTING  THOUGHT:  Jerome  K.  Jerome,  British  novel¬ 
ist,  commented,  “It  is  impossible  to  enjoy  idling  thoroughly  unless  one 
has  plenty  of  work  to  do.  ”  (Bits  and  Pieces) 

0  0  0  0 

COMPLETE  HISTORICAL  TOWNS  FOR  SALE:  Out  in  Mon¬ 
tana  two  Wild  West  towns,  authentic  and  with  many  original  buildings 
and  other  things — Nevada  City  and  Virginia  City — are  both  for  sale. 
Offering  them  is  the  son  of  Charles  Bovey,  described  as  a  General  Mills’ 
cereal  heir  who  had  operated  them  as  tourist  attractions  for  several  decades. 
The  asking  price  is  $7  million.  The  US  National  Parks  Service  was 
approached  to  help  in  preservation,  for  it  operates  29  Civil  War  battlefields 
but  no  frontier  mining  towns  at  all — but  apparently  there  are  “budget 
restrictions.”  (Wall  Street  Journal,  also  a  clipping  from  David  Sundman) 

0  0  0  0 

GREATTRENDi  n  our  opinion:  We  have  seen  it  from  our  own  sales, 
but  it  was  nice  to  have  it  confirmed  by  Ed  Metzger  and  Kerry  Emmerich, 
who  recently  spent  a  couple  days  at  our  office.  Ed  and  Kerry  head  up 
Whitman  Publishing  out  in  Racine,  publishers  of  the  venerable  Guide¬ 


book.  Despite  the  computer  age,  electronic  communications  and  all  that 
stuff,  book  sales  in  the  United  States — in  all  subjects — are  at  record 
highs.  And,  the  trend  will  probably  continue,  what  with  Barnes  &  Noble, 
Borders,  and  others  opening  up  bookstores  that  include  everything 
from  musicians  to  restaurants.  While  walking  by  Carnegie  Hall  (in  New 
York  City)  the  other  day,  we  noticed  that  a  bookstore  is  going  to  be 
opening  there,  complete  with  entertainment.  A  book  does  offer  conve¬ 
nience,  instant  and  random  access,  illustrations,  graphics,  information, 
and  many  other  things — not  to  mention  convenience  and  low  price. 
“People  like  to  have  something  to  hold  and  look  at,”  Ed  Metzger 
commented.  Your  editor  agrees,  and  stated  that  a  computer  file  of  Ansel 

Adams  would  not  be  1  /8  th  as  interesting  as  a  nice  printed  album  of  them. 

*±* 

HOLD  OUT:  In  New  Hampshire  one  can  still  make  a  local 

telephone  call  for  a  dime.  The  only 
other  states  in  which  this  is  possible 
are  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  and 
Arkansas.  In  other  places  around 
the  United  States,  local  calls  range 
from  25  cents  to  35  cents,  we  are 
told.  Anyway,  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  \\a.s  intervened,  and  rates  will 
be  going  up  in  New  Hampshire  in 
1997,  something  that  state  regula¬ 
tors — which  are  always  keeping  an 
eye  on  the  economy  here  in  New 
Hampshire — have  been  unwilling 
to  do. 

5i±Je  aCbt 

SPECIAL  CALENDAR:  The 
American  N umismatic  Society  recently  issued  a  special  calendar  featur¬ 
ing  Eric  P.  Newman.  Certain  coins  relating  to  his  life  illustrate  the 
pages,  and  on  May  25th  there  is  a  note  that  this  is  Eric  Newman’s 
birthday  (right  next  to  the  observation  of  Memorial  Day,  and  just  a 
couple  rows  away  from  Mother’s  Day  and  Armed  Forces  Day,  but  an 
entire  page  away  from  All  Fool’s  Day  (April  1).  We  read  the  calendar 
recently  and  learned  that  Eric  P.  Newman’s  middle  name  is  Pfeiffer — 
we  are  always  eager  to  gain  knowledge,  and  we  didn’t  know  this. 

*±*  *±k 

*+* 

TRENDS:  In  recent  years  stores  with  a  Christmas  gift  theme  have 
sprouted  in  shopping  centers  all  over  America,  staying  open  year 
round.  Now  comes  the  news  that  there  may  be  year-round  Halloween 
stores.  Now,  we  are  waiting  for  year-round  Fourth  of  July  stores,  Flag 
Day  stores,  Passover  stores,  Groundhog  Day  stores,  and  Presidents 
Day  stores.  The  list  could  go  on.  Very  innovative  is  American  business. 
And,  don’t  forget  National  Coin  Week. 

ypt  < pc 

WE  MISSED  this  when  it  was  first  in  the  news,  and  apparently  it 
happened  some  time  ago,  as  reflected  in  an  article  recently  in  The  Wall 
Street Journal:“\n  an  early  effort  [in  the  Las  Vegas  casino  business],  Bob 
Stupak’s  famous  historic  museum  and  casino,  the  owner  papered  the 
walls  and  ceiling  with  real  U.S.  currency.  When  the  casino  was  badly 
damaged  in  a  fire,  he  was  later  seen  salvaging  his  singed  wallpaper." 

*±Jt  *1* 

SOMEBODY  has  to  do  this  type  of  work:  “Florenz  Ziegfeld  inter¬ 
viewed  1 5,000  beautiful  women  a  year  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  a 
total  of 3,000  were  selected  as  Ziegfeld  Girls,  his  idea  of  the  most  glorious 
specimens  of  American  womanhood.  ”  (International  Herald  Tribune) 


I'agr  54 
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U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE 

Coins  for  Sale 


Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,430 


Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS)  .  A  lustrous 


gem.  Beautiful! . 2,430 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 319 

1893  Isabella.  AU-50.  Pastel  gold  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing . 259 

Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid 
gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  attrac¬ 
tive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an  issue 
which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usually  in 


MS-60  to  MS-62.  Guaranteed  to  please.  8,775 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 450 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  key  issue,  and  one  of  the 

nicest  strikes  we’ve  seen . 9 1 8 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 358 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 815 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 263 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 31 1 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 80 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 122 

1 936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 122 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 31 1 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 128 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 149 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  133 


Pick  One  of  These  Great  Ways  to  Start  Your  Collection  of 
Commemoratives  or  to  Add  to  Your  Existing  Collection . 

These  sets  are  guaranteed  to  please! 


Special 

Commemorative 
Starter  Set  No.  1 

STARTER  SET  of 
commemoratives  of  the  1 892- 1 954  classic 
era:  We  ll  select  $1,000  or  more  worth  of 
different  design  types  (no  two  alike),  each 
brilliant,  lustrous,  and  certified  as  MS-63, 
MS-64,  or  MS-65.  This  will  be  a  fine  start 
on  a  48-piece  type  set.  Your  net  price  is 
$895.  In  addition,  if  you  request,  we’ll 
send  some  other  pieces  to  you  on  approval 
to  add  to  your  set  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Com¬ 
memorative  Set  No.  1 .” 


Special  Advanced  Commemorative 
Set  No.  2 

As  preceding,  but  we  ll  select  $3,000  or 
more  worth  ofsilver  commemoratives  (each 
of  a  different  design)  from  the  early,  classic 
years,  1892  to  1954,  each  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  certified  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65.  Your  net  price  is  $2,695,  which 
will  include  over  $3,000  worth  of  coins 
PLUS  a  great  book:  Dave  Bowers’  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins  of  the  l  Jnited  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  In  addition,  if  you 
request,  we  ll  send  some  other  choice 
commemoratives  to  you  on  approval  to 
add  to  your  set  (each  piece  will  carry  a 
special  discount).  Ask  for  “Special  Com¬ 
memorative  Set  No.  2. 


Special  Commemorative  Set  No.  3 
Our  Best  Special  Set! 

This  is  our  most  deluxe  Special  Set,  and 
has  even  more  coins — each  one  selected  for 
its  quality  and  beauty!  Not  only  will  you 
receive  many  different  basic  design  types, 
but  there  will  be  numerous  low-mintage 
date  and  mintmark  varieties  as  well,  a  grand 
start  on  a  specialized  144-piece  silver  set. 
You’ll  get  over  $10,000  worth  of  coins  at 
our  regular  prices,  discounted  to  you  for 
only  $8,850  including  Dave  Bowers’  Ency¬ 
clopedia  of  commemoratives.  And,  if  de¬ 
sired,  we  II  send  you  some  additional  silver 
commemoratives  on  approval,  and  will 
keep  a  “want  list  showing  pieces  you  still 
need. 
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UNITED  STATUS  COMMEMORATI VE  C(III\S 


1  *->38-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 338 


Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 338 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

At  the  time  of  distribution  these  coins  could  be  purchased 
at  a  drive-up  concession  at  the  bridge  itself. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 109 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-60  Bril¬ 
liant . 94 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65-  Brilliant. 
A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from  a 
mintage  of  only  2,004! . 9 1 1 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 101 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65-  Brilliant . 169 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 473 

As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative 
series  with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1937-D,  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  series,  offer  low  mintages  for  prices 
that  are  only  slightly  higher  than  common  varieties.  If  you 
are  putting  together  a  type  set  you  may  wish  to  add  a  piece 


such  as  this. 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare . 506 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 479 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  rare!  . 338 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 297 


The  obverse  features  P.T.  Barnum,  proprietor  of  the 
American  Museum  in  New  York  City,  and  at  one  time  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  Bridgeport’s  leading  citizen  and  benefactor.  At 
one  time  in  the  American  Museum  there  was  a  display  of 
rare  coins,  but  we  have  never  encountered  more  than  passing 
notice  concerning  it — no  inventory,  no  description  of  indi¬ 
vidual  pieces.  If  any  reader  has  such,  let  us  know  and  we’ll 
examine  the  subject  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  rare  so 
fine . 810 

Noted  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  1930s  considered  this 
design  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest  of  all  commemoratives. 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 
toning . 230 

1925-S  California.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1 15 

1951- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  95 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...47 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
of  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS).  At¬ 
tractive  multi-hued  toning . 47 

1952- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  95 

1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 54 

1953- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  81 

1953- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 81 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  189 

1954- D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  47 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  34 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  81 

1 936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270 

The  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  minted  in  three  varieties,  is 
one  of  the  most  curious  of  all  issues  from  this  era.  It  was 
conceived  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  a  well-known  numismatist 
who  persuaded  Congress  to  let  him  have  his  own  commemo¬ 
rative  coins! 

Seeking  to  create  designs  that  would  sell,  Melish  came 


up  with  the  idea  that  1936  celebrated  Cleveland’s  50th 
anniversary  as  “a  musical  center  of  America,”  never  mind 
that  nothing  specifically  happened  50  years  earlier  in  1886 
that  was  worth  commemorating  on  a  United  States  legal 
tender  coin. 

The  pieces  were  sold  in  sets  of  three,  one  each  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Denver  and  San  Francisco  for  $7.75  the  trio — the 
highest  original  offering  price  up  to  that  time.  The  numis¬ 
matic  community  was  quickly  told  that  the  issue  was  “sold 
out,”  and  the  price  on  the  aftermarket  jumped  to  $50  a  set. 
By  some  fortunate  circumstance,  Thomas  Melish  and  his 
friends  just  happened  to  have  a  few  sets  on  hand  when  the 
price  reached  $50,  a  situation  that  provoked  outrage  among 
numismatists.  The  fascinating  story  and  all  of  the  details  are 
given  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the 


United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 304 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...365 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 236 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 810 


This  was  the  very  first  United  States  commemorative  half 
dollar.  It  was  issued  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition, 
scheduled  to  open  in  Chicago  in  1 892  to  celebrate  the  400th 
anniversary  of  Columbus'  “discovery”  of  America.  However, 
construction  fell  behind,  and  the  gates  were  not  thrown  open 
to  the  public  at  large  until  1 893,  thus  accounting  for  the  sub¬ 
sequent  production  of  half  dollars  of  the  1 893  date. 

1892  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..45 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 142 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden 

toning . 59 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 608 

Depicted  is  the  Charter  Oak,  which  survivied  until  the 
19th  century,  when  it  was  destroyed.  This  particular  issue 
was  widely  distributed,  with  many  being  sold  to  residents  of 
Connecticut,  and  others  to  numismatists.  The  modernistic 
eagle  on  the  reverse  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  later  on 
the  1936  Bridgeport  half  dollar. 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 


toning . 608 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.225 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen . 392 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 . 210 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 230 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 540 


This  issue  is  one  of  several  exploitative  varieties  of  the 
era.  It  was  produced  to  observe  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  1863-1938,  but  the  promoters  were  so 
eager  to  cash  in  on  the  market  that  it  was  produced  earlier. 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 317 

Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<t 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 
pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 2,633 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 


A  classic  rarity.  . 1,540 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 284 


1922  Grant  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  145 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  "type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,198 

Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismatists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type”  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 
as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  half  dollars  with  “Small 
1934” — are  rarer,  but  they  are  not  needed  for  a  basic  design 
set,  but  are  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

Two  other  commemorative  half  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old”  in  the  title  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  half  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S.”  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 
survive  today  than  do  the  Hawaiians. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  iridescence.  1,890 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,610 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,610 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...628 
1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of 
the  most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially 
the  reverse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to 
be  the  finest  work  of  John  R.  Sinnock  (who 
later  became  the  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint). 


Brilliant .  601 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 392 

1 936  Long  Island.  AU-58  (NGC) . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 895 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community,  few  companies  can 
match  Bowers  and  Merena.  We  have  estab- 
lished  our  reputation  through  honesty, 
courtesy,  selection,  award-winning  publi¬ 
cations,  and  service  to  the  hobby.  Bowers 
and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to 
deal  with. 
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UNITED  STATES  (10MMEM0RATIVE  COINS 


Enter  our  New  Year’s  Raffle 

and  be  eligible  to  win 

over  150  prizes!!! 

We  love  the  coin  hobby  and  we  love  our  readers,  too!  Therefore,  we 
want  to  share  our  enthusiasm  by  giving  away  over  150  prizes  with  a 
total  value  of  over  $  12,000 !  All  you  have  to  do  is  complete  a  postcard 
per  the  directions  below  and  you’ll  be  in  the  running  for  one  of  these 
great  prizes. 

GRAND  PRIZE:  This  beautiful  $20  Saint-Gaudens  was  hand¬ 
picked  by  Dave  and  Ray  as  being  the  nicest  MS-63  we  have  in  stock — 
date  1927  and  certified  by  NGC.  One  of  the  most  attractive  designs  in 
American  coinage  and  the  most  collected  series  today. 

10  First  Prizes:  A  fabulous  mini-library  valued  at  over  $225!  Each  set  will  contain  one  copy 
each  of  the  following:  United  States  Pattern  Coins  and  Realted  Issues,  by  Andrew  Pollock  III; 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers;  A  Buyer’s 
Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  IndianCents,  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  The  Waterford  Water  Cure, 
by  Q.  David  Bowers.  What  a  great  start  (or  a  great  addition)  to  any  collector’s  bookshelves.  These  titles 
are  among  the  most  informative  and  entertaining  references  available  today. 

20  Second  Prizes :  A  one-year  subscription  to  all  our  award  -winning  publications !  A  value  of  over 
$200  if  purchased  separately.  You  will  receive  six  Grand  Format  auction  catalogues  which  we  consider 
to  be  numismatic  works  of  art.  Definitive  descriptions  and  award-winning  photography  combine  to 
make  each  catalogue  a  permanent  reference  to  the  pieces  offered  within.  In  addition,  you  will  receive 
six  issues  of  the  ever  popular  Rare  Coin  Review  and  over  15  issues  of  The  Coin  Collector,  each  bringing  to 
your  door  hours  of  enjoyable  reading  and  thousands  of  coins  for  your  purchase  consideration. 

30  Third  Prizes:  A  two-year  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector.  Valued  at  $58. 

40  Fourth  Prizes:  A  deluxe-hardbound  copy  of  Muriel  Ostriche: 
Princess  of  Silent  Films,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  In  a  “you’re  there” 
fashion,  you  will  journey  to  the  fascinating  era  of  silent  pictures 
while  reading  about  Muriel  Ostriche,  who  was  voted  the  second 
most  popular  film  actress  in  America  in  1913.  If  you  are  interested 
in  film  history,  American  history  or  enjoy  books  written  in  a 
nostalgic  fashion,  this  one  is  for  you!  A  $24.95  value. 

50  Fifth  Prizes:  Set  of  four  “Companion  books”— each  an 
entertaining  collection  of  short  stories,  edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Valued  at  $51.80. 

Here’s  all  you  have  to  do  to  win! 

Address  a  3-1/2"  x  5"  postcard  to  Bowers 
and  Merena  Raffle,  PO  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro, 

NH  03894.  Then  make  your  best  guess  at 
identifying  the  handwriting  of  the  message 
above.  Add  your  name,  address,  daytime  tele¬ 
phone,  years  collecting  and  collecting  interests 
and  drop  the  card  in  the  mail.  All  entries 
eligible  to  win.  Entries  must  be  received  by 
February  10,  1996.  Drawing  to  be  held  on 
February  14th.  Winners  will  be  notified  by  mail. 


1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  56 

Wc  have  always  considered  high  quality  1920  Maine  half 
dollars  to  be  a  bit  scarcer  than  market  values  reflect  l.uri 
ously,  the  dies  for  this  issue  were  not  highly  finished,  and  ex 
animation  under  magnification  will  reveal  manv  raised  lines 
from  the  preparation  process.  This  is  especially  evident  on  early 
impressions  from  the  dies.  Although  Anthony  de  Francisci  cre¬ 
ated  plaster  models  tor  the  Maine  half  dollar  (Francisci  later 
became  better  known  for  his  1921  Peace  silver  dollar),  to  this 
day  it  is  not  known  who  created  the  actual  design  for  the  coin. 


1920  Maine.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 95 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 351 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 344 


This  design  possibly  represents  the  low  watermark  in 
unattractive  commemorative  designs,  although  the  1926Ses- 
quicentennial  gives  it  a  run  for  its  money. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 405 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 

1926  Oregon  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 216 


A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  providing  a  great 


opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

1934-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 304 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 216 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 243 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 216 

1939-S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Very  low  mint¬ 
age  issue . 675 


Gem  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  50<t 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  2,457 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 265 

191 5-S  Panama  Pacific.  AU-50.  Attractive  gold  and 

electric  blue  iridescence . 239 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 473 

The  1920  Pilgrim  half  dollar  was  meant  to  observe  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  that  fa¬ 
mous  rock.  However,  this  became  the  first  of  the  exploitative 
commemorative  coins  inasmuch  as  by  the  end  of  1920  there 
were  still  undistributed  pieces  on  hand,  but  to  provide  rev¬ 
enue  by  selling  coins  to  collectors,  an  unneeded  and  irrel¬ 
evant  issue  dated  1921  was  produced. 

Thus  began  a  long  tradition — continuing  to  the  present 
day — of  producing  commemoratives  that  were  not  especially 
needed  to  commemorate  anything  (for  example,  the  1921 
Pilgrim  half  dollar  observed  the  301st  anniversary  of  the  land 
ing  of  the  Pilgrims),  but  were  made  specifically  to  tap  the 
wallets  of  collectors  and  investors 
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1  '•>20  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 77 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 716 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 243 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 101 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 87 

1 936- S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 243 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  movie  star  Errol  Flynn  was 
the  model  tor  the  obverse  of  this  issue.  Among 
commemoratives  ot  this  era,  the  Roanoke  is  generally  avail¬ 
able  in  high  grades — in  fact,  a  worn  one  would  be  a  rarity. 
Moreover,  most  specimens  are  quite  attractive  and  well  struck. 


No  problem  in  getting  a  nice  one. 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 108 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 486 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 


1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  595 

Representative  of  the  history  of  the  South  including  the 
Confederacy,  this  issue  was  very  popular  at  the  time,  but  the 
production  quantity  was  sufficiently  generous  that  hoards 


remained  for  years  afterward. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 182 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 44 

1934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 


It  has  been  our  experience  over  a  long  period  of  years 
that  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars  have  always  been  very 
popular — in  high  markets,  low  markets,  and  in  between.  The 
design  is  one  ot  the  most  ornate  and  complex  of  any  issue. 
High-grade  specimens  can  be  fairly  attractive.  A  complete 
set  contains  no  “impossible”  rarities  and  makes  a  nice  dis¬ 
play.  The  present  offering  will  give  you  a  good  start. 


1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 104 

1934  Texas  MS-63  (ANACS) . 104 

1934  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 101 

1935  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1936  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 252 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1 938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 297 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 257 

1947  Booker T.  Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant. 74 
1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 36 


The  Booker  T.  Washington  series  is  replete  with  many 
low  mintage  varieties  that  sell  for  nominal  prices.  Again,  ifyou 
want  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money,”  we  suggest  that  you  look  up 
the  mintage  of  these  pieces  and  also  consider  the  market  prices. 


1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78 

1 949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

Mintage:  6,004. 


STATUS  COMMEMORATIVE 


1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 68 

1950- S  B.  I  AY.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 279 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distrib¬ 
uted. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 279 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 41 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 61 

Mintage:  5 10,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 203 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality,  all 
lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  surfaces. 
Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offering  to 
build  your  collection  of  commemorative  coins,  one 
of  Americas  most  interesting  series.  (For  other  fine 
commemoratives  in  grades  other  than  PCGS  and 
NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  list¬ 
ing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buyers  have  done 
for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your 
headquarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

$2430 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

$1553 

$2531 

8775 

1921  Alabama  plain 

641 

999 

1936  Albany 

257 

358 

1937  Antietam 

493 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

257 

1935-D 

78 

263 

1935-S 

263 

1936 

80 

311 

1936-D 

122 

405 

1936-S 

80 

405 

1937 

80 

88 

311 

1937-D 

95 

122 

432 

1937-S 

122 

432 

1938 

128 

1938-D 

162 

1938-S 

149 

709 

1939 

270 

338 

1939-D 

338 

776 

1939-S 

338 

776 

Boone  type 

1934 

84 

1935 

88 

101 

1935-D 

88 

101 

1935-S 

108 

1935/34-D 

911 

1935/34-S 

911 

1936 

88 

95 

1936-D 

101 

169 

C0IIVS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-S 

$101 

$169 

1937 

101 

169 

1937-D 

$203 

324 

473 

1937-S 

342 

1938 

338 

479 

1938-D 

338 

479 

1938-S 

392 

479 

1936  Bridgeport 

297 

1925-S  California 

176 

230 

810 

Carver 

1951-D 

47 

1952 

24 

27 

1952-D 

203 

1952-S 

56 

95 

1953-D 

236 

1953-S 

81 

1954 

24 

41 

1954-D 

34 

47 

1954-S 

34 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

250 

520 

1936-D 

297 

1936-S 

270 

304 

1936  Cleveland 

73 

82 

203 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

196 

223 

236 

1936-D 

223 

236 

Special  B.T.  Washington 
Discount  Deal 

Repeating  a  Popular  “Special” 


Get  a  running  start!  We  will  do  our  part 
to  help  you  form  a  set  of  this  interesting 
series.  Order  three  or  more  different  Booker 
T.  Washington  (1946-1951)  and/or 
Carver-Washington  (1951-1954)  variet¬ 
ies,  grades  of  your  choice,  and  take  a  4% 
discount  off  the  top.  Order  10  or  more, 
and  make  that  a  7%  discount!  Note:  As  for 
some  grades  we  only  have  one  or  two  in 
stock,  we  would  really  appreciate  alternate 
choices  when  you  order.  Offer  subject  to 
discontinuation,  so  order  early. 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1892  Columbian 

$142 

$810 

1893  Columbian 

$84 

142 

1936  Delaware 

216 

223 

392 

1936  Elgin 

203 

230 

1936  Gettysburg 

290 

317 

540 

1922  Grant  plain 

169 

284 

851 

1 922  Grant  Star 

2633 

1928  Hawaiian 

5198 

1924  Huguenot 

108 

128 

527 

1946  Iowa 

84 

88 

107 

1925  Lexington 

105 

675 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

182 

601 

1 936  Long  Island 

73 

95 

392 

1 936  Lynchburg 

196 

284 

1920  Maine 

215 

567 

1934  Maryland 

142 

162 

351 

1 921  Missouri  2x4 

945 

7290 

1938  New  Rochelle 

324 

351 

1936  Norfolk 

405 

432 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

122 

135 

203 

1926-S 

122 

135 

223 

1928 

182 

216 

304 

1933-D 

270 

304 

439 

1934-D 

182 

196 

304 

1936 

135 

149 

203 

1936-S 

162 

189 

365 

STATES  COMMEMORATIVE 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-D 

$189 

$216 

1938 

$203 

216 

243 

1938-D 

236 

284 

1938-S 

223 

236 

257 

1939 

439 

675 

1939-D 

439 

506 

675 

1939-S 

439 

506 

675 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

2457 

1920  Pilgrim 

84 

473 

1921  Pilgrim 

243 

716 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

101 

304 

1936-D 

101 

304 

1936-S 

90 

101 

311 

1 937  Roanoke 

209 

243 

1 936  Robinson 

88 

108 

250 

1935-S  San  Diego 

77 

95 

1936-D  San  Diego 

80 

103 

1926  Sesqui 

149 

486 

5130 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

918 

1060 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

50 

70 

182 

Texas  type 

1934 

104 

115 

149 

1935 

115 

149 

1935-D 

108 

1935-S 

122 

149 

1936 

115 

COINS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-D 

$108 

1936-S 

$149 

1937 

$115 

149 

1937-D 

122 

149 

1937-S 

108 

122 

1938 

257 

297 

371 

1938-D 

304 

304 

1938-S 

304 

1925  Vancouver 

378 

1936  Wisconsin 

189 

203 

230 

1936  York 

176 

203 

BTW  Type 

1946 

41 

1947 

36 

74 

1947-D 

36 

1947-S 

74 

1948 

50 

61 

1948-D 

50 

68 

1948-S 

68 

1949 

78 

95 

1949-D 

78 

95 

1949-S 

95 

1950 

47 

50 

68 

1950-D 

50 

68 

1950-S 

41 

1951 

61 

1951-D 

57 

61 

Date  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 


From  New  Orleans  in  the  Late  1800s 


The  Mississippi  is  thronging 
with  paddle-wheel  steamers  while 
the  French  Quarter  is  alive  with  the 
excitement  of  tourists  and  locals 
enjoying  the  conviviality  that  only 
New  Orleans  can  provide.  Mean¬ 
while,  at  the  Mint,  employees  are 
busy  turning  our  a  silvery  cascade 
of  Morgan  dollars  with  that  all-im¬ 
portant  “O”  on  the  reverse. 

Now  you  too  can  go  back  to  this  exciting 
time  by  simply  holding  one  of  these  impres¬ 
sive  silver  coins  in  your  hand.  We  have  a  nice 
selection  of  O-Mint  silver  dollars  for  you  to 
choose  from.  Order  any  three  or  more  and  get 
a  5%  discount  off  your  order. 


Scene  along  the  docks  in  New 
Orleans.  (From  Tales  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  by  Ray  Samuel,  Leonard  V. 
Huber,  and  Warren  C.  Ogden) 


1880-0 

$311 

$1553 

1881-0 

34 

1882-0 

729 

1883-0 

28 

$41 

120 

1884-0 

27 

116 

1885-0 

27 

41 

117 

1 889-0 

213 

587 

1 890-0 

62 

162 

1891-0 

216 

662 

1892-0 

209 

560 

1898-0 

30 

41 

122 

1 899-0 

28 

126 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1  5 


Page  59 


Coin  Quiz 

Tellmenowisitsoornot ? 


j .  Ihe  American  Numismatic  Society: 

a.  Issues  the  American  Journal  of  Numismat¬ 

ics  each  month,  to  the  delight  of  its  mem¬ 
bers. 

b.  Shares  its  headquarters  with  the  Franklin 
Institute,  Philadelphia. 

c.  Was  founded  in  1858  at  a  meeting  held  in 

the  home  of  Augustus  Sage. 

d.  Has  on  permanent  exhibit  one  ol  the  five 
known  1885  U.S.  trade  dollars. 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  issue’s  quiz  takes  its  title  from  an  Edgar  Allan  Poe  (if 
memory  serves)  short  story.  We  give  1 0  questions,  each  with 
lour  clues.  One  answer  is  right,  three  are  incorrect.  Can  you 
spot  the  right  one? 

Get  five  or  six  right  and  you  are  doing  fine.  Get  seven  or 
eight  right  and  you  are  doing  very  well.  Get  nine  right,  and  you 
deserve  a  street  map  of  Rimersburg,  PA  (il  such  map  exists). 
Get  10  right  and  you  deserve  a  silver  medal.  All  kidding  aside, 
this  issue’s  quiz  should  be  a  lot  of  lun.  Here  goes: 

1 .  A  certain  Liberty  Seated  coin  dated  in  the  1840s  is 
nicknamed  the: 

a.  Orphan  Annie  dime. 

b.  Joe  Palooka  half  dime. 

c.  Mickey  Mouse  hall  dollar. 

d.  Captain  Marvel  quarter. 

2.  Henry  R.  Linderman,  M.D.: 

a.  Practiced  medicine  in  San  Francisco  in  the  1870s;  later 
he  gave  his  collection  to  the  Society  ol  Calilornia 
Pioneers. 

b.  Dralted  a  Code  ol  Ethics  for  members  of  the  American 
Numismatic  and  Archaeological  Society. 

c.  Used  his  influence  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to  have 
special  rarities  made  lor  his  private  account. 

d.  Designed  the  1883  Liberty  Head  nickel. 

3.  Kenneth  E.  Bressett: 

a.  Is  superintendent  of  the  West  Point  Mint  and  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club. 

b.  Lives  in  Baltimore,  MD. 

c.  Did  much  research  on  die  varieties  of  Connecticut 
copper  coins  1785-1788;  his  definitive  study  on  the 
subject  was  published  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Society. 

d.  Is  editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins ,  and  president 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 

4.  I  he  American  Numismatic  Association: 

a.  Has  on  its  Board  of  Governors  well-known  die  variety 
specialist  Bill  Fivaz. 

b.  Was  founded  in  1891,  but  almost  dissolved  in  1897. 

c.  Is  headquartered  in  Omaha,  NE. 

d.  Has  42,784  paid-up  members. 


6.  Coin  dealer  William  Hesslein,  who 
conducted  auctions  in  his  time,  borrowed  a 
page  from  the  book  ol  Geoffrey  Charlton  Adams 
and: 

a.  Disappeared  without  a  trace,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  a  string  of  creditors. 

b.  Caused  copy-restrikes  to  be  made  of  the  1787  Fugio  cent. 

c.  Charged  a  1 5%  buyers’  fee  to  those  who  bid  in  his  sales. 

d.  Kept  a  pet  parrot  in  his  coin  shop. 

2.  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  well  known  in  numismatics 
as  a  specialist  in  large  cents  and  as  the  author  of  Early  American 
Cents  (1949),  in  his  professional  1  ile  at  one  time  at  Yale 
University: 

a.  Took  photographs  of  scantily-clad  students. 

b.  Wrote  a  treatise  on  the  ancient  coinage  ol  Rhodes. 

c.  Conducted  a  class  in  meteoritics. 

d.  Coached  Walter  Breen  in  elocution. 

8.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  who  in  the  1950s  and  1960s  wrote 
many  catalogues  and  issues  of  Numisma,  was  associated  at  the 
time  with: 

a.  Federal  Brand  Enterprises,  Cleveland,  OH. 

b.  Adams,  Harkness  &  Hill,  Boston,  MA. 

c.  The  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  DC. 

d.  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  Inc.,  New  York  City. 

9 .  One  interesting  aspect  of  the  rare  1 870-S  Liberty  Seated 
silver  dollar  is  that: 

a.  All  pieces  were  struck  from  melted-down  Capped  Bust  hall 
dollars. 

b. They  were  made  for  export  to  China  following  a  request  by 
San  Francisco  merchants. 

c.  No  one  has  a  clue  as  to  how  many  were  struck;  it  is  omitted 
from  the  Mint  Report. 

d.  Two  specimens  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  be  included 
in  the  Mint  Collection. 


10.  What’s  hot  and  what’s  not  in  the  coin  market  varies 
from  year  to  year,  from  season  to  season.  In  1860  a  really  hot 
area  was: 

a.  Proof  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  of  the  1840s. 

b.  Washington  tokens  and  medals. 

c.  Territorial  and  private  gold  coins. 

d.  U.S.  gold  coins  of  the  1795-1834  era. 
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Knowledge  is  the  Key  to  Success! 


Bare  Coin  Review  No.  1  fo 


Numismatic 

Books  for  Sale 

New  Titles!  Great  Diseount  Deals! 
Pre-Publicati o n  Offers! 


What  can  be  fun,  inexpensive,  and 
profitable?  Books!  And,  the  super  buys 
we  offer  (all  titles  at  special  discount 
prices)  make  ordering  books  one  of 
your  best  numismatic  values. 

In  the  pages  to  follow  you  will  find 
some  of  the  best-selling  titles  avail¬ 
able  for  collectors  of  all  types,  in  all 
price  ranges,  and  covering  topics  from 
A  ( Adventures  with  Rare  Coins)  to  W 
( Waterford  Water  Cure)  and  many 
topics  in  between.  Check  the  listings 
carefully  and  order  those  you  don't 
have.  Of  course,  each  and  every  book 
comes  with  a  30-day  money-back  guarantee.  We  know  you’ll 
be  delighted. 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department 


Hot  titles  for  the  past  few  weeks  have  been 
Dave  Bowers  new  book  A  Buyer  s  and  [Enthusiast  s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  and  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents  by  I  )avid  Lange. 
Both  have  received  rave  reviews  from  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community. 

Prepublication  orders  for  Dave’s  newest 
work — American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards — 
are  keeping  the  phone  lines  busy.  T  his  book  has 
tremendous  appeal  both  in  and  out  of  coin 
circles.  1  have  just  looked  at  the  galley  proofs 
and  it  is  going  to  be  a  truly  impressive  (and 
beautiful)  work  when  it  appears  in  April. 

Dave  is  fully  immersed  in  cataloguing  the 
final  sale  of  The  Louis  E  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec¬ 
tion  which  will  offer  20C  pieces  to  silver  dollars, 
silver  commemoratives,  and  a  few  select  tokens  and  medals,  and 
currency  items.  This  catalogue  will  again  be  available  in  softbound 
($40  plus  postage)  and  deluxe  hardbound  ($100  plus  postage.)  It 
will  stand  as  a  lasting  tribute  to  the  depth  of  this  unique  and 
important  collection.  See  page  32-33  for  details  on  the  final  sale  of 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection. 

Peruse  the  following  pages,  select  the  items  of  interest,  and  call 
me  toll-free.  Don’t  forget  our  generous  discounts  apply  to  every 
order.  Take  1 0%  off  any  order  totaling  up  to  and  including  $100, 
and  20%  off  any  order  over  $  1 00.  We  look  forward  to  heari  ng  from 
you  soon! 

Sincerely  A 

vWcKLTC 

Mary  Tocci  \J 
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Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 


By  0.  David  Bowers 


Within  the  covers  of  this  large  and  im¬ 
pressive  vol  ume  you  will  find  a  vast  amount 
of  information  covering  all  commemo¬ 
ratives  coins  from  the  19th  century  to 
the  time  the  book  was  published.  This 
work  is  a  treasure  trove  of  facts,  figures, 
and  interesting  tidbits — all  you  every 
wanted  to  know  about  commemora¬ 
tives — and  more! 

Each  commemorative  issue  is 
the  subject  ofa  separate  section  in  the 
book.  Given  for  each  coin  is  informa¬ 
tion  on  historical  background,  design, 
mintage,  distribution,  grading,  rarity,  buy¬ 
ing,  market  price  and  investment  history. 


No  expense  was  spared  to  make  this  a 
reference  book  of  lasting  value — a  book 
which  will  provide  you  with  many  days 
of  fascinating  reading,  and  give  you 
facts  and  figures  not  available  in  any 
other  single  volume. 

Order  your  softbound  copy  today,  a 
real  value  at  $39.95,  and  we  will  in¬ 
clude  with  your  order  ABSO¬ 
LUTELY  FREE  OF  CHARGE 
a  brilliant  and  lustrous  1952 
MS-63  Carver-Washington 
commemorative  half  dollar.  Be 
sure  to  request  this  free  coin 
when  placing  your  order. 
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Handbook  ot  20th- 
Century  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
184  pages.  Illustrated. 

Special  Offer:  HB  version 
at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 

The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  investment  aspect  of 
coins.  306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 

The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the  ANA.  1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 

A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excellent  overview  of  the  denomination  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  312  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-402)  List  $19.95 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  (Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Describes  each  type  from  1795  onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB(BBM-351)  List  $19.95 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Fascinating  reprints  of  illustrated  articles.  192  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-401)  List  $29.95 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excellent  and  exhaustive  reference  work  on  commemoratives 
from  the  19th  century- 1 99 1 .  768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95  ►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 
P  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  comprehensive  book  on  these  two,  very  popular  collecting 
series.  541  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-311)  l  ist  $45.00 


Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
This  volume  covers  all  se¬ 
ries  from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and 
gold  issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List 
$59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  magnificent 
collector  and  his  equally  faschinating  collection.  176  pages, 
illustrated.  Second  Printing. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-146A)  List  $62.50 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from 
past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224 
pages  each. 

The  Numismatist’s: 

P  BedsideCompanion — SB(BBM-200)  List  $  1 2.95 
P  Countryside  Companion — SBIBBM-207)  List $12.95 
P  DowntownCompanion — SB(BBM-208)  List$  12.95 
P  Lakeside  Companion — SB(BBM-202)  List  $  1 2.95 
P  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
P  Traveling  Companion — SB(BBM-210)  List  $12.95 
P  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List  $12.95 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  information  on  different  series,  from  one  of  the 
country's  most  knowledgeable  numismatists. 

P  United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 

P  United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector 
and  Investor  — SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 

P  United  States  3 4  and  5<ft  Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold  coins.  4 1 5  pages, 
illustrated 

►  HB  (BBM-135)  List  $57.95 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating  and  almost 
unbelievable  life  ofVirgil  Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

P  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof  coin  manufacture,  characteris¬ 
tics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs,  and  more.  Year-by-year  analysis. 
338  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 
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Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic  li¬ 
brary  all  in  one  book!  754 
,  profusely  illustrated. 

►  HBIBBR-764)  List  $100.00 


Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 


The  American  Numismatic  Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  WA  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Details  on  colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 

Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S.  coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to  “cherrypick”  rarities.  344  pages. 
Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

h  complete  guide  to  two-cent  pieces.  1 12  pages.  Over  350 
photographs. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 


Paper  Money  of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

The  fourteenth  edition  of  this,  an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  304  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BFR-105)  List  $24.50 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 

The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  its  formation  over 
several  generations.  288  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in 
Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  must  for  anyone  with  an  interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spir.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  popular  series.  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BIA-107)  List  $43.95 


By  Arnold  Margolis 
The  author  discusses  everything  to  do  ■ 
errors.  370  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 
Barber  half  dollars  dis¬ 
cussed  on  a  date-by-date  ba¬ 
sis.  1 12  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BLA-102)  List  $24.95 

The  Error  Coin  Ency- 
clopedia-2nd  Edition 
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United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield  and  Libert)'  Head 
Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia  Mahon 
A  comprehensive  work  on  these  popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

Photographs  of  die  varieties  include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  (Foreword  by  Q  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  updates  and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 

The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  ofsilver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates..  174  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide  by  the  ANA.  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $10.95 

The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1  00-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands  of  different  tokens.  824  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724)  List  $45.00 


Save  Money  on  These  Great  Books 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  oft  all 
book  orders  over  $100  (oft  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 
A  reprint  from  Lorraine 
Durst  ot  this  classic  by  W.S. 
Sheldon.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List 
$50.00 


Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 


Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 
Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 

An  8-1/2  x  11  volume  filled  with  information  on  these  two 
popular  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BSN-724)  List  $34.50 

Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 

A  recently  published  work  covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series,  grading  collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this  work.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  updated 
information  on  every  coin  in 
the  series.  Over  300  pages, 
ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 

The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BWI-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-817)  List  $31.95 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of  the  mid  1800s, 
focused  on  the  history  of  one  establishment  in  rural  Maine.  224 1 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 
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Terms  of  Sale 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  ail  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  ifyour  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1 .2%  per  month  (14%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  ifyou  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
Wewill  need  your  street  addressfnot  boxaddress)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

3.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  maybe  returned  within  30  days  of receipt 
(c oms  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
to-dcaler  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
rhe  pric e  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  Issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  nu¬ 
merical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1 953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless 
thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor 
stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977- 1 979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

y.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  i  his  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Sales  Director;  Chris  Karstedt, 
Marketing  Director. 

•Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew 
W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist:  Beth  O.  Piper,  Tricia 
Toepper. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III. 

•  Graphics  Dept. — -Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin  Edgerly. 
Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager,  Photography 
Department. 

•Administration  -John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  (  vnthi.i 
LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Maggie  Kettler,  I  Donna  A.  Badeau, 
Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie  McDonald,  Mark  Merena. 
•Publications  Dept. — Mart'  locci.John  Babalis. 

•  Financial  Department  -Donald  1 L  Snyder, C.P.A.,  (  ontroller. 
Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 
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RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #115  ORDER  FORM 

Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 

BOOKS  COINS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01 )  _$ 

Net  price:  $ 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount  $ 

Total:  Books  and  postage  $ 


Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount 

$ 

Total:  Coins  and  postage  $ 


ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Books  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

mailing  label  here,  or  print  the  following: 

Please  place 

Coins  and  Shipping  Total: 

$ 

Name: 

Subscriptions  (seepage  1  for  details): 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Collector  Only 

Address: 

□ 

$29.00 

$95.00 

Citv: 

State  Zip 

Domestic  full  subscription 

J 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

□ 

$150.00 

Telephone: 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□ 

$200.00 

Customer  #: 

Subtotal  of  items 

$ 

I  would  like  to 

pay  by: 

Total  Enclosed 

$ 

□  Check 

LJ  MasterCard  L J  Visa  J  AmEx 

Card  # 

Exp.  Date: 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  lor  coin  orders  under  $5()0/F 
Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 

rec  on 

orders  over  $500 

Signature: 

TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 
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